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WALLOWA COUNTY
— As the latest surge of
coronavirus hits Wallowa
County, few businesses
have been forced to close
but there is a renewed inter-
est in requiring face masks
and sanitizing business
premises.

This comes at the end of
a summer when many peo-
ple were feeling the need for
masks was nearly at an end
and many businesses had
stopped requiring them.

Enterprise’s Safeway
grocery store was one
that had the strictest mask
requirements for most of the
pandemic and then relaxed
it early in the summer. But
the store is requiring masks
again.

“Our Enterprise Safeway
began requiring masks fol-
lowing the governor’s rein-
statement of the mandate
that required businesses to
do so,” said Jill McGinnis,
director of communications
and public affairs for Safe-
way in an email. “We will
continue to put our associ-
ate and customer safety first
and follow local and state
guidelines.”

On Aug. 11, Gov. Kate
Brown ordered masks be
worn indoors in public
places by everyone age 5
and over beginning Aug.
13, the Chieftain reported.
Brown urged — but did not
mandate — the wearing of
masks in crowded outdoor
situations and that private
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Many businesses in Wallowa County are not a fan of mask mandates, but most places are complying with the rules that were

putin place in August 2021.

companies and organiza-
tions enact their own indoor
mask policies.

Masks annoying

Many find the return to a
mask mandate annoying, if
nothing else.

Mike Goss, owner of the
Dollar Stretcher in Enter-
prise, said he’ll tell custom-
ers they should have a mask,
but limited time and staff
preclude a 100% compli-
ance with Brown’s mandate.

“We are trying to comply
with the governor’s man-
date but I’'m not going to
be the city cop and force all
customers to comply,” he
said. “People have to police
themselves.”

But another store is hold-
ing off. An assistant man-
ager at the Market Place
in Joseph said the mask

requirement isn’t officially
law yet.

“We’re just waiting for
(the governor) to actually
put it into law and that’ll
force us to do it,” Clint Lion
said. “We’ve been waiting
for the government mandate
(on the public) to be signed
and she hasn’t signed it yet.”

But KATU-TV reported
Aug. 24 that the Oregon
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration will
enforce the mandate.

For the most part, busi-
nesses that were contacted
were reviving the precau-
tions taken early in the pan-
demic that began in March
2020, although few actually
have closed their doors as
was required then.

Even a small opera-
tion like Favorite Finds on
Main, an antique and col-

lectibles shop operated by
Sondra Lozier, is muddling
through.

“I’m a one-woman show;
if I ever have 10 people in
its usually a family,” she
said. “It’s very trying in a lot
of ways. ... The good side
is I think people are slowing
down.”

She did, however, say
the resurgent pandemic
caused disappointment by
forcing the cancellation of
two events she’s involved
in. She organizes the Hells
Canyon Mule Days, which
was to be the weekend after
Labor Day and had to be
postponed until next year.
She also is involved in orga-
nizing a quilt retreat that
also had to be canceled.

“That’s helped” slow
things down, Lozier said.

She said that despite the
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surge in cases, she believes
folks here are generally
safe.

“I’ve been in business
so long that nothing really
affects me,” she said. “I’'m
just glad I live in Wallowa
County because we are such
a clean county.”

Normal operation

Other businesses that
have had to close in the past
are mostly operating nor-
mally. Double Arrow Vet-
erinary Clinic in Enter-
prise had its lobby closed
for some months and has
reopened it. However, all
staff and customers are
required to mask up when
inside.

The Les Schwab Tire
Center in Enterprise also
finds the mask mandate
annoying, but is complying
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COVID hits again, businesses plod along

by having staff and custom-
ers wear masks.

“It’s pretty tough ... espe-
cially for the guys working
in the heat,” said JR Pinea,
assistant manager. “We’re
following the guidelines. ...
It’s tough for everybody, but
we’re doing it.”

The pandemic surge
doesn’t seem to have affected
the lodging industry much,
although some are closing
or preparing to close as tour-
ist season winds down. A
spokeswoman at the Ponder-
osa Motel in Enterprise said
it and the Wilderness Inn —
owned by the Naisbitt family
— remain open and are con-
tinuing to take precautions
by wearing face masks and
thoroughly sanitizing rooms
between customer stays.

Some restaurants are
returning to early-pandemic
protocols of outside seating
or takeout.

Kim Moore, co-owner
of the red Rooster Café in
Enterprise, said her estab-
lishment closed for a short
time earlier this summer, but
it’s reopened now.

Heavenly’s in Enterprise
has ceased its indoor seat-
ing, but everyone working is
masked.

The change has been
more to do with a difficulty
in getting employees than
anything, said co-owner
Cindy Ellis.

“They”’re getting unem-
ployment or they don’t want
to work, that’s what I'm
assuming,” she said.

Bill Bradshaw is a reporter
for the Wallowa County
Chieftain. Have a business
tip? Contact him at 541-
398-5503 or bbradshaw@,

wallowa.com.
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