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There are 110 vacation 
homes in Wallowa County 
listed on Airbnb’s online site 
alone, not to mention other 
sites. How many of them are 
legal?

Not all, according to Wal-
lowa County Treasurer 
Shonelle Dutcher. She and her 
assistant Carolyn Doherty are 
tracking operators who have 
not followed the correct pro-
cedures when setting up their 
lodging businesses.

The duo is searching the 
Internet, noting descrip-
tions and pictures of Wal-
lowa County offerings and 
hunting down the operators. 

It’s a labor- intensive proj-
ect, but they are aided by resi-
dents who anonymously report 
the operation of unregistered 
lodgings.

Besides Airbnb, there 
are tripping.com, FlipKey, 
HomeAway, VRBO and 
others.

Wallowa County Commis-
sioners recently explained their 
requirements to one operator 
who had been renting a room 
for four years without pay-
ing county transient lodging 
taxes. The operator was aston-
ished when she received a let-
ter requiring her to pay taxes 
extending back four years and 
assessing penalties amounting 
to approximately $800.

Although the operator 

claimed she was simply igno-
rant of the law, not a scoffl aw, 
commissioners voted unani-
mously to require payment of 
the fees.

Operators who use Airbnb 
and others may have fl own 
under the radar for some time, 
but states, counties and cities 
across the country are crack-
ing down.

Wallowa County Treasurer 
Dutcher has sent out approx-
imately 20 letters recently, 
informing owners that they 
owe back taxes and penal-
ties and must account for their 
businesses. All but three opera-
tors identifi ed have responded, 
she said, most having paid 
their fees immediately upon 
receiving the letter.

Other operator responsi-
bilities may include obtaining 
a conditional use permit from 
the planning department, reg-
istering with the health depart-
ment or double-checking 
homeowner insurance to guar-
antee coverage. 

Airbnb takes a three per-
cent fee that provides some 
liability insurance, and in 
some select cities or states 
contract to pay state fees, 
the responsibility for meet-
ing legal obligations to oper-
ate a lodging business is gen-
erally on the operator. It’s not 
all a case of cities and coun-
ties playing catch-up. Online 
booking conglomerates may 
be a new wrinkle in the fab-
ric of lodging, but many cit-

ies and counties already have 
ordinances broad enough to 
regulate them. 

Wallowa County, for 
instance, has had a Motel 
Room Tax ordinance that has 
covered almost every rental 
situation since 1994. That 
ordinance specifi cally includes 
B&Bs, Motels, RV parking 
spaces and vacation cabins as 
well as simple bed rental.

Transient lodging taxes to 
Wallowa County amount to 
fi ve percent of rent charged 
and are due quarterly. Every 
operator is responsible to keep 
records and accounting books 
to show the accuracy of their 
payments. Late penalties of 
two percent per month can be 
charged along with interest of 

two percent per month. Addi-
tionally, a fi ne can be assessed 
for violation of any provisions 
of the ordinance.

Both Joseph and Enterprise 
cities also assess a three per-
cent transient lodging tax fee 
on top of the county fee.

The money collected 
through the Transient Lodging 
Tax at the county level is paid 
out to the Wallowa County 
Health Care District Emer-
gency Services Department, 
Wallowa County Search and 
Rescue Unit, Wallowa County 
Solid Waster program, tourism, 
recreation, economic devel-
opment, city or county parks 
or other worthy county proj-
ects and the Wallowa County 
Chamber of Commerce.

County cracks down on online lodging tax scoffl aws

Officials spend 

more than a year 

on Carper’s trial

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

“It feels good to get this one 
done,” said a smiling Mona 
Williams, Wallowa County’s 
district attorney, from behind 
her desk. 

Baltimore Carper, 36, Wal-
lowa, was sentenced Oct. 2 
to 50 months with the Ore-
gon Department of Correc-
tions after he reached a plea 
deal with the Wallowa County 
District Attorney’s offi ce. 
Carper pleaded guilty to a 
dozen assorted felonies and 
misdemeanors. 

The case involved the 
cooperative efforts between 
Williams’ offi ce, the sher-
iff’s offi ce, Enterprise Police 
department and Oregon State 
Police.

When Williams was fi rst 
notifi ed by Montana law 
enforcement in April 2016 
that one Baltimore Carper 
and his wife, Amanda, had 
burglarized a home there and 
were likely headed for Wal-
lowa County, where he had 
inherited property, she had 
no idea that law enforcement 
would spend more than a year 
and tax their resources to the 
fullest.

The call from Montana 
warned the Carpers had sto-
len fi rearms, a trailer and a 

Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle. Law enforcement offi cers 
went out to the area of Carp-
er’s land. During surveillance 
from a neighboring prop-
erty, they noted the trailer’s 
presence. 

Carper was apprehended 
after leaving the property with 
a van and the trailer and park-
ing it alongside the road and 
walking to the barn of neigh-
bor’s property. 

Offi cers could see a fi rearm 
in the van, and when Carper 
returned, he was arrested for 
being in possession of stolen 
property. On examination, the 
stolen fi rearm was an illegal 
“sawed-off” fi rearm.

During a standard search 
while impounding the van, the 
offi cers found an additional 
illegal sawed off shotgun 
and subsequently recovered 
most of the stolen fi rearms 
and other stolen items from 
Montana.

Although Williams charged 
Carper with possession of sto-
len items and possession of the 
illegal weapons, he eventually 
was sent to Montana to face 
those charges. Williams didn’t 
intend to press charges as she 
did not fi gure to see Carper 
again.

To Williams’ surprise, 
Carper promptly returned to 
the area after being cut loose 
by Montana authorities.

“Then, things started dis-

appearing, so that’s when I 
went to the grand jury and 
they indicted him on the two 
sawed-off fi rearms,” Williams 
said. 

“We started with that case 
and went from there to the 
point we had 14 separate cases 
against him,” she added.

Carper and his wife are 
admitted drug addicts, at the 
time, willing to do anything 
to fuel their habit. Because 
Carper sold the land he inher-
ited, he and his wife were able 
to post bail multiple times as 
they were released and arrested 
yet again.

Some of the charges were 
fi led six to eight months after 
the incident occurred because 
the perpetrator was unknown 
at the time of the theft. 

In one case, a Boise cou-
ple had their raft trailer sto-
len and the gas siphoned from 
their truck during a Grande 
Ronde rafting trip. The trailer 
was later recovered by law 
enforcement at Carper’s 
residence.

As offi cers began to search 
the area, they noted items 
reported stolen from the Los-
tine cemetery and electric 
tools.

“So now, all these thefts and 
burglaries we’ve got reports on 
–– we now know who did it,” 

Williams said. “Everything 
fell into place.”

That was just one of many 
brushes the Carpers had with 
the law. Charges ranged from 
aggravated theft, burglary, 
meth possession and deliv-
ery and others, including a 
child neglect charge, result-
ing in the loss of their children 
to the Department of Human 
Services. 

By mid-2017, Baltimore 
Carper had exhausted his 
resources and was in Umatilla 
County Jail to stay until his 
October sentencing.

Because of the signifi cant 
amounts of bail forfeited each 
time either he or his wife were 
released and subsequently 
rearrested, Williams was able 
to design her offer to allow 
Carper’s victims to promptly 
get their restitution. 

“What usually happens in 
these cases is that restitution 
is ordered, but the victims may 
get it by dollars per month –– 
if they ever get it. In this case, 
every victim is made whole.”

Williams was glad to put 
a lid on Carper’s capers. She 
said that only two of Carper’s 
14 charges at court were dis-
missed: A speeding ticket and 
a contempt charge for commit-
ting more criminal acts while 
out on bail.

Wallowa man gets 50-month sentence

COURT BEAT The foundation board has dealt with numerous state-re-
quired deadlines in the process of getting the district on the 
ballot and members say they are grateful to cities for their 
quick response.

“I am so excited that the cities were willing and able to 
meet the deadlines necessary,” said Rohla. 

“The most important thing to remember is that they 
were not voting to create the library district. They were 
voting to allow the citizens of their cities the right to vote 
for themselves whether or not to have a district.”

Wallowa County Commissioners took the fi rst for-
mal step of putting the Library District on the May ballot 
last Monday,  by approving the “initiation order” required 
under Oregon law.

Many volunteers will be necessary to make the new 
PAC successful, according to Rohla.

Opportunities include becoming an offi cer to help 
run the PAC or raise funds; fundraising; phone call-
ing or knocking on doors to remind residents to get 
their ballots in; helping with graphic design, messag-
ing and media contact; coordinating public meetings 
and coffees to educate voters; speaking to service clubs 
such as Rotary and Lions; and writing letters to the 
editor.

Contact Wilburn at autumnwilburn@hotmail.com.
The foundation board is not set to meet until after the 

fi rst of the year because the work to be done now must be 
completed by the PAC volunteers. 

“As soon as the PAC offi cers are chosen and people 
have signed up to volunteer, town halls and other meetings 
will be able to take place,” Rohla said.
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Agatha Christie’s 

A Murder is 
Announced

Adapted by Leslie Darbon
With special permission by Samuel French Inc.

Presented By

Mid Valley Theatre Company
November 3, 4 & 10, 11

at 7:00 pm

November 5 & 12

at 2:00 pm

Old Lostine 
School Gymnasium

Tickets: $8.00

Questions? Call Kate Loftus 541-569-2302

PET OF THE WEEK

Cooper is an 11-year old 
English Collie/German 
Shepherd rescue dog.

 Although advanced in years 
he still ensures that delivery 

drivers know that his home is 
off-limits to their presence.
 For his many friends, he 

always brings one of his special 
toys to the door as a gift to let 

them know he appreciates their 
visit. His parents, Christina 
and Steve, are proud of his 

attention to duty and 
attentiveness to friends.

Introducing Cooper!

Sponsored by Enterprise Animal Hospital

Our favorite tractor is back!

Otis Gives Thanks
By Loren Long

THE BOOKLOFT
Across from the courthouse in Enterprise

107 E. Main • 541.426.3351
always open at www.bookloftoregon.com • booklofteoni.com

Our favorite tractor is back!

Otis Gives Thanks

Jeff Harman, MA., LPC
Professional Counseling In A Private Setting

Life gets a little harder to

take when the sun

isn’t shining...

To schedule an appointment
Call Jeff Harman (541) 426-3067

Preferred Provider for Regence Blue Cross, ODS, Cascade Centers and 
many other private insurance and employee assistance programs.

One appointment
can make a big

difference!

We take
Tri-care VA


