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Oae of the needless extravagences of vovernment that the
fegislnture cangel vid of, is the school text book commisgion,
which changes sehool text hooks every fow years. The luw
provides that the commisgion at its regular sossion, ean keep
the old text books oy substitute new ones, bul it nets ns
though the substifution wag mandatary, just as our fux
mikers met as if the six percent limitation to tax incrense was
mundatory for the incre:

The text book commission met this week and adopted a
brand new set of fext books, As aorvesult, all pnvents must
purchage new hooks the ¢oming vear ol an inerease in price
of af least 25 percent- The old hooks eannot be passed from
the oldar students to the younger, bhut n brand new sof is
required all aronnd,

The only porsible beneficiiry of this lnw is the school book
frust. The students, judged by vesults, do not learn any
mors from the present Lext books than from those uged 30
yeary, in foct, are uol ng well grounded in Cundamentals.
Text books do nob get oul of dute—save those ona few sub.
jects.  As the Corvallis Gazette-Times says:
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ntarving wo hove to havo a different kind of text hook.

Schemey of this kind are what make our school system
the most expensive in the world and inerease its cost yeurly.
The larger parl of taxation goes for schooling. Frill after
frill is added, without any apparent edueationnd value, and
more and more the work of parenta is left to the teachers
und the government of the schools left to the pupils, To
make the present system perfeel, why not let the pupils also
select their own text-books?
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