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Engineer Matt Siriine was philosophical 

after Saturday’s holdup by armed bandits 

on the Eagle Cap Excursion Train. “I’ve seen 

worse,” he said. “Heck, I’ve smelled worse.”
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An unidentifed member of the Gold Rush Bandits takes a U.S. Marshal at gunpoint during 

Saturday’s robbery of the Eagle Cap Excursion Train.

By Paul Wahl

Wallowa County Chieftain

R
iders on the Eagle Cap Excursion 
train Saturday got more than a look 
at the bucolic setting. The train left 

the Elgin Depot at 10 a.m., and shortly 
before noon made a brief stop.

Suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, 
a gang of bandits on horseback descended 
upon the train and its 150 passengers, fi ring 
pistols into the air and yelling threats.

A U.S. Marshal was aboard the train 
because of persistent rumors that robbers 
were lurking. He had deputized a number of 
passengers throughout the morning, includ-
ing women and children.

But all resistance was futile when the 
gang, believed to be part of a group known 
as the Gold Rush Bandits, boarded the train 
taking the marshal captive and dispatching 
his deputies with ease.

Two members of the gang proceeded to 
walk through the cars gathering cash and valu-
ables from distraught passengers.

Eventually, they left the train, forcing the 
marshal onto the ground and fi ring shots over 
his head as they rode away. The bandits were 
about 12 in number, including women and 
children.

The train resumed its journey to Kimmel, 
where it reversed courses and headed back to 
Elgin.

No injuries were reported among the pas-
sengers, which included a 97-year-old woman 
celebrating her birthday.

Conductor Max Griffen apparently sus-
tained a foot injury in the fracas as his left shoe 
was seen wrapped in duct tape.

It is unknown how much of a haul the train 
robbers collected prior to departing.

Representatives of the Eagle Cap Excur-
sion Train reported that similar robberies have 
occurred in previous years and are planning 
strenuous steps to avoid a repeat on Oct. 14 
and 21 when the train makes its last runs for 

the season.
The train operated throughout the summer 

–– except for August when fears that sparks 
from the wheels might ignite a wildfi re –– 
without any sign of robbers.

“We are taking every possible step to pre-
vent these scandalous heathen from bothering 
our passengers again,” a spokesman for the 
excursion train said.

Passengers arrived back in at Elgin Depot 
around 2 p.m. relieved that no harm had 
befallen them and rife with stories to share with 
children and grandchildren.

BANDITS HIT EAGLE CAP TRAIN!
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An unidentified member of the Gold Rush 

Bandits on the Eagle Cap Excursion train 

out of Elgin. The scofflaws demanded cash 

and valuables from the 150 passengers on 

the train shortly before noon.

An unidentifed member of the Gold Rush Bandits takes a U.S. Marshal at gunpoint during 
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Halloween at the RimRock 

Lunch 11am - 5pm Friday - Sunday  
Dinner 5pm - 7pm Friday & Saturday 

Sunday Brunch 10am - 2pm  

 541-828-7769 ▪ rimrockinnor.com for full menu 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday in October 
 

▪ Special kids menu with free food crafts 
▪ Spooky decorations throughout with evening light displays 

 You’re Invited!
22 nd Annual 

Healthy Futures Dinner Auction!

Help us save lives by raising money for 3D Mammography, the

best technology in breast imaging available today

Tickets on Sale Now

Saturday, November 11, 2017

Cloverleaf Hall, Enterprise

Doors open 5:00 pm

Emcees Bob & Bill Williams; Auctioneer Jake Musser

Silent Auction & Social Hour at 5:00 pm (note earlier time!)

Elegant Dinner by Backyard Gardens, 

choice of prime rib, chicken or vegetarian

Bar by La Laguna

Wine bar featuring L’ecole 41

Wine Roulette sponsored by Anton’s Home & Hearth

Live Auction at 7:30 pm

To purchase tickets:

Stop by the Foundation Office at Wallowa Memorial Hospital

Or mail check made out to 

WVHCF to PO Box 53, Enterprise 97828

Please specify beef, chicken or vegetarian entree

Space is limited; Tickets are $60 per person

Your support is greatly appreciated

The Wallowa Valley Health Care Foundation

Inviting friends and past & present employees 

for an afternoon reminiscing with the 

Wiggins Family

Join the Wiggins Family to help Celebrate 

an early 95th Birthday at The Lodge on

October 22nd, 2-5 pm

Please call 541-432-9821 to RSVP

Health Line
WALLOWA COUNTY

519 W. North Street, Enterprise

541.426.3413
Mon-Thurs 9 to Noon/1-5pm; Fri. 9-1

Keycode Entry

Weight Room • Cardio

Women’s Circuit • Tanning

202 W. Main, Enterprise

541-426-0313


