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100 YEARS AGO
July 25, 1918

The Wallowa National For-
est again led all reserves of 
the Pacific Northwest district 
in receipts from grazing per-
mits for the past fiscal year 
–– $28,830.

A deluge of rain fell late 
yesterday afternoon in the val-
ley. After a few minutes of the 
downpour, water stood in the 
streets of town, and every hol-
low was a lake.

The shortage of labor due 
to the war has induced Mrs. 
K. S. Rogers to announce that 
the dining room of the hotel 
in Enterprise will close Satur-
day night and will not reopen 
until after the harvest. While 
all kitchen and dining room 
help is scarce, the new order 
is found necessary particularly 
on account of Toy Young, chef 
of the hotel. He has a 320-acre 
ranch largely in wheat, which 
he must harvest, and there is 
nobody to take his place for a 
few weeks at the hotel.

70 YEARS AGO
July 22, 1948

A new road from the city 
limits of Joseph to the lower 

end of Wallowa Lake will be 
completed this summer under 
a contract with the Pappin 
Construction Co. The road 
will be routed to eliminate the 
numerous sharp curves now 
on this section of the highway 
and it will be wider than the 
old road.

Sixteen hundred acres of 
excellent pasture and farm 
land at the head of Beaver 
Creek between Swamp and 
Crow Creeks has been sold by 
A.M. Pace to W. S. Strickler 
and W. G. Buchanan. The pas-
ture land is considered of supe-
rior quality with an abundance 
of water and a heavy stand of 
grass, which makes very early 
pasture.

The Wallowa County Hos-
pital has received a contribu-
tion of $1,000 in cash from S. 
L. Magill of Lostine in mem-
ory of his wife, and this dona-
tion has been matched by $500 
of federal funds to make the 
largest single contribution to 
the hospital building fund to 
date.

50 YEARS AGO
July 25, 1968

The Board of Directors of 
High Wallowas Inc. met in 
what is anticipated to be one 
of their final sessions prior to 
closing their loan with FHA to 
construct a gondola lift at the 

head of Wallowa Lake. They 
reported that they have reached 
their goal of local funds for the 
project and have surpassed 
their goal of subscribers.

Mary Lou Brink returned 
to her home in Enterprise 

after a trip to Calgary where 
she was one of 16 contestants 
in the Toastmistress Interna-
tional contest. Speaking in the 
contest on the subject, “Do 
Not Write In This Space,” a 
humorous talk, Brink was cho-

sen during the first day of the 
contest to go on to the finals.

In order to comply with 
current personnel limitations 
imposed by Congress, the Post 
Office Department has ordered 
that all Saturday window ser-

vice will be discontinued.

25 YEARS AGO
July 24, 1993

“We’ve had wind, rain, 
rainbows, sometimes sun-
shine and a lot of fun,” Early 
“Taz” Conner of Wallowa said 
of last weekend’s third-annual 
Wallowa Band Descendants 
Nez Perce Friendship Feast 
and Pow Wow at the new out-
door grounds, while hun-
dreds of people were arriving 
to enjoy the friendship feast 
Sunday. Despite the weather, 
there were still five drums, 
60 Native American dancers 
from at least four states, more 
than 20 tepees and dozens of 
assorted tents and RVs, many 
craft and food concession.

A Texas company is nego-
tiating with Union Pacific 
to take over the operation of 
the 84-mile Joseph branch 
line between La Grande and 
Joseph. Rio Grande Pacific of 
Fort Worth is negotiating for 
control of five Union Pacific 
lines in Oregon and Idaho.

Despite cold wind and fall-
ing rain, last weekend’s Jazz 
at the Lake Festival was fun 
for performers and spectators 
alike. Entertainment included 
the acappella group The Per-
suasions and dancers from the 
Elm Street Dance Studio in La 
Grande.

War-induced male labor shortage continues
OUT OF THE PAST
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1974 Chief Joseph Days Queen Kristi Johnson with princesses Pam Wilson Stitzel and Jan-

et Josi Delatori.

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

The Back Country Bash, an 
alternative country music fes-
tival held at the Harley Tucker 
Memorial Arena at the Chief 
Joseph Days Rodeo Grounds, 
is back for another year of 
music fun. 

The Saturday, Aug. 4, event 
features the music of Shane 
Smith and the Saints of Aus-
tin, Texas, Canadian cowboy 
singer Corb Lund and headlin-
ers Reckless Kelly, also of the 
Austin music scene. 

Brooke Pace, one of the 
festival organizers, said this 
version will outshine last 
year’s inaugural event. She 
said organizers have a better 
perspective on how to stage 
the show.

“I felt like we staged the 
music a little early last year,” 
she said. “We felt like we were 
trying to cram too much music 
in.” 

Rather than filling in 
between sets with local musi-
cians, supporting act Mark 
Kroos will play a longer set 
than usual. A 30-minute break 
between sets will also give 
attendees a chance to eat or 
peruse concert merchandise.

Pace said that the coopera-
tive hard work of the organiz-
ers and local sponsors allowed 
much wider promotion for the 
festival.  

“Hopefully, we’re reaching 
out to some new people who 
may not have discovered Wal-
lowa County otherwise,” she 
said. “People from nine states, 
including Texas and Washing-
ton, D.C. –– and even Can-
ada –– have bought tickets for 
the event. It’s great exposure 
with a different demographic 
of people for Wallowa County. 

The organizer said that the 
festival’s tag line, “Come for 

the Music, Stay for the Adven-
ture,” is meant to show what 
Wallowa County has to offer.

“We try to highlight the 
area’s beauty and the recre-
ational activity and pinpoint 
the people who might stay a 
few extra days and go camping 
or hiking or spend time down-
town to enjoy the community.”

The event’s main perform-
ers were partially selected 
based on a poll conducted by 
the event’s organizers after last 
year’s concert.

“The most fun in the plan-
ning is picking the acts,” Pace 
said. “The biggest surprise was 
that everyone wanted Corb 
Lund to come back. Reckless 
Kelly was right at the top as 
well. We felt really proud that 
we were able to book two of 
the top acts people were want-
ing to see.” 

She added that the organiz-
ers got to Shane Smith and the 
Saints earlier this year because 
their popularity has exploded 
in the ensuing months. “Peo-
ple are going to want to get in 

the doors to see them as well 
because they put on an amaz-
ing show,” she said.

One thing that won’t 
change is the After-Party 
Breakfast that takes place after 
the closing act. 

“We’ll probably start that 
at 11 p.m. and go until 1 a.m. 
or so,” she said. Food and 
beer vendors are slated for the 
event. 

The organizing commit-
tee is already looking ahead 
with the idea of expanding the 
festival. 

“We’re hoping to grow 
this into a two-day festival 
where we can have local acts 
throughout the early part of 
the day building up into the 
larger acts in the evening,” 
Pace said. “That’s definitely 
our long-term goal. We had 
such positive, resounding 
feedback last year, and it was 

great to know people had a 
really good time.”

Tickets are $50 and are 
available online atbackcoun-
trybashjoseph.com. The event 

gates open at 3 p.m. Opener 
Mark Kroos begins at 4 p.m. 
Camping is available at the 
23-acre park next to the arena 
for $10.

Second Back Country Bash will be in Joseph Aug. 4
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Corb Lund will be among the 

heavy-hitters performing at 

the 2018 Back Country Bash 

in Joseph Aug. 4.

Thank You!  
From the Tamkaliks Committee 

To all event donors, sponsors, volunteers and visitors
 

We are grateful that after 28 years, the Tamkaliks Celebration 
& Potluck continues to bring Nez Perce people and Wallowa 

County locals together in friendship. By celebrating and 
feasting together each year, we strengthen the ties that 

connect us with each other and this place we all call home.  

Thank you for your contribution.
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Births

301 W. Main, Enterprise • 541.426.3177

A son, Nolen Nicholas 
Langerman, was born  

July 11, 2018 in Enterprise 
to Shane and Brooke 
Langerman of Joseph. 

Grandparents are Terri and 
Dan Moncrief, Inez
Locken, and Larry 

Langerman.

Locally Owned & Operated

616 W. North Street • Enterprise, Oregon • 541-426-4208

Call Hailie TODAY to insure plans for your big event!

GOT EVENT INSURANCE?

Plan for the unexpected  !

You Never Know What You’ll Find At 

A Collectors West Gun & Knife Show!

 August 4 th  & 5 th

 Pendleton

 Convention Center
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541-398-1810  103 N. Main, Ste 5, Joseph, Oregon 97846

paleobishop@gmail.com

www.natureslightphotographics.com

Ellen Morris Bishop    

Nature’s Light Photographics LLC

Planning a get-away? 

PASSPORT PHOTOS
In my Joseph studio.
24-hour turn-around for prints.

$

sized and printed to meet 
Passport requirements.  

Health Line
WALLOWA COUNTY

519 W. North Street, Enterprise

541.426.3413
Mon-Thurs 9 to Noon/1-5pm; Fri. 9-1


