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Four originals 

and four covers

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

Forrest Van Tuyl hasn’t 
lived in Wallowa for a long 
time, but he’s already mak-
ing an impact on the music 
scene. Known for his 
cowboy garb, music and 
exhaustive knowledge of 
folk tunes, he is a force to 
be reckoned with.

Van Tuyl, 29, who per-
forms under the name 
“An American Forrest,” 
recently released a collec-
tion of songs, “Ol’ Yon-
der,” in both digital and 
cassette tape formats.

Van Tuyl moved to the 
area in January 2015. He 
began his music career in 
several rock  bands before 
beginning what he called 
his “solo country song-
writer project.”

Van Tuyl bummed 
around for several years 
and said he kept a home 
base in Moscow, Idaho, on 
the couch of local musician 
Bart Budwig, who lived in 
Moscow at the time. Bud-
wig’s move to Wallowa 
County precipitated Van 
Tuyl’s move to the area.

“When Bart moved 
down here, I said, ‘Yeah, 

I’ll come down here and 
make a record,’ and I’ve 
been down here ever 
since,” he said. 

Four songs on Ol’ Yon-
der are Van Tuyl origi-
nals while four are covers, 
and two are in the public 
domain.

“It was an accidental 
record,” Van Tuyl said. “I 
recorded part of it on this 
old (cassette) tape machine 
with all the motors out of 
whack that gives it a really 
weird warbly tone, and 
you can overdrive it really 
hard.” 

Van Tuyl said he’d been 
in a writing slump and sang 
every idea he had, finished 
or not, into the machine 
and promptly forgot about 
it.

Shortly after relocat-
ing to Enterprise, he came 
across a four-track Yamaha 
cassette recorder and tried 
to record one or two songs 
per night into it, sometimes 
immediately after he’d 
written a song. Those ses-
sions, along with a reel-
to-reel recording session, 
make up the album, which 
he mixed and mastered 
himself.

Van Tuyl is the only 
musician on the recording. 
He played four or five dif-
ferent guitars and a banjo. 
One of his favorite gui-

tars used for the record 
was a ‘60s three-quarter 
size Stella he rescued from 
under a friend’s bed.

“It’s a terrible guitar in 
terrible shape, but it’s got 
this weird vibe to it, and it’s 
tiny,” he said. 

It was truly a “do-it-your-
self” project.

“No one else was even in 
the room when I was record-
ing,” he said. “It was almost 
done secretly. I never even 
thought of putting it out.”

The thought of not hav-
ing released a recording in 
some time combined with 
the fact he was working on 
a new album was the impe-
tus for the release of “Ol’ 
Yonder.”

Van Tuyl said that the 
album doesn’t have a par-
ticular theme. He described 
it as a “dark winter album.” 

“Last winter was 
pretty bad while I was 
writing and recording 
it,” he said. 

It’s bookended by 
two different versions of 
“Alberta.” The opening cut 
features Bob Dylan’s take 
on the song, while the closer 
feature’s the artist’s version 
called “Alberta, Oregon,” 
complete with new lyrics. 

“I named it that just 
because it didn’t make any 
sense,” he said with a laugh. 

He added that part of the 
title is a pun, since performer 
Ian Tyson, one of his influ-
ences, sings many songs 
about Alberta, Canada. 

“There’s an Ontario, 
Oregon, and I thought there 
should be an Alberta, Ore-
gon, too,” he said.

In keeping with his 
day job working for Wal-

lowa outfitter Barry Cox, 
owner of Del Sol Wilder-
ness Adventures, the album 
includes the cowboy stan-
dard “Diamond Joe” and his 
own composition, “Burning 
Starlight,” about his experi-
ences packing into the Eagle 
Cap Wilderness.

“I spend so much time 
around horses, talking about 
horses and thinking about 
horses, that they come into 
everything at his point,” he 
said.

His favorite song on the 
album is the Woody Guthrie 

staple “Pastures of Plenty,” 
a tune about migrant work-
ers during the Great Depres-
sion. “It’s the right time to 
be playing that song.” 

Van Tuyl is currently 
barnstorming the west on a 
tour that takes him through 
Montana, California and the 
west side of Oregon.

The album is available 
on Spotify and on band-
camp.com. A cassette ver-
sion was made available on 
April 14 for $10. The digital 
album is $6 on Spotify and 
Bandcamp.

‘Ol’ Yonder’ Van Tuyl’s 
latest release
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Forest VanTuyl, a western musician who works for a trail 

packing company in the Wallowas, has released a new 

CD, “Ol’ Yonder.”

Complete community calendar at wallowa.com and facebook.com/WallowaTHE BOOKLOFT
AND

Skylight Gallery
Finding books is our specialty

541.426.3351 • 107 E. Main • Enterprise • www.bookloftoregon.com

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Glowering
 7. Sports equipment
13. Relief organization
14. Go against the flow
16. A public promotion of some product or 
service
17. Premier League’s Spurs
19. Of I
20. Tears down (Brit.)
22. One point north of due east
23. Sandwich shops
25. American spy
26. Medieval stringed instrument
28. Self-immolation by fire ritual
29. Pearl Jam’s debut
30. Panthers’ Newton
31. Press against lightly
33. __ Squad
34. Eminem hit 
36. Violent seizure of property
38. Native or inhabitant of Asia
40. Loudness units
41. Knotted anew
43. Daddy
44. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Women from the Mayflower
47. Metric capacity unit
48. Couple
51. A way to coat
53. __ and Diu: Indian territory
55. French river
56. Asteroids
58. Investment measurement (abbr.)
59. India and Nepal border river
60. Santa says it three times
61. Hungers
64. Linear unit
65. Speech
67. Taking forcefully
69. Places to be
70. Amusing behavior

CLUES DOWN

 1. Adult female
 2. An alternative
 3. Rituals
 4. Native American people
 5. High school exam
 6. Respect
 7. Tanned
 8. Kilometers per hour
 9. Ancient Israeli city
10. Periods
11. Electron volt
12. Smallest interval in classical Western 
music
13. Metric weight unit
15. Occupies
18. __ and flow
21. Responsive to physical stimuli
24. One who presses into thin sheets
26. Jogged
27. Automobile
30. Punished
32. Belonging to a bottom layer
35. Japanese delicacy
37. Soda
38. Algonquian language
39. Legislators
42. Father
43. Needed at the ATM
46. Baltimore footballers
47. __ Tomei, actress
49. Expands
50. Person (Indonesian)
52. Related
54. Where wrestlers work
55. American communist leader
57. Creatively tell
59. Separatist group
62. Edgar Allan __, poet
63. A way to discolor
66. Actinium
68. Integrated circuit

Uptown Clothing & Accessories 
in Downtown Joseph

12 S. Main St. • 541-432-9653

New
Arrivals!

Maxi Romper
Dresses & Skirts

(Shorts and a 
skirt together)

Ultimate
Summer Style

& Comfort

Stop by today!

Church of Christ

502 W. 2nd Street • Wallowa
541-398-2509

Worship at 11 a.m.

Mid-week

Bible Study 7 p.m.

St. Katherine’s
Catholic Church
Fr. Thomas Puduppulliparamban

301 E. Garfield Enterprise
Mass Schedule

Sundays: 
St. Pius X, Wallowa - 8:00 am

St. Katherine of Siena, Enterprise 10:30am
Saturdays:

St Katherine of Siena, Enterprise 5:30am
Weekday:

St. Katherine of Siena, Enterprise – 8:00am 
(Monday – Thursday and First Friday)

All are welcome

Joseph  United
Methodist Church

3rd & Lake St. • Joseph
Pastor Cherie Dearth
Phone: 541-432-3102

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am

JosephUMC.org

Enterprise
Christian Church

85035 Joseph Hwy • (541) 426-3449

Worship at 9 a.m.

Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship at 6 p.m.

(nursery at A.M. services)

“Loving God & One Another”

David Bruce, Sr. - Minister

Lostine
Presbyterian Church

Discussion Group   9:30 AM

Worship Service   11:00 AM

Childrens program during service

Blog: dancingforth.blogspot.com

541.398.0597

Hwy 82, Lostine
Stephen Kliewer, Minister

Wallowa
Assembly

of God
606 West Hwy 82

Wallowa, Oregon

541-886-8445
Sunday School • 9:30

Worship Service • 10:45
Pastor Tim Barton

wallowaassemblyofgod.com

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

100 NE 3rd St, Enterprise

NE 3rd & Main St

541-426-3439

Worship Service

Sunday 9:30am

Summit Church

Gospel Centered Community

Service time: 10:30 am

Cloverleaf Hall in Enterprise

541-426-2150

Interim Pastor: Rich Hagenbaugh

www.summitchurchoregon.org

Christ Covenant
Church

Pastor Terry Tollefson

Church Office: 541-263-0505

Family Prayer: 9:30 am

Worship Service: 10:00 am

723 College Street
Lostine

Enterprise Community
Congregational Church

The Big Brown Church
with an open door

Pastor Archie Hook
Sunday Worship 11am

Bible Study 9:30am

Ark Angels Children’s Program
Ages 4-6th grade, 11am

Nursery for children 3 & under

301 NE First St. • Enterprise, OR
Find us on Facebook! 541.426.3044

Seventh-Day Adventist
Church & School

305 Wagner (near the Cemetery)

P.O. Box N. Enterprise, OR 97828

541-426-3751 Church

541-426-8339 School

Worship Services
Sabbath School 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.

Worship Hour 11:00 a.m. - Noon

Pastor Jonathan DeWeber

Church 
Directory

Grace Lutheran
Church 

June 10 & June 17 --Worship @ 9 AM
June 24-- Communion Worship @ 9 AM

with guest Pastor Mark Chavez
July 1—Communion Worship @ 2 PM

phone (message): 541-426-4633

web: gracelutheranenterprise.com

SUNDAY WORHIP SERVICES

409 West Main -Enterprise

Time for a Computer Tuneup?

Spyware Removal • 541-426-0108 

103 SW 1st St.,  Enterprise

Open Memorial
Day to Labor Day

Closed
Monday and

Tuesday

Wallowa Lake, OR
541-432-4940

Novelties

Dine-In or Take Out
Fresh Sourdough 

Crust Daily

 


