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LA GRANDE — Con-
nie Guentert knows she 
has big shoes to fi ll as the 
new executive director of 
Community Connection of 
Northeast Oregon.

Thankfully, the out-
going director, Margaret 
Davidson, was right along-
side Guentert as she made 
the transition into the lead 
role in the company, a 
move that became offi  cial 
May 1.

“Margaret has just been 
a fantastic leader and 
teacher,” Guentert said. 
“To be able to follow in 
those large shoes is a chal-
lenge, but also the founda-
tion of having her for all 
this time, she’s imbued in 
me those same values and 
goals that we strive for in 
our agency.”

Guentert has been a part 
of Community Connection 
for 15 years, the last eight 
as the county manager in 
Wallowa County.

“Matter of fact, it’s like 
eight years exactly. May 1 
eight years ago I took over 
as county manager — eight 
years later, the new execu-
tive director,” she said.

Guentert said she has been 
“inspired” by Davidson, and 
repeatedly praised her eff ort 
fronting the agency, calling 
her an “invaluable teacher” 
and a person who leads 
by example.

Guentert began as a 
front offi  ce assistant in 
2007. She also spent time 
in transportation before 
moving into her county 
manager role in 2014. 
Knowing as many of the 
ins and outs of CCNO is 
valuable, she said.

“Learning the pro-

gram from the ground up 
and growing up within 
the agency, it has given 

me such a well rounded 
perspective of what this 
agency does for all the 

communities that we oper-
ate in,” she said. “It is so 
diverse.”

Guentert said the deci-
sion to step into the exec-
utive director role is one 
that required a deep inter-
nal look.

“I loved my job as the 
county manager,” she said. 

“‘Did I want to drive to La 
Grande everyday?’ Yeah, 
it was a lot of inner refl ec-
tion. ‘Did I want to take 
that step and continue on 
in the wonderful culture 
and leadership that Mar-
garet has (not only) led 
by example, but … really 
infused through our entire 
agency?’ It inspired me 
to step up and have the 
opportunity to continue the 
culture, the foundation of 
our agency, (and) the fam-
ily of it.”

Guentert will continue 
to live in Wallowa County, 
staying in an area she has 
grown to love, and will 
make the commute on a 
daily basis.

“It’s a beautiful drive,” 
she said. “It’s enjoyable. 
It’s time to refl ect on what 
you got going on in the day. 
When you’re home, you’re 
present for your family. It 
also keeps my feet in that 
neck of the woods, also. 
I’ve loved raising my fam-
ily there and living there. 
It’s home.”

Guentert said she 
doesn’t plan to make any 
alterations to the way 
Davidson operated CCNO, 
instead wanting to con-
tinue the legacy the long-
time executive director 
built.

“I am defi nitely going 
to operate it the same way 
she has,” she said. “Being 
present in the future, what 
our counties need, that is 
why we’re here. We’re 
here to serve people.”

Her replacement at 
Community Connection 
Wallowa County is still 
being determined. Guent-
ert said she hopes that spot 
is fi lled by mid-May.

Guentert takes over as CCNO executive director
Former Wallowa 
County manager 
for the agency 
replaces longtime 
leader Davidson
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Margaret Davidson, left, outgoing executive director for Community Connection of Northeast Oregon, stands next to Connie 

Guentert, right, the new director. Guentert served for eight years as the manager in Wallowa County prior to stepping into her 

new role on May 1, 2022.

“MARGARET HAS JUST BEEN A 

FANTASTIC LEADER AND TEACHER.”

— Connie Guentert, executive director of 

Community Connection of Northeast Oregon

Church
Directory

Joseph  United
Methodist Church

3rd & Lake St. • Joseph

10 AM Worship
Online AND In Person

Pastor Cherie Dearth

For More Info
541-432-3102

JosephUMC.ORG

Lostine
Presbyterian Church

Discussion Group   9:30 AM
Worship Service   11:00 AM

Childrens program during service

Blog: dancingforth.blogspot.com

541.398.0597

Hwy 82, Lostine

Stephen Kliewer, Minister

Wallowa
Assembly

of God

702 West Hwy 82
Wallowa, Oregon

541-886-8445
Sunday School • 9:am

Worship Service • 10:am
Pastor Tim Barton

Visit Us on 

Enterprise Community
Congregational Church

Join us at the
BIG BROWN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Bible Study:

Sundays, 9:30 am

301 NE First St. • Enterprise, OR
Find us on Facebook! 541.426.3044

Interim Pastor Rev Dr. Craig Pesti-Strobel

Seventh-Day Adventist
Church & School

305 Wagner (near the Cemetery)
P.O. Box N. Enterprise, OR 97828

Church 541-426-3751
School 541-426-8339

Pastor David Ballard 503-810-9886

Worship Hour
10:30 a.m. - Noon

Enterprise
Christian Church

85035 Joseph Hwy • (541) 426-3449

We have ‘In-person worship” @ 9:00 am
(Guidelines observed)

Sunday School at 10:30

Parking Lot Radio/Facebook @ 9:00

David Bruce
Pastor, Enterprise Christian Church

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

100 NE 3rd St, Enterprise

NE 3rd & Main St

541-426-3439
Worship Service
Sunday 9:30am

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

Pastor John B. King Jr 
phone (message): 541-426-4633 

web: gracelutheranenterprise.com

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

at 9am

409 West Main - Enterprise

Grace Lutheran
Church

Christ Covenant
Church

Pastor Terry Tollefson

Church Office: 541-263-0505

723 College Street, Lostine

Family Prayer - 9 AM

Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Worship - 10:30 AM

Christ Covenant
Church

Sundays at 10 am
at the Cloverleaf Hall in Enterprise

Summit Church

Pastor: David Pendleton

www.summitchurchoregon.org

Cloverleaf Hall • 668 NW 1st St. • Enterprise, OR 97828

107 E. Main • Enterprise • 541-426-3351
www.bookloftoregon.com

& Skylight
Gallery

Finding books is
our specialty

Gallery
Finding books is

  3. Acted superior to
  4. Big rig
  5. Give a good tip?
  6. Sacred carving
  7. Apple desktop
  8. Start over on
  9. Pickleball racket
10. What many a meeting 
      could’ve been
11. Theatrical finale for “Our” 
      or “On the”
12. Ladder level
13. Tax refund org.
21. Church instrument
22. Starting point for many an 
      inspiring tale
27. Was in the red
28. Retired pitcher Martinez
29. Former “SNL” cast member, e.g.
30. Kind of engineer who may 
      design a surgical robot

31. Netflix’s “Inventing ___”
32. Stagger
33. Indulge in retail therapy
34. Golden State wine region
35. Paraphernalia
36. Stick on the barbecue?
39. Labor group
41. Plant with spores
42. Shorten, like a dictionary
44. Stylist’s cut
46. Shade sources
47. Eva portrayed by Madonna
49. ___ friends (in good company)
50. What you’d be smart to join?
51. Opera solo
52. Cunning
53. “Crazy Rich Asians” author Kevin
54. FedEx’s has a hidden arrow
55. DVR maker
56. Ethane or methane

CLUES ACROSS

  1. Women, folksily
  5. Mess up 007’s   
      martini order
  9. Cultural dish variety?
14. Woodwind that Julia   
      Roberts played
15. Where the heart is, it’s said
16. Love, in French
17. Bureaucratic document
18. Barely
19. Appears, as the day
20. It’s heard but never       
      seen (In this answer,   
      see letters 3-6)
23. Google Maps 
      offering: Abbr.
24. LP speed
25. “___ aboard!”
26. Canine meme
28. On the same ___
30. Cell reception unit
33. Winter figures (letters 4-7)
36. Periodic trig function
37. It’s often preceded 
      by “safe,” redundantly
38. End of UCLA’s URL
39. Slightly ahead
40. Column with a perspective
41. Cow or pig (letters 2-7)
43. Expected golf score
44. Savior
45. Attack like Dracula
46. Roofing gunk
47. ___ tip (expert pointer)
48. Beaver’s creation
51. Novel featuring Mrs. 
      Whatsit (letters 6-10)
56. “Foxy Brown” star Pam
57. Part of a phrase
58. RuPaul, e.g., in the 
      world of drag
59. Didn’t feel well
60. Very excited
61. Delivery vehicles
62. “If you ___” (“OK, then”)
63. Not any
64. ‘70s gymnast Korbut

CLUES DOWN

  1. Win at life
  2. Give or take


