
In an update June 12, Yanke said 
the total number of salmon is at 
96,000, roughly 57 percent of the ten-
year average count.

A couple weeks later, things had 
not improved signifi cantly.

“We are not expecting to open 
fi sheries in the Wallowa and Imnaha 
Rivers,” he announced. “Our staff 
will battle the high fl ows and attempt 
to begin trapping fi sh at the Imnaha 
weir ..., as every single fi sh will be 
important to achieve our broodstock 
take this year.”

The lower numbers mean fewer 
Chinook to trap and use as brood 
stock.On a positive note, he said, 
salmon fi shing is strong at Hells Can-
yon Dam.  Offi cials estimated that 
114 adults and 41 jacks were har-
vested last week, at a rate of 11 hours 
per fi sh.  

“That’s really good fi shing on a 
normal year, and when the run is this 

depressed, and fl ows are 40,000 cfs 
below the dam, that’s remarkable.” 
Yanke said. 

“Jack” salmon return to fresh 
water earlier than their counterparts.

In addition to Chinook, Coho and 
Steelhead are also among the nine 

salmon species  listed under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act as either 
threatened or endangered.

Last week, Coho were restored in 
the Grande Rhonde River basin. A 
half-million smolts were released into 
the Lostine River. Coho have been 

nearly extinct since 1986, according 
to a Nez Perce spokesman. The goal 
is to have 600 naturally produced 
adult Coho return to the Lostine River 
annually.

The 2016-17 Steelhead season 
wrapped in late May.

“Unfortunately, the short run 
was apparent in the fi shery this year 
with the fi shing never really heating 
up for extended periods,” said Kyle 
Bratcher,

Assistant District Fish Biologist 
for ODFW in Enterprise. “We saw a 
few good days, but ... our river fi shing 
was overall pretty diffi cult.”

The good news, he said, was that 
when fi sh were caught, they were typ-
ically larger than expected.

The program to restore salmon is 
operated jointly between the ODFW 
and the Nez Perce Tribe Department 
of Fisheries Resources Management. 
It was authorized as part of the Pacifi c 
Northwest Electric Power Planning 
and Conservation Act in 1980.

Today, the main stem of the 
Columbia River has 14 dams, of 

which three are in Canada and 11 in 
the U.S. Four mainstem dams and 
four lower Snake River dams contain 
navigation locks to allow ship and 
barge passage from the ocean as far 
as Lewiston, Idaho.

Planners were aware that fi sh such 
as the Chinook and others would need 
help navigating past the dams on their 
journey to the sea and back.

Much of the Nez Perce culture is 
based on salmon, similar to the tribes 
in the Midwest whose lives centered 
around the American Bison.

“To call salmon a staple of the 
tribal diet would be an understate-
ment,” according to statement on the 
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fishing 
Commission website. “Historically, 
the typical tribal member ate almost 
a pound of salmon every day, but 
salmon represented much more than 
a source of nutrition –– they shaped 
our societies and our religions.

Yanke did not have a ready esti-
mate of what it costs to run the Chi-
nook restoration program. Neither did 
Bonneville Power Association.
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A juvenile spring chinook is put into a holding pond for release later.

wasting of meat charges.
Williams noted the win-

ter had been unusually severe 
and that elk had followed a 
draw in the terrain that led to 
Harshfi eld’s barn. She said that 
Harshfi eld had initially tried 
hazing the elk with shotgun 
blasts and also installed plastic 
netting to stop the raid of his 
hay. Neither were successful.

“The result was that he took 
the matter into his own hands, 
and he killed elk,” Williams 
said.

The district attorney added 
that she believed Harshfi eld 

had other avenues to explore 
before taking the elk. She also 
noted that in 2006, Harshfi eld 
had killed a deer under sim-
ilar circumstances and had 
received diversion, which 
included working with fi sh 
and wildlife to do everything 
he could to help mitigate dam-
age to his ranch.

“There was no doubt 
he was fully aware of what 
ODFW could (and) couldn’t 
do,” Williams said. “He was 
very familiar with the process 
of working with them on the 
previous occasion.” 

She called the act “egre-
gious” and noted that Harsh-
fi eld did not take advantage 
of an ODFW program that 

allowed them to give permits 
to hunters to harvest the elk.

Williams recommended no 
jail time, noting Harshfi eld’s 
employment as a logger. She 
said she thought restitution 
was appropriate, and she rec-
ommended Harshfi eld pay 
$18,000 total for all six counts. 

She also said Harshfi eld 
had approved of her proposal 
that he work with fi sh and 
wildlife and her offi ce to put 
together three programs to be 
presented in Joseph, Enterprise 
and Wallowa next spring. The 
programs will instruct those 
with wildlife problems on how 
to work with ODFW and state 
police and others to contact 
as well as appropriate actions 

ranchers themselves can take 
to protect their property. 

She also recommended two 
years of supervised probation 
with minimal reports to a pro-
bation offi cer as Harshfi eld 
was not a community threat.

Powers responded that he 
approved of supervised proba-
tion with regular reports as it 
would ensure that Harshfi eld 
lived up to his part of the plea 
bargain. 

Williams also asked for a 
three-year suspension of hunt-
ing privileges. Powers seemed 
surprised that she did not also 
call for a forfeiture of fi rearms, 
to which Williams replied she 
was not even certain which 
fi rearm Harshfi eld used in the 
incident. 

She added that she knew 
Harshfi eld and his wife well 
and that sometimes good peo-
ple do bad things.

“It doesn’t make him a bad 
person,” she said.

Harshfi eld’s attorney Lissa 
Casey noted that the case 
had created a stir throughout 

the state not just because of 
the number of elk killed, but 
because it occurred on private 
property.

“It got a lot of people inter-
ested in the case and gener-
ated a lot of discussion,” she 
said. She added that the 2006 
deer incident had in fact been 
an elk and that Harshfi eld was 
in possession of a tag that had 
expired the day before. 

She also said he utilized the 
meat in that case. Casey asked 
for the return of $12,000 bail 
that Harshfi eld posted as the 
funds were intended for his 
wife’s inheritance.

“I want the court to know 
that the Harshfi elds have taken 
action to get their ranch ready 
for the winter and be ready for 
what they know will be an elk 
problem ... they have spent 
$12,000 at this point to try to 
put up permanent hay sheds on 
their property,” Casey said. 

She added that she hoped 
the parole and probation sys-
tem would understand that her 
client was a low-risk individ-

ual and allow him to report by 
telephone as soon as possible 
because of the time involved 
with his ranching and logging 
pursuits.

Harshfi eld chose not to 
speak on his own behalf.

“I don’t think you could 
have picked two harder ways 
to make a living ... you’re to 
be commended for your com-
mitment to that sort of hard 
work,” Powers said from the 
bench. 

He added that it indicated 
the defendant was a person of 
good character. Powers says 
that the court sees wildlife vio-
lation cases during and after 
hunting season with many 
convictions resulting in jail 
sentences, but he also noted 
the stress that Harshfi eld said 
he was under at the time.

“I understand the impulse 
to something, but boy, this is 
not the way to go about it,” 
Powers said. “I’m convinced 
now that you understand this 
is not the way to go about it.”

The judge said he knew 
many citizens would view the 
agreement as light punishment 
in view of no jail time.

“Punishment is just one 
part of justice,” Powers said. 
“There’s also restorative jus-
tice, and it’s using the court 
system in a very creative way 
–– to do something better com-
ing out of this incident than 
was done during the incident. 
It sounds like you’ve person-
ally made an investment into 
doing that, and the court rec-
ognizes and appreciates that.” 

Powers added that the 
severity of the sentence should 
convince the general public 
that the court took the crime 
very seriously.
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A son, 

Hosea 

James Brown
was born June 21, 2017, 

to Zach and Maggie 
Brown of Enterprise.  

Grandparents are Vickie 
and Jim Newberry and 

Denise and Scott Brown.THE REACTIONS

August 5th - Save the Date!Dave Morgan, Andy Gilbert and Henry Kinsley, as they were 

in the 60’s. Join us as they perform those tunes of yesterday! 

In accordance with 18 CFR, Part 8, Section 8.1 of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) Regulations, the following public 

notice regarding recreational opportunities is provided. PacifiCorp, 

parent company of Pacific Power, owns and operates the Wallowa Falls 

Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. P-308. The FERC issued the Project 

license for a period of 40 years commencing January 5, 2017. The Project 

is located in Wallowa County in north east Oregon, on the East Fork 

Wallowa River, West Fork Wallowa River and Royal Purple Creek. The 

Project is approximately 7 miles south of the town of Joseph near Wallowa 

Lake and is partially within the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest.  

PacifiCorp’s Project lands are available for public recreational use. Public 

recreational uses that occur around the Project include camping, hiking, 

horseback riding, day-use/picnicking and fishing. PacifiCorp provides trail 

opportunities and manages Pacific Park, a 10-unit campground near the 

powerhouse tailrace on lands owned by PacifiCorp.

Additional recreation facilities in the immediate vicinity of the Project 

include the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) managed trailhead adjacent to the 

powerhouse, USFS managed East Fork and West Fork trails, Eagle Cap 

Wilderness, Little Alps State Park (day use), Wallowa Lake State Park (day 

use and camping), Wallowa Lake Tramway, and two private campgrounds. 

The little Alps State Park and a State Park maintenance facility are on lands 

owned by PacifiCorp and leased to the Oregon State Parks and Recreation 

Department.

The recreation opportunities and facilities at the Wallowa Falls 

Hydroelectric Project are developed and furnished by Pacific Power as a 

public service. They are open to the public and made available for use and 

enjoyment to all without regard to race, color, religious creed, national 

origin, or any other status protected under applicable local, state or federal 

law. Further information regarding these recreation sites can be obtained 

from Pacific Power, c/o PacifiCorp – Hydro Resources Department, 

Recreation Supervisor, 825 NE Multnomah St., Suite 1500, Portland, 

Oregon 97232.
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Public Notice

Recreational  
Opportunities
Public Notice

James Wing passed away June 24 at the Idaho State 

Sign the guest book at www.merchantsfuneralhome.com

James Wing

1937 - 2017
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