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Knox retiring after 12 years at chamber

By Bill Bradshaw

NTERPRISE — Vis-
E itors will only have

until the end of April
to see Diane Knox’s smiling
face greet them at the offices
of the Wallowa County
Chamber of Commerce in
Enterprise. After that, she’ll
be out in the woods enjoy-
ing her retirement.

After 12 years as the
chamber’s administrative
assistant, Knox is stepping
down.

“There’s other things
I want to do,” she said. “I
have family I want to go
see and there are different
projects I haven’t gotten to
because I'm too busy here.”

She said Thursday,
March 31, she hopes to
do more hiking, huckle-
berry-picking and looking
for morel mushrooms, in
particular.

“You know, get out in the
woods more, no longer sit-
ting at a desk,” she said.

Knox’s background

Having moved to the
county in 1986, Knox’s
retirement plans take her
back to what she spent most
of her working life doing.
For 20 years, she worked
for the U.S. Forest Service
in wildlife management, as
a silviculturist and in refor-
estation. Her Forest Service
work was mostly here, but
also in the John Day area.

After leaving the Forest
Service, she spent a couple
years working for the Wal-
lowa County Nursery before
landing the chamber job.
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Diane Knox, administrative assistant at the Wallowa County Chamber of Commerce, left, works at her desk as chamber Executive
Director Jennifer Piper looks on Thursday, March 31, 2022. Knox will be retiring at the end of April.

The job

Knox said that although
she prefers to be outside,
she’s found her work at the
chamber interesting.

She said she’s liked
“working with different
members, the different busi-
nesses and getting them
to work more on our web
page, putting more about
their businesses because
we’ve enhanced our web-
site so they can have a bet-
ter description. They can put
a photo gallery for them dis-
playing their businesses and
working with them trying to
promote them.”

That doesn’t mean she’s
necessarily a computer guru.
“I don’t know if I’d go

that far, but I know enough
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to get where I need to be,”
she said.

The most interesting part
of the job, Knox said, has
been meeting all the differ-
ent people who stop in to
learn about what the county
has to offer.

“I’ve been working with
a lot of visitors, giving them
ideas of where to go and
what to go see in the county,
promoting all the local busi-
nesses that we have here so
that they can find them,” she
said. “Different people want
different things. Sometimes
we’ll promote the barn tour,
sometimes businesses at the
lake, hiking trails and tell-
ing them where to get more
information, etc.”

She said she’s visited
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with not only people from
elsewhere in the country,
but from foreign countries,
as well.

“People come here from
all over the world and that’s
pretty cool,” she said. “I’ve
had people in here from
Australia, South Korea,
China, France, Germany,
Austria, Sweden, the United
Kingdom, all over the
world.”

Wallowa County has sev-
eral features the foreign vis-
itors find intriguing, Knox
said.

“I’ve seen a lot of them
come for Hells Canyon,
because it’s the deepest can-
yon (in North America),”
she said. “One of the things
that they really pick up on
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is that, especially the peo-
ple coming from out of the
country. They (also) want to
know about Wallowa Lake
and I have them check out
the lake. I always explain

to them that the lake was
formed by glaciers and still
has the intact moraines,
which is pretty cool because
a lot of them don’t have
those anymore.”

She also tells them about
the Wallowa Mountains and
the tram up Mount Howard.

Personally, it’s that
diverse terrain Knox finds so
intriguing about the county.

“You can go down in the
canyon country and up to
high elevations,” she said.
“That’s what I really like
about it, all that diversity.”

A replacement?

Chamber Executive
Director Jennifer Piper
said Knox won’t be easy to
replace.

“Diane is what has kept
everything running and has
been a tremendous help
and resource to me and get-
ting myself established in
this role,” said Piper, who
has been in her post since
December 2020. “She has
very big shoes for some-
one to fill. ... I'm making it
sound a little bit intimidating,
but we’re excited to find the
next person as the chamber
continues to evolve in a new
phase of the organization. We
know the right fit is out there.
I just really appreciate every-
thing that Diane has done in
my time at the chamber and
prior to my time. She’s given
a lot to this organization.”

Knox dismisses the diffi-
culty in replacing her.

“There’s a lot of talented
people out there,” she said.
“Just have to find the right
one.”

Piper said she hopes to
have someone on board
before Knox leaves so Knox
can show her replacement
the ropes.

“That is the plan,” Piper
said March 31, adding that,
“We do have strong appli-
cants and plan to move for-
ward the first half of April.”

Will Knox miss working
at the chamber?

“Yeah, I’ll miss it,” she
said. “But I’ve worked all
my life, so I'm ready to
retire.”

Bill ~ Bradshaw is a
reporter for the Wallowa
County Chieftain. Have a
business tip? Contact him
at 541-398-5503 or bbrad-
shaw@wallowa.com.
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Gréce Lutheran
Church
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WORSHIP
at9am
Pastor John B. King Jr
phone (message): 541-426-4633
web: gracelutheranenterprise.com

-
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10 AM Worship

Online AND In Person

For More Info
541-432-3102
JosephUMC.ORG
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