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The Oregon National 
Guard is barring mem-
bers who have not fol-
lowed orders to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19 
from taking part in military 
duties, offi  cials confi rmed 
Thursday, July 7.

The action could lead to 
termination or delays in pay 
and some benefi ts, accord-
ing to a U.S. Department 
of Defense announcement. 
Continued refusal could lead 
to separation from the mili-
tary altogether.

“This is a lawful order 
and is in line with other 
required vaccinations for 
readiness of the force,” said 
Lt. Col. Stephen Bomar, 
spokesman for the Oregon 
National Guard. “As with 
other mandatory vaccina-
tions, legitimate medical and 
religious exemptions will be 
acknowledged with respect, 
compassion and dignity.”

The Department of 
Defense issued an order in 
August 2021 that all mili-
tary personnel be vaccinated 
against COVID-19. The 
Army said the announce-
ment this week would aff ect 
about 62,000 service mem-
bers out of a total force of 
over 1 million soldiers.

About 97% of the 8,000 
members of the Oregon 
National Guard have com-
plied with the order by get-
ting vaccinated, starting 
the vaccination process, or 
going through the admin-
istrative approvals to get 
exemptions or accommoda-
tions, Bomar said.

The Oregon National 
Guard declined to provide 
an exact number of mem-
bers not in compliance or 
seeking waivers, citing pri-
vacy and appeals processes.

If 97% of the Oregon 
National Guard is in compli-
ance, that would leave 3%, 
or about 240 members.

Bomar said decisions on 

exemptions are scheduled to 
be completed by Oct. 1.

“No adverse actions 
will take place against 
Guard members with pend-
ing or approved exemption 
requests,” Bomar said.

If a service member’s 
permanent medical exemp-
tion or religious accommo-
dation request is denied they 
have the right to appeal that 
decision within 30 days.

If the appeal is unsuc-
cessful, the service member 
has the option of being vac-
cinated or being considered 
to have refused the order to 
be vaccinated.

“The specifi c number of 
days from receiving a fi nal 
denial to being considered 
to have refused the vaccine 
is scheduled to come out in 
a future order,” Bomar said.

Summer is the time 
when many National Guard 
units go through their man-
datory two-week training, 
often working with active-
duty personnel. Ahead of 
those assignments, the U.S. 

Army announced plans to 
enforce vaccination dead-
lines that had been previ-
ously announced.

“Members of the Army 
National Guard and U.S. 
Army Reserve who have 
refused the lawful Depart-
ment of Defense COVID-19 
vaccination order without an 
approved or pending exemp-
tion may not participate in 
federally funded drills and 
training and will not receive 
pay or retirement credit,” 
according to the Army state-
ment Thursday.

The order has the biggest 
impact on the Army, which 
accounts for just under half 
of all uniformed person-
nel and 75% of all National 
Guard members.

The overwhelming major-
ity of service members have 
complied with the order. 
The Army has just over 1 
million soldiers in service, 
with 480,000 on active duty. 
There are 336,000 National 
Guard members and 189,500 
U.S. Army reservists.

“Maintaining readiness 
continues to be among the 
U.S. Army’s highest priori-
ties.” said a statement from 
the U.S. Army command at 
the Pentagon near Washing-
ton, D.C. “We are fully com-
mitted to ensuring all sol-
diers are vaccinated against 
COVID-19.”

The Pentagon said 40,000 
National Guard members 
and 22,000 reservists were 
not yet in compliance with 
the order.

Since the pandemic 
spread to the United States 
in early 2020, the Defense 
Department has worried 
about the impact of the virus 
on military readiness around 
the globe. Nonuniformed 
personnel were moved off -
base at many installations. 
Troops went through quaran-
tine periods before and after 
deployments overseas.

Initially, the military 
reported high-profi le out-
breaks, particularly in the 
contained spaces of Navy 
ships at sea. An outbreak in 

2020 aboard the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt infected over 
1,000 sailors, about a quarter 
of the crew. One sailor died 
and the ship was quarantined 
for two months in Guam, 
with readiness maintained 
by the crew rotating between 
the land base and ship.

Overall, the Pentagon 
credits the policies as suc-
cessful at maintaining mili-
tary capabilities even as the 
2.5-year-old pandemic has 
sickened 552.8 million peo-
ple around the world, kill-
ing 6.35 million, according 
to the Johns Hopkins Coro-
navirus Resource Center. 
In the U.S., more than 88.2 
million infections have been 
reported and over 1 million 
people have died.

Once vaccines became 
available in late 2020, the 
Pentagon put an early pri-
ority on ensuring the inocu-
lation of active-duty forces. 
Vaccination was required of 
uniformed personnel under 
an order issued in August 
2021. Eff ective July 1 of 
this year, the Pentagon said 
National Guard and reserv-
ists would not be allowed 
to drill or deploy with their 
units if unvaccinated.

Following the Depart-
ment of Defense order last 
August, much of the focus 
has been on compliance 
with activity duty units.

The Army said that as of 
June 21, it had discharged or 

accepted the retirements of 
1,037 soldiers for “refusing 
the lawful order to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine.”

About the 
National Guard

National Guard members 
are civilians who serve part-
time in the U.S. Army or 
U.S. Air Force.

The National Guard is 
a part of the U.S. military 
that traces its roots back to 
the colonial militias in 1636. 
It is one of three compo-
nents of the American armed 
forces, along with the regu-
lar active duty service mem-
bers and reservists.

According to the Depart-
ment of Defense, there are 
2.14 million uniformed per-
sonnel serving in the four 
Department of Defense 
branches: Army, Air Force, 
Navy and Marine Corps.

Full-time active duty 
personnel accounts for 1.4 
million service members. 
They are supplemented 
by a “selected reserve” of 
800,800 part-time uniformed 
personnel — 357,100 
reservists in each branch, 
and 443,700 National Guard 
members who serve with the 
Army and Air Force.

Reservists in the U.S. 
military are civilians who 
have a minimum commit-
ment to training each year. 
They can only be called to 
active duty by the president. 
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The Oregon National Guard is barring members who have not followed orders to be vaccinated 

against COVID-19 from taking part in military duties.

U.S. ARMED FORCES

Army:

Total force: 1 million

Active duty: 480,000

Reserves: 180,500

National Guard: 336,000

Air Force:

Total force: 510,000

Active duty: 332,800

Reserves: 70,100

National Guard: 107,700

Navy:

Total force: 399,500

Active duty: 340,500

Reserves: 59,000

Marine Corps: 

Total force: 224,700

Active duty: 186,200

Reserves: 38,500

Source: US Department of De-

fense manpower report, FY2020 
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Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Absence of 
difficulty

 5. Preserve a 
dead body

11. Gratitude
14. The act of 

coming togeth-
er again

15. More cushy
18. Visionaries

19. Large, 
fish-eating bird

21. Indicates near
23. NY Mets leg-

end Tommie

24. Icelandic 
books

28. Pop

29. Hammer is 
one

30. Sense of 
self-importance

32. Thyrotrophic 
hormone

33. Can’t be found
35. Electronic data 

processing

36. Passports and 
licenses are 
two

39. Snake-like 
fishes

41. Air Force

42. Popular 
computers

44. Intermediate 
ecological 
stage

46. Wings

47. Used in combi-
nation

49. Laid back

52. Jewelled 
headdress

56. Slow
58. Famous Falls
60. Reassertions
62. Periods of time

63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN

1. Body part
 2. Mimics

 3. Expel large 
quantities

 4. Sea eagle
 5. Genetically dis-

tinct varieties
 6. Dialect of 

Chinese

 7. Famous Mr. T 
character

 8. Consumed
 9. Chinese 

dynasty
10. Menace to 

yards
12. Ireland
13. Palm trees
16. Fungal 

disease

17. Willis and 
Robert are two

20. Affirmative! 
(slang)

22. It shows who 
you are

25. The First State 
(abbr.)

26. Get older
27. Associations
29. Woman 

(French)

31. Sunscreen 
rating

34. Brew
36. Leader

37. Plants in the 
legume family

38. Burn with a hot 
liquid

40. Junior’s father
43. Scads

45. Morning

48. Length of a 
line (abbr.)

50. Double curve
51. Small, thin 

person

53. Worn by 
exposure to the 
weather

54. Mars crater
55. Humanities
57. Word element 

meaning ear

58. To the __ 
degree

59. Residue of 
something 
burned

61. It cools your 
home
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Coffee Break!

Be our exclusiveCoffee Break sponsor!

Reach over 2,300 print and 

digital readers each week in the 

all Wallowa County Chieftain

Call 
Jennifer Cooney

today at 
541-805-9630 

for more 
information 

on this 
new weekly 

feature!


