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THREE
minutes with ...

the injury. He was given an honorable medical discharge and 
after some bouncing around in various jobs, he went to an 
apprenticeship fair and heard about being a lineman. That 
sounded right, to him.

He started his long apprenticeship and became a lineman 
in 1994, married and had two daughters (now 18 and 21), and 
lived with his young family in Elgin until the move to Wal-
lowa County in 2005.

He was divorced in 2014 and remained in the county 
where he shares custody of his daughters. 

He is in a relationship with Jennifer Powell and the two 
live in Joseph.

Chad enjoys vigorous outdoor volunteerism. He is a 
member of the Wallowa County Gamblers Snowmobile 
Club, clearing trails and cutting fi rewood for warming sta-
tions, and is a Little League softball coach.

He’d like to spend a lot more time enjoying the county, 
but he and his co-worker are pretty much worked off their 
feet.

Q. What brought you to Wallowa County?
A. Work. I’d worked in the county before so I knew the lay 
of the land. It’s “the county” — people would always say, 
“We’re going to the county” and that meant Wallowa County 
and the lake and the mountains and nice people. I think I fi t 
in — it (the adjustment) wasn’t too bad.

Q. What about Wallowa County surprised you?

A. The way people come together to help somebody. That 
really stands out. I don’t have anything to compare it to, 
because I’ve never seen anything like it. 

In other places you didn’t really know people like you do 
in the county where you know everyone. (Here) they hear 
about people who need something, from neighbors, in the 
paper, on the radio and people get together and help. 

I’m out in the community, so I hear things all the time –– 
“such and such has had surgery and I’m making her a dinner” 
and then a neighbor will say “Oh, I think I’ll take her some-
thing on Tuesday ...”

Q. What has Wallowa County taught you?
A. Patience. Weather teaches you patience. Sometimes it’s 
my work (related to weather, a windstorm or a snow storm), 
and we have to wait until it’s safe to get out there or we have 
to get out there right away. It makes you fl exible. You don’t 
get into a hurry to do anything around here. You think you’re 
going to do something fast and whoosh (Chad laughs) it’s not 
going to happen. 

Life is more laid back in that I don’t get too far out with 
plans. I say that sounds like a good plan let’s start that, you 
know, but something might come up. I could be sitting on the 
lake and get a call from my co-worker who needs help, and 
I’ve got to go. We don’t want to let the county down. 

That’s the way I was brought up: if it needs done, you 
just do it. But not everyone was brought up that way. If you 
weren’t brought up that way, I don’t think you’d last in Wal-
lowa County.” 

Chad Cooney of Joseph is one of only two linemen with 
Pacifi c Power in the county. And just like the song says, he 
knows he needs a small vacation, but it doesn’t look like rain.

Cooney grew up in Hermiston and went into the U.S. 
Coast Guard. He injured his knee and lost his slot in aviation 
mechanic training because he couldn’t pass the physical after 

CHAD COONEY 

Pacifi c Power lineman
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It took some arrang-
ing, but Enterprise fourth-
grade teacher Colby Knifong 
swapped places with Alex Gil-
bert of Australia for a year 
beginning back in January 
2017. Students in Enterprise 
Elementary have learned from 
Gilbert through June and will 
have her back next year until 
January 2018. 

Gilbert grew up on a 5,000-
acre ranch outside of Grif-
fi th, New South Wales. She 
loves to play netball and has 
coached championships. She 
also enjoys the outdoors and 
has traveled around the world.  

Colby Knifong and her 
family will remain in Australia 
for another fi ve months. The 
Chieftain asked Colby to share 
her adventures.

She sent the following story 
and photos recently.

Tongan, Samoan, Turk-

ish, Cambodian, Indian, Ital-
ian and  Aboriginal, as well as 
Australian students, make up 
my classroom here in Griffi th, 
a stark contrast to my Wallowa 
County classroom. 

It is diffi cult to sum up six 
months of teaching and experi-
ences in Australia in just a few 
paragraphs. 

Our family is over the half-
way point in our exchange. We 
have been here six months and 
have around fi ve more months 
of school remaining.  School is 
year-round here, and fi ve days 
a week. Every 10 weeks stu-
dents and teachers get a two-
week “holiday,” as they call it.  

Students wear uniforms in 
public schools. Scriptures are 
taught in the schools here with 
students being able to choose 
what form of scripture class to 
attend or not attend.

In July, we are in win-

ter, and everyone in Griffi th 
is freezing with the 40 degree 
“cold” weather that warms up 
to the high 50s and 60s in the 
afternoon. I know many Wal-
lowa County ranchers that 
would love the freezing in 
winter to be 40-60 degrees.  

However, when we arrived 
at the end of January, the tem-
peratures were in the high 
90s, even shooting up to 115 
degrees for a few days.

Griffi th is known for being 
the breadbasket of New South 
Wales. New South Wales is 
one of Australia’s eight states 
or territories. Grapes are plen-
tiful, Yellowtail Wine is pro-
duced here; oranges, lemons, 
limes, cotton, rice and great 
amounts of produce all come 
from this region. 

That’s the reason for the 
72 different nationalities that 
live in Griffi th. They come for 
work, and some come as refu-
gees seeking a better life where 
work and peace can be found.

Our family is living in Grif-
fi th, population 26,000.

Ken is working as an elec-
trician for a large electri-
cal fi rm. He has made great 
“mates” and has picked up the 
Australian lingo quite quickly.  

Kennisen is attending Wade 
High School, with more than 
800 students. Kellan is at the 
same school I am, Griffi th 
East, that has 600 students.

Enterprise teacher enjoying sojourn in Australia
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Colby Knifong has her 

face painted with tra-

ditional Aboriginal 

Ochre by fourth-year 

students Shamia and 

Samantha. The class 

was having a special 

day where students 

learned traditional Ab-

original dance, hunt-

ing, words, music 

(clap sticks, Emu call-

ers, didgeridoo) and 

oral stories.  

See TEACHER, Page A7

Open Daily 10am - 5pm

Uptown Clothing & Accessories 
in Downtown Joseph

12 S. Main St. • 541-432-9653

Back
Country

Bash 
Ready
• Graphic Tees 

and Tanks

• Lace Skirts

• Cold Shoulder 
Dresses

OHSU Resident
Britt Nilsen

August 2nd - August 27th

September 4th - September 7th

Hours:
Monday-Friday

7:00am to 7:00pm
Saturday

9:00am to 1:00pm

603 Medical Parkway 
Enterprise, OR 97828

THE BOOKLOFT
AND

Skylight Gallery
Finding books is our specialty

541.426.3351 • 107 E. Main • Enterprise • www.bookloftoregon.com

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Belonging to a thing

 4. Woman (French)

 7. “Incredible” TV veterinarian

 8. Volcanic craters

10. Geological times

12. Ghana’s capital

13. Any small compartment

14. Conductance unit

16. Athens, Georgia, rockers

17. Plant of the arum family

19. Hawaiian dish

20. Pop

21. Imparting of information

25. Take in solid food

26. Dutch banking group (abbr.)

27. Contemptible

29. Peak

30. Play a role

31. Yuck!

32. Diversion

39. __ and groan

41. Helps little firms
42. Large, edible game fish
43. To do so is human

44. Supervises interstate commerce

45. Basics

46. La Cosa Nostra

48. Mens’ neckwear

49. Buddhist shrine

50. Midway between north and northeast

51. Wood

52. Hair product

CLUES DOWN

 1. Induces vomiting

 2. Matador

 3. A way to travel on skis

 4. __ and cheese

 5. Indicates long vowel

 6. Made a mistake

 8. Chinese chairman

 9. Indigenous people of the Philippines

11. Slender

14. Extinct, flightless bird 
15. Japanese conglomerate

18. Of (French)

19. Rate in each hundred (abbr.)

20. Unit of loudness

22. Most organized

23. 007’s creator Fleming

24. Computing giant

27. American singer Aimee

28. Shock treatment

29. Ottoman military commander

31. Urban Transit Authority

32. Too much noise

33. Type of blood cell

34. Home of football’s Panthers (abbr.)

35. Fortifying ditch

36. Receding

37. Christian creed

38. Tuft of hanging threads

39. Microelectromechanical systems

40. Speak

44. Supervises flying
47. Inches per minute (abbr.)

Church of Christ

502 W. 2nd Street • Wallowa
541-398-2509

Worship at 11 a.m.

Mid-week

Bible Study 7 p.m.

St. Katherine’s
Catholic Church

Fr. Francis Akano

301 E. Garfi eld Enterprise
Mass Schedule

Tues-Fri 8:00 am

Saturdays 5:30pm Sundays 10:30am

(541)426-4008

stkatherineenterprise.org

St. Pius X Wallowa Sundays 8:00am

All are welcome

Joseph  United
Methodist Church

3rd & Lake St. • Joseph
Pastor Cherie Dearth
Phone: 541-432-3102

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am

JosephUMC.org

Enterprise
Christian Church

85035 Joseph Hwy • (541) 426-3449

Worship at 9 a.m.

Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship at 6 p.m.

(nursery at A.M. services)

“Loving God & One Another”

David Bruce, Sr. - Minister

Lostine
Presbyterian Church

Discussion Group   9:30 AM

Worship Service   11:00 AM

Childrens program during service

Blog: dancingforth.blogspot.com

541.398.0597

Hwy 82, Lostine

Stephen Kliewer, Minister

Wallowa
Assembly

of God
606 West Hwy 82

Wallowa, Oregon

541-886-8445
Sunday School • 9:30

Worship Service • 10:45
Pastor Tim Barton

wallowaassemblyofgod.com

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

100 NE 3rd St, Enterprise

NE 3rd & Main St

541-426-3439

Worship Service

Sunday 9:30am

Summit Church

Gospel Centered Community

Service time: 10:30 am

Cloverleaf Hall in Enterprise

Pastor Mark Garland

www.summitchurchoregon.org

Faith
Lutheran
Church

Worship 2nd & 4th Sundays - 2 pm

Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Thursdays - 11 am

LCMS

(Lutheran Church Missouri Synod)

409 W. Main

Enterprise, Oregon

Christ Covenant
Church

Pastor Terry Tollefson

Church Offi ce: 541-263-0505

Family Prayer: 9:15am

Worship Service: 10am

723 College Street

Lostine

Enterprise Community
Congregational Church

The Big Brown Church
with an open door

Pastor Archie Hook
Sunday Worship 11am

Bible Study 9:30am

Ark Angels Children’s Program
Ages 4-6th grade, 11am

Nursery for children 3 & under

301 NE First St. • Enterprise, OR
Find us on Facebook! 541.426.3044

Seventh-Day Adventist
Church & School

305 Wagner (near the Cemetery)

P.O. Box N. Enterprise, OR 97828

541-426-3751 Church

541-426-8339 School

Worship Services
Sabbath School 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.

Worship Hour 11:00 a.m. - Noon

Pastor Jonathan DeWeber

Church 
Directory


