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Lucky hunters will have longer to get their goat

By Jayson Jacoby
Jjjacoby@bakercityherald.
com

The relative handful of
hunters fortunate enough
to draw a tag for a moun-
tain goat will have more
time to track down one of
the cliff-dwelling animals in
2020.

The Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW) has lengthened the
season for several mountain
goat hunts in the Elkhorn
and Wallowa mountains,
and in Hells Canyon, for this
year’s seasons.

ODFW also created two
new goat hunts in the Wal-
lowas, each offering a sin-
gle tag.

» Southern Wallowas —
all of the Catherine Creek,
Keating and Pine Creek
units, and the southern part
of the Minam unit. The hunt
will run from Aug. 1 through
Oct. 31.

* Copper Creek — parts
of the Minam unit in the
Eagle Cap Wilderness. The
hunt will run from Sept. 1
through Oct. 31.

Both of the new hunts are
much longer than has been
typical for mountain goat
hunts in Northeastern Ore-
gon. Most of the existing
hunts will run for one to two
months in 2020.

In 2019 the majority of
those hunts ran for eight to
15 days.

A goat tag is the rarest
of big-game hunting oppor-
tunities in Oregon. And as
with bighorn sheep tags,
hunters can draw only one
in a lifetime (bighorn hunts
have also been extended to
about one month for 2020).

ODFW officials decided
to lengthen the goat seasons
in part because the previous
seasons were so short that
unavoidable factors such
as wildfires or early snow-
storms could disrupt goat
hunters’ chances, said Nick
Myatt, the ODFW official
who lives in Baker City and
has been leading the agen-
cy’s multi-year effort to
streamline and, where possi-
ble, to simplify hunting reg-
ulations statewide.

“These are once-in-a-life-
time hunts, and we wanted
to make sure our season
structure really reflected
that,” Myatt said. “We felt
that giving people the max-
imum flexibility is the right
thing to do.”

Heavy snow is a partic-
ular issue, Myatt said, since
mountain goats spend most
of their time at the highest
elevations where blizzards
aren’t uncommon during
September and October.

The addition of the South-
ern Wallowas and Copper
Creek hunts brings the total
goat tags for 2020 to 27,
all in Northeastern Oregon.
Two of those tags — one in
the Elkhorns and on at Hat
Point — are for hunters who
don’t live in Oregon.

In 2019, about 12,500
people applied for one of
the 25 mountain goat tags
available.

Oregon’s biggest moun-
tain goat herds live in the
Elkhorns and the Wallowas.

There are smaller herds
in the Strawberry Mountains
south of Prairie City, in parts
of Hells Canyon, and in the
Wenaha River area north of
Elgin.

ODFW trapped goats in

the Elkhorns and moved
the animals to each of those
areas over the past two
decades to either create
herds or supplement exist-
ing populations.

Following are changes in
the lengths of mountain goat
hunts, along with the num-
ber of tags, and the number
of applicants for each hunt
in 2019.

Elkhorn Mountains
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Rocky Mountain goats in the Elkhorn Mountains.

* No. 1 has 3 tags —
2020 hunt will run from
Aug. 1-31. The 2019 season
was Sept. 7-15. Applications
totaled 2,600.

* No. 2 has 2 tags (one
nonresident) — 2020 hunt
will run from Sept. 1-30.
The 2019 season was Sept.
16-24. Applications totaled
774.

* No. 3 has 3 tags — 2020
hunt will run from Oct. 1-31.

The 2019 season was Oct.
12-20. Applications totaled
1,488.

Wallowa Mountains

* E. Hurricane Creek has
1 tag — 2020 hunt will run
from Sept. 1 to Oct. 31. The
2019 hunt was Sept. 7-22.
Applications totaled 484.

* W. Hurricane Creek has
1 tag — 2020 hunt will run
from Sept. 1 to Oct. 31. The
2019 hunt was Sept. 7-22.
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Directory

St. Katherine’s
Catholic Church

Fr. Thomas Puduppulliparamban
301 E. Garfield Enterprise

Mass Schedule
Sundays:
St. Pius X, Wallowa - 8:00 am

St. Katherine of Siena, Enterprise 10:30am

Saturdays:
St Katherine of Siena, Enterprise 5:30pm

Weekday:

St. Katherine of Siena, Enterprise — 8:00am

(Monday — Thursday and First Friday)

All are welcome

Joseph United
Methodist Church

3rd & Lake St. ¢ Joseph
Pastor Cherie Dearth
Phone: 541-432-3102

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am

JosephUMC.org

Enterprise
Christian Church

85035 Joseph Hwy * (541) 426-3449

Worship at 9 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship at 6 p.m.
(nursery at A.M. services)

“Loving God & One Another”
David Bruce, Sr. - Minister

Lostine
Presbyterian Church

Discussion Group 9:30 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM

Childrens program during service
Blog: dancingforth.blogspot.com

541.398.0597

Hwy 82, Lostine
Stephen Kliewer, Minister

Wallowa
Assembly

of God

702 West Hwy 82
Wallowa, Oregon
541-886-8445
Sunday School ¢ 9:am
Worship Service ¢ 10:am
Pastor Tim Barton
Visit Uson [}

Seventh-Day Adventist
Church & School

305 Wagner (near the Cemetery)
P.O. Box N. Enterprise, OR 97828
541-426-3751 Church
541-426-8339 School
Worship Services
Sabbath School 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Worship Hour 11:00 a.m. - Noon

Grace Lutheran
Church

409 West Main -Enterprise
SUNDAY WORSHIP at 9am

February 2, 2020
Douglas Vaughan « Guest Pastor

phone (message): 541-426-4633
web: gracelutheranenterprise.com

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

100 NE 3rd St, Enterprise
NE 3rd & Main St
541-426-3439

Worship Service
Sunday 9:30am

Summit Church

Gospel Centered Community
Service time: 10:30 am
Cloverleaf Hall in Enterprise
541-426-2150
Pastor: David Pendleton

Summﬂ"&

HURCGCH
www.summitchurchoregon.org

Christ Covenant
Church

Pastor Terry Tollefson
Church Office: 541-263-0505

Family Prayer 9 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

723 College Street, Lostine

Enterprise Community
Congregational Church

The Big Brown Church
with an open door

Sundays 11:00 am
Pastor Archie Hook
Bible Studies: Thurs, 6:30 pm
Sundays 9:30 am
Children’s program during
Sunday worship

301 NE First St. e Enterprise, OR
Find us on Facebook! 541.426.3044

Applications totaled 316.

* Goat Mtn. No. 1 has 2
tags — 2020 hunt will run
from Sept. 1-30. The 2019
hunt was Sept. 7-22. Appli-
cations totaled 760.

* Goat Mt. No. 2 has 2
tags — 2020 hunt will run
from Oct. 1-31. The 2019
hunt was Oct. 12-22. Appli-
cations totaled 321.

* Cusick Mtn. has 1 tag
— 2020 hunt will run from
Sept. 1-Oct. 31. The 2019
hunt was from Sept. 7-22.
Applications totaled 529.

Hells Canyon

» Hat Point No. 1 has 2
tags (one nonresident) —
2020 hunt will run from
Sept. 1-30. The 2019 hunt
was from Sept. 7-22. Appli-
cations totaled 655.

» Hat Point No. 2 has 3
tags — 2020 hunt will run
from Oct. 1-31. The 2019
hunt was from Oct. 12-22.
Applications totaled 683.

* S. Snake River No. 1
has 2 tags — 2020 hunt will
run from Sept. 1-30. The
2019 hunt was from Sept.
7-22. Applications totaled
939.

* S. Snake River No. 2
has 1 tag — 2020 hunt will
run from Oct. 1-31. The
2019 hunt ran from Oct.
12-22. Applications totaled
378.

Other areas

* N. Wenaha has 1 tag
— 2020 hunt will run from
Sept. 1 through Oct. 31. The
2019 hunt was from Sept.
7-22. Applications totaled
601.

 Strawberry Mountains
has 1 tag — 2020 hunt will
run from Sept. 1 through
Oct. 31, the same period
as for 2019. Applications
totaled 1,936.

Univ of New South Wales
The platypus is listed as

endangered in South

Australia

Platypus on
the brink of
extinction

By Caroline Tang
University of New
South Wales

Australia’s  devastating
drought is having a critical
impact on the iconic platy-
pus, a globally unique mam-
mal, with increasing reports
of rivers drying up and platy-
puses becoming stranded.

Platypuses were once
considered widespread
across the eastern Austra-
lian mainland and Tasmania,
although not a lot is known
about their distribution or
abundance because of the
species’ secretive and noc-
turnal nature.

A new study examined
the potentially devastat-
ing combination of threats
to platypus populations,
including water resource
development, land clearing,
climate change and increas-
ingly severe periods of
drought.

Valentine's
Gifts
Galore!

* Perfume and Lotion *
* Sparkly Jewelry *
* Cozy Blankets *
* Inspirational or Naughty
Leather Bags *
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