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BIBLE THOUGHT FOR TODAY
Is it not o deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thow
bring the poor that are cast out fo thy house? when thow
seost the naked, that thow eover him; and that thou hide not
thyself from thine own flesh?—Iswioh 55:7.

Gompers

An Independent Ne Ing except Bunday

In the passing of Samuel Gompers, organized labor has|!

austained a great loss, for it was due principally to the
wisdom of his counsels that the American Federation of
Labor, of which he was one of the organizers, and for many
voura the guiding spirit, has enjoyed its phenominal growth

ftom a colerie of small locals to a national organization with !

membership of more than 3,000,000,

Mr. Gompers' success was due to his conservatis
a8 his eapacity as organizer and pacificer of the discordant
elements in trades-unionigm. Much of his life was spent in
fighting radicalism in organized labor at home. Hig life was
literally given toward bettering the condition of the workers,
and the prosperity of trades-unionism today in comparison
with its condition when he began hig labors for it 50 yeuars
tgo, attesta the suceess of his efforts.

Mr. Gompers rendered patriotic service to his country
against autocracy abroad during the world war. His force
and eloguence won the solid support of the American
Federation of Labor when the nation entered the war and
after it he helped to organize the Internationzl Lubor
congresg at Paris. The final years of his life were given to
routing the spirit of bolshevizm in the ranks of labor that
followed the war.

Mr. Gompers wns the personn] friend of four presidents;
MeKinley, Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson, and was often con-
eolted by them. He neveridentified himself with any political
party and uged his influence to prevent the formation of a
\nbor party in the United States. The endorsement of
LaFollette for president by Federation officials was in effect

v defeat of his long established policy and the élection proved
Its unwisdom,

My, Gompers was a
his passing is not only
the world.

national and international figure and
# loss to labor but to the nation and

Why a Constabulary?

Distriet attorneys in convention nssembled at Portlind
have gone on record ns fuyoring the abolition of the stute
prohibition commission and his official law enforcement
organization a3 unneees:s nelficient and a duplication of
authority that makes confusion worse confounded. Instead a
glite police department is favored, whose duties shall be to
nsslst regularly constituted officers in the enforcement of
all state lnws.

All that the state prohibition forces hive accomplished Is
Lo spend o lavge sum of money in questionable ways, digrupt
and eonfuse enforcement by constitutional authority, act as
snoopers upon private families and pinch hip-pocket violators.
The big bootlegger and the moonghiner have been left largely
alone ar left to the sherifls to eaplive,

Lttt why add a state police foree, and put more tag-entors
on the payroll, when ample forees for law  enforcement
nlready exist In elty, disteiel, county and state? Have we not
n federnl force, as well ag police, constable and sheriffs?
Why add another police foree?

Instead of increasing the number
forees,

and variety of police
with their divided responsibility and theie duplicnti
of effort, all should be abolished save the regular officials.
The special highway police, the hooze police, the pame police,
ought all to be eliminntod and lnw enforcoment lefp where il
belongs—in the hands of duly constituted authority. The
Lorid knows we have enough regulation as it is.

A White Elephant

The school board has a white-elephant on its hands in the
old Washington school, condemned as unsafe, unsanitary and
unfit for public gatherings of any kind. 1t stands vaeant and
idle na n monument of earlier days, utilized by tramps and
8 fire menace to the peighborhood.

The building is useless and valucless, except for what it
ean be wrecked for. The property ean be solid for residence
purposes and add some $15,000 to school funds, It might be
exchanged for a more suitable site. Or it might be presented
to or seld the city for a park—of which Salem has altogether
too few

The m'lm-\l bontd should take some action on the disposi-
Lion of this obsolete structure,
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Antonio, general organizer for the
Ameriean Federatlon of Labor,
Mr. Gompers® finnl acute filness
cama following & walk up a long
flight of stalrs to the Moxican na-
tionnl palace to attend the Inaug-
pration of President Calles a weel
ngo Iast Tuesday. When Compara
reached the lost step exhausted he
exclalmed to his encort:

[ don't mind climibag the stalra
but T do tot want to climb the
‘goldon staim’ fost yet™

It was & Loat 2330 A, m
that Mr. Gompers was golng, His
phyalvian stated, He was told by
cu of Ban Antonlo, at-
1, that he wan in a critd
il might not live
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Pr, Nico skefched the pa il's

medlical history wfter his areiy
Han Antonlo briefly as followa:

“The heart rale on arrival wis
160 hut wunder the Influpnce of
digltalis 1t had slowed down to 140
it 11 . From thin time hs wan
improving untll & sudden collapse
oceurrod at 2:30 a. m, when his
heart refased to respond to stimu-
lation
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family, He went to school after
hlg sixth to his tenth year and
wits then approntieed to a shoe-
maker, This trade was not to his
liking, however, and he learned
the tride of Wis father and while
working as o clgar-maker attend-
od achopl for four yearw
Started As Clgar Maker
He' came to the United Siates
whien he waa thirteen years ald and
worked as a ¢clgar maker In New
York Clty. In 1584 he first be-
cume ddentified with  the labor
moveinent when he helped orgnn.
Iz the Ciane-Makors Intorpotionnl
Utlon, He served as secretary and
president of the union for aix
years and under lla muanagemont
it becamo o large nnd succesifil
prganization. He aisp odited the
lnea e o Jlgnr-AMaker's
lite, but tv oo ||u|n|r;.l u;n‘r "lr‘lt'til"k‘:l‘urmg that
thme, It was In coennection with
this work that he became intor-
eateld ln A natlonal association of
|trade. unlona that would pressrve
the attonomy of the local organi-
aationys. Under hix leadedship the
Cignr-Malera Unlon  fought the
Knlghtn af Labar on thia prinoipls,
He sirved no preaklent of the New
York Stule Federitlon of Lalor
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A mtatoment lssued by Frank
Murrleon, secretary of the Ameil-
can Federatlon of Labor, nod mom.
bers of the exeoutive councl pres-
ent, wayy in part:
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2:30 thiz morning
tered his last words: ‘Nurae,
i the end, he eald, ‘God
our Ametlean Iostitutions,
they grow better day by day,
“From that time until the end,
Mr. Gompers wes unconscious, His
Lrosthing was heavy untll jusg 4
few monients beforg the end. Au
deuth appropched his face became
ciley and he sank peacefully und
nuietly into his leat slumber.

Surronrpded by Friends.

N

od the national federation, merving
ns lls president for the first five
years without oompensation,

“In accordance with n wish ox- Notwithatanding carnest oppo-
preceod in Mexleo Qity when Helpjijon by o substantisl part of the
belleved the end to be near, Vi unlon labor mevemunt, M. Gomp-
Preaident James Dancan held MY | ors took an nctive part In the or-
G ompers' hand ns he pasged away. | gunistion of the Natlonal CQivie

“Mombera of the executive coun-| Feduration, formed to  establlsh
cil presgnt In San Antonlo, are|petter relstions  briween capital
discumsing arrangemonts for the|nng labor, He represented labor In

funeral and an announcement .o
thut reapect will he made later,

* Mr, Gompers, durfng his lust
maments was surrounded by s
proup, the members of which havi
for years been hh intimate asso-
cintea and eo-workers®

Samuel G e wan born In
London, Eng d,. January I1,
1R50. Hin father wius nclgir-maliét

the foderaticn, and wia vic
dent of the ovganization. He
tbok part In many congreskes, ton-
ferences and conventions devolml
to tho promotion of soclal sérvice.
Independent Politically
He wiun affiliated’ with the
clety fo hicnl Culture of N
York Clty, established In 1867 U
Futix Adier, and in ‘addition to the
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