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Gravel cycling takes people around the

Dirty Freehub
provides routes
online

By BILL BRADSHAW
Wallowa County Chieftain

WALLOWA COUNTY
— An online nonprofit
group that promotes gravel
bicycle routes is taking
advantage of the many
miles of gravel roads in
Wallowa County, as well
as the history and beauty of
the county by establishing
routes for gravel cycling.

The Bend-based Dirty
Freehub maps out routes
it shares with cyclists. The
group has a guide to more
than 8,000 miles of gravel
bike routes across Oregon,
Washington, California,
Arizona and Tasmania.

So far, the group has
mapped four five-star routes
in the county, according to
Executive Director Linda

English.
“One will go through
Zumwalt  (Prairie) Pre-

serve,” English said in a
press release. “We will have
one that starts in Enter-
prise and uses Hurricane
Ridge, another that starts
in Imnaha and another that
uses logging/forest roads
up toward Hells Canyon
Lookout.”

Dirty Freehub’s
purpose

English said the group’s
goals are multiple.

“We’ve been provid-
ing five-star gravel bike
route guides since 2014,
but becoming a nonprofit
better reflects our mis-
sion,” English said. “While
cyclists use our website to
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Linda English/Dirty Freehub, Contributed Photo
Gravel cyclists traverse a route between Enterprise and Joseph recently. From left, are Kevin
English, Chris Kutach and Kelly Kutach.
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dirtyfreehub.org/Contributed Map

This map, from Dirty Freehub'’s website, shows a gravel bicycle
course in the Enterprise and Joseph areas.

find routes, our real mission
is to connect cyclists to the
places they ride.”

The group also has other
missions.

“We have a bunch of

social missions: inspir-
ing people to get outside
and ride, utilizing exist-
ing roads but trying to keep
cyclists off busier roads,”
English said in an email.

“Economic  development
for areas that depend on
tourism, inspiring cyclists
to become donors, volun-
teers and advocates to orga-
nizations that preserve the-
ses areas.”

She said  Wallowa
County offers some unique
opportunities for cyclists.

“To connect a cyclist to
where they ride, we can use
a variety of approaches,”
she said. “The stories about
the granges are fascinat-
ing. The history of Joseph,
information about the fish
hatchery and environmen-
tal info from organizations
that work to protect the
beauty of the area, the eco-
systems, etc.”

Dirty Freehub also is
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focused on how to utilize
technology to help cyclists
find the best routes.

“I’'m so impressed with
the range of technology
they have implemented,”
said Chuck Allen, a board
member and retired Micro-
soft executive. “They offer
downloadable routes with
turn-by-turn directions, a
searchable database and
mapping overlays that let
you look at multiple routes
on a map in one area. With
media, they have pictures,
videos, and now podcasts.
They are really changing
the game of route guides.”

Another board mem-
ber, Mike Hobson, said
the group’s goals fit right
into places like Wallowa
County communities.

“Farming towns ... are
just a blast to ride,” he
said. “I love the big views
of the mountains and quiet
roads.”

He also noted that this
means tourism dollars to
communities that could
really benefit.

And what about e-bikes?
Dirty Freehub fully sup-
ports gravel e-bikes, with
each route clearly tagged as
e-bike friendly.

Dirty Freehub’s past

Dirty Freehub has a long
history with gravel cycling.

“Back in 2014, Dirty
Freehub founders Linda
and Kevin (English) were
enthusiastically convincing
me that gravel was going
to be the next big thing
in cycling, they were on
the forefront of the gravel
scene with a pointed vision
to start creating routes for
their community to enjoy,”
said Nicola  Cranmer,
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county

founder and general man-
ager of TWENTY24 Wom-
en’s Pro Cycling Team
and Dirty Frechub adviser.
“They were so passionate
about riding gravel, who
could have foreseen the
explosion of events, cul-
ture and participation in the
years that followed, they
were such visionaries.”

English said she’s partic-
ularly eager to get cyclists
around Wallowa County,
with which she’s become
familiar.

“We also love to help
with dispersing people;
we worked on routes that
used roads up toward Hells
Canyon Overlook and saw
absolutely nobody,” she
said. “Same thing with the
road up Zumwalt, which
was spectacular.  There
are loads of great farm-
ing roads around Lostine
and Enterprise. Same thing
around Imnaha.”

Regarding the future
of Dirty Freehub, Linda
English said, “We will keep
adding route guides. Right
now we are focused on
Oregon, California, Wash-
ington and Arizona. We are
also adding information to
the existing route guides
including 2-minute vid-
eos that provide an amaz-
ing feel about the route and
podcasts that tell stories
about the history, culture,
or environment of an area.
We will add to our bike
packing routes and con-
tinue to learn more about
supporting e-bikes.”

For more information
about Dirty Freehub, go
to  www.dirtyfreehub.org,
email info@DirtyFree-
hub.org or call English at
541-550-8930.
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