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Steve Tool

Federico Buoncompagni, an exchange student from a
small community on the east coast of Italy, has changed
and brightened the entire complexion of kicking for the

Joseph Eagles football team.

Exchange student gets
Joseph Eagles foothall
off on the right foot

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

For a professional foot-
ball team, a kicker can
often prove to be the deci-
sive edge that allows a
team to win a close game.
On the other hand, fans of
six and eight-man football
aren’t used to seeing much
in the way of kicking other
than kickoffs and punts —
field goals and point after
touchdown kicks? For-
get about it. However, an
exchange student is chang-
ing that for Joseph Eagles
fans.

Federico Buoncom-
pagni, from a small com-
munity on the east coast of
Italy, about the same size
as his temporary adopted
Joseph home, can often be
seen doing his soccer-style
kicks for PATs and the
occasional field goal.

He became interested
in volunteering as an
exchange student after an
AFS (formerly American
Field Service) presentation
at his school.

“My father came to lis-
ten to the presentation
and asked me if I wanted
this experience,” Buon-
campagni said. “I said,
‘Il try.”” He lives in the
home of Randy and Jeni
Greenshields.

“She  (Jeni  Green-
shields) said that a lot of
exchange students played
football, and everybody
had fun,” Buoncampagni
said.

Buoncompagni  didn’t
grow up playing or watch-
ing American football of
course. Like most Euro-
peans, he plays and fol-
lows soccer or Rugby.
Even then, he didn’t come
by his skills as a star offen-
sive player, although he
said he was a good defen-
sive player.

“I don’t kick in Italy,”
he said. “I play center
back.”

He didn’t really know
what to expect when he
started practice, but he
laughingly described his
first efforts as, “very bad.”
But he also kept improv-
ing. He now sometimes
plays running back in addi-
tion to his kicking duties.

“I’m quite fast,” he said
without a hint of braggado-
cio. Kicking is his favorite
part of football.

As some Eagles play-
ers run to get some water,
Buoncompagni doesn’t get
a chance to answer if his
teammates were surprised
at his kicking ability.

“Not really,” a team-
mate said. “Look at his
legs.” The exchange stu-
dent also noted that the
spirit of camaraderie is
similar in American foot-
ball and Italian Soccer.

Will he play other
sports?

“This winter, I’ll play
basketball and after that,
track,” he said.

In the meantime, he’s
enjoying his stay.

“I like it here,” he said.
“I’ll come back. I don’t
know when — maybe on a
vacation.”

Coach Duncan Christ-
man said that Buoncom-
pagni is a great addition
to the team and is happy
to have him. He said that
with some training in kick-
ing the American football,
Buoncampagni is barely
missing  50-yard  field
goals.

“He surprises us every
day, and he’s taking to
American football more
and more,” he said. “Fed-
erico’s our second-team
running back and on our
games when we’re a
bit ahead, he plays sec-
ond-team defensive back.”

Youth soccer season ends Saturday

Hope remains for
sport to continue
for older kids

By Bill Bradshaw
Wallowa County Chieftain

Youth soccer’s six-week
season wraps up Saturday,
Oct. 19, with a daylong
jamboree.

The Enterprise teams will
play at Jensen Fields behind
Safeway. Teams in Joseph
and Wallowa also play
locally.

Saturday’s play will con-
sist of two games per team,
beginning in mid-morning
and concluding in mid-after-
noon, said Jeff Yanke, pres-
ident of the Wallowa Valley
Youth Soccer Association.
He was uncertain as to the
exact time the games would
begin, but said team coaches
would inform players.
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Daisy Mendez, left, of the Abundant Life team, takes the ball
past Freija Hostetter, of the Meadowlark Land Services team,
Monday, Oct. 7, at Jensen Fields in Enterprise during a game
for kids 9 through 13 years of age.

About 225 youths have
enjoyed a six-week season
that started just after Labor
Day. Divided into three age/

skill levels, kids from ages
5 to 13 learned the basics of
the sport, as well as sports-
manship. The 21 teams

were based in Enterprise,
Joseph and Wallowa, often
traveling from one town to
another to compete Monday
and Wednesday evenings.

The teams are organized
into three levels: ages 5
through 7, under age 11 and-
under age 14. The rules for
each skill level are different.
For example, the younger
kids don’t keep score, aren’t
allowed to do head shots and
they play on a field about half
the size of the field the older
kids play on. Head shots,
corner and penalty kicks and
scoring are allowed for the
older divisions.

There is hope that kids
will  find  opportunities
to play organized soccer
beyond age 14, Yanke said.

“I think what we’ve seen
this year is we have a lot of
interest and we have a lot of
skill we would like to see
promoted,” he said.

Outlaw gridders gun down Ione/Arlington

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

The Outlaws gridders are
on a roll after a heart-stop-
ping 36-28 victory at lone/
Arlington on Friday, Oct.
I1. The Outlaws have
won two of their last three
contests.

Coach Rusty Eschler said
the Outlaws fought hard to
get the victory and only
sealed the win in the waning
final minute.

“It was a very physi-
cal game,” he said. “Our
kids fought the whole way
through.”

According to Eschler, the
Outlaws played well and led
in the first half, but a change
of fortune in the second half
saw the Outlaws start to fall
behind. The Outlaws didn’t
quit, and tied the score in the
fourth quarter. During a late
drive, the Outlaws managed
to stifle a Cardinals drive
and force a punt. Enterprise
took possession of the ball
with only about 44 seconds
remaining in regulation and
the score tied at 28.

The Outlaws went right
to work. Helped along
by unsportsmanlike con-
duct penalties, a pass com-

Eagles remain undefeated

Steve Tool/John DeWitt
Wallowa County Chieftain

The  Joseph  Eagles
climbed  another  rung
upward as they took down
rival South Wasco County in
six-man football by a 25-13
score. Wasco put up a tough
fight in holding the Eagles to
their lowest point total of the
season.

Joseph had an unsettled
start in the contest. The Red-
sides put together a success-
ful drive before fumbling
in the Eagle red-zone. Had-
ley Miller came up with the
recovery. On the next drive
the Eagle offense got on
track with a quick drive start-
ing with three good rush-
ing plays before sophomore
quarterback, Trace Collier,
found Carson Littlepage on
a short pass that turned into
a 48 yard touchdown. The
extra point kick was blocked
leaving the score at 6-0.

The second half started
with promise as Joseph
kicker Federico Buoncam-
pagni put the kickoff to the
South Wasco 2-yard-line
with no return. But the Red-
sides drove the ball more
than 70 yards into Eagle
territory before a series of
stops by defensive stalwarts
Ronny Morello and Jonah
Staigle turned possession
over to Joseph.

The next two drives saw
Joseph go ahead 19-0. A
two-play drive saw Littlep-
age get loose for his second
touchdown. A Juston Rog-
ers interception on the next
S. Wasco possession led to
another Littlepage touch-
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making friends?

Introducing Pediatric.
Occupational Therapist
Adaline Boden, MS, OTR/L .

« Does your child struggle to complete daily self-
care tasks such as feeding, dressing, or bathing?
o Is your child not meeting developmental mile-
stones (sitting up, crawling, walking, appropriate -
play, handwriting, etc.) or struggling to keep up

« Does your child have a hard time staying
organized at school, following directions, gets
frustrated easily, or is having a hard time

Ask your Primary Care Provider for a referral today!
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down run.

The Eagles looked in
control. Littlepage’s even-
tual fourth touchdown of
the day sealed a 25-7 lead.
S. Wasco got a consolation
score on the last play for the
final score.

Head Coach Duncan
Christman thanked every-
one on the team for the great
effort and for digging in and
fighting for the whole game.

“We made enough mis-
takes that we could have lost
that game, but fortunately
had enough great individu-
als step up and make great
plays to see us through,” he
said. “South Wasco is a gen-
uine team ran by a genu-
ine coaching staff as well,”
Christman said. “It’s nice
to have a strong rivalry like
ours that should continue for
years to come.”

Littlepage led the rush-
ing charge with 193 yards
on a mere 15 touches while
Rogers amassed 71 yards on
11 carries. The offense com-
pleted four of ten passes for
64 yards.

Defensively, Ronnie
Morello led the battle with
an amazing 10 tackles, fol-
lowed by Jonah Staigle with
nine and Haden Hite with
seven.

The undefeated Eagles
next play at home, facing
Mitchell/Spray/Wheeler on
Friday, Oct. 18 at 5:30 p.m.

pletion to Dallas Harker
brought the ball down to
the five-yard line with only
seconds remaining. Jericho
Peters carried the ball in for
the score with only 10 sec-
onds on the clock. The two-
point conversion brought the
game to its final 36-28 score,
but the Outlaws weren’t
through yet.

Trace Evans intercepted
a hail Mary pass as the final
play of the game.

“It was an incredibly tight
game,” Eschler said. “The
kids didn’t quit, and it’s one
of the first times they found
a way to win. In the past, in

<l

WALLOWA COUNTY

dire situations, we kind of
got our heads down, but not
this time. We’ve hopefully
turned a corner, and I’'m
excited because it’s a good
win going into the last game.
It was a fun ride home.”

The win left the Outlaws
with a 2-2 season record and
2-3 overall, sitting in third
place in league standings.
The squad is currently in the
19 slot in state rankings. The
Outlaws next face Union in
an away battle on Thursday,
Oct. 17.

“Union’s a pretty good
football team,” Eschler said.
“It’ll be a real battle for us.”
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Wallowa Valley
Eye Care

519 W. North Street, Enterprise

541.426.3413
Mon-Thurs 9 to Noon/1-5pm; Fri. 9-1

Please help us
welcome...

Jennifer
Little
FNP

Jennifer is a family
nurse practioner with
her masters from
Vanderbuilt University

Mountain View Medical Group

Call Jennifer to schedule your appointment
in Enterprise or Joseph today!

541-426-7900
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HARD WORKING TRACTOR
FROM 24 TO 80 HP

BRANSON 3520R

GOT JUST
YOUR

“WE CAN MEET ALL
YOUR BRANSON NEEDS."

NORTON’S WELDING

131 HWY 82 « LOSTINE, OR

541-569-2436

Toll Free: 866-628-2497 / Cell: 541-398-2900 - www.nortonwelding.com




