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Standing room 

only crowd 

celebrates eighth 

year of operation 

for program
By Kathleen Ellyn

Wallowa County Chieftain

It was standing room only 
as more than 120 people 
packed The Place in Joseph 
to celebrate the graduation of 
the largest Wallowa County 
Alternative Education class 
ever. In its eighth year of op-
eration, eight young people 
from around Wallowa County 
received diplomas: Noah Al-
len, Lane Clements, Franklin 
Cook, Jake Eaves, Victoria 
Lattin, Rose McNall, Jazzmin 
Roland and Christopher 
Sparks.

Each student had faced 
challenges along their edu-
cational journey and none 
claimed the journey was easy, 
but Alt Ed provided them with 
the individual support and 
guidance needed to graduate. 

“I have students who have 
25 reasons why they shouldn’t 
make it to school, but they 
make it to school every day,” 
said program director Maria 
Weer. “They model grit and 
determination and resilience.”

Weer is executive director 
of Building Healthy Families 
and chief instructor for Wal-
lowa County Alternative Ed-
ucation.

Most enrollees have faced 
serious life challenges that 
have slowed their progress, or 
they lost their motivation to 
complete certain classes along 
the way. Building Healthy 
Families is able to provide 

additional assistance to their 
families while maintaining a 
strong credo of personal re-
sponsibility for students.

Teachers, parents and stu-
dents alike both laughed and 
cried through the story-shar-
ing portion of the event as 
they recalled their year.

• Noah Allen graduated 
through Wallowa High School 

and attended Alt Ed for two 
years. He wants to pursue col-
lege.

• Lane Clements graduat-
ed through Enterprise High 
School, attending one semes-
ter at Alt Ed. He has been 
accepted into Cascade Culi-
nary School in Bend where he 
plans to study baking.

• Franklin Cook graduat-
ed through Joseph Charter 
School, attending Alt Ed for 
two years and has accepted an 
art internship with the Jose-
phy Center and plans to study 
auto mechanics and auto body 
painting.

• Jake Eaves graduat-
ed through Enterprise High 
School and attended Alt Ed 
for four years. Jake says he 
is incredibly indecisive, but 
hopes to study to be an EMT 
at Blue Mountain Community 
College.

• Victoria Lattin graduat-
ed through Enterprise High 
School and attended Alt Ed 
for three quarters. She is 
attending Treasure Valley 
Community College where 
she will study agricultural 
business and has parlayed her 
rodeo royalty experience and 
horsemanship into a spot on 

the college’s 
roping team. 
She’s also 
competing in 
professional 
barrel racing.

• Rose 
McNall grad-
uated through 
E n t e r p r i s e 
High School and attended Alt 
Ed for two years. She works at 
Glacier Grill and wants to fo-
cus on being a good mommy. 
She plans to pursue college. 
The Wallowa County Ameri-
can Association of University 
Women awarded her a $100 
scholarship.

• Jazzmin Roland gradu-
ated through Enterprise High 
School, attending Alt Ed for 
four years. She plans to enroll 
in college.

• Christopher Sparks grad-
uated through Joseph Charter 
School, attending Alt Ed all 
four years and hopes to join 
the U.S. Navy. 

Eight Alt Ed grads turn a tassel

Lattin

Kathleen Ellyn/Chieftain

Rose McNall and her 9-month-old son Jackson, and Jazzmin Roland enjoy the applause of the record crowd at the 2017 
graduation of Wallowa County Alternative High School. In all, eight students graduated this year, the largest class ever.

Ashley Starner-Durning, 
a student at Wallowa High 
School, has been selected a 
Ford Scholar by the Ford Fam-
ily Foundation. She was one 
of 105 students from Oregon 
to earn the honor. There were 
5,883 applicants.

Starner-Durning was active 
in volleyball, basketball, track 
and fi eld, National Honor So-
ciety, FFA and student govern-
ment.

She said 
she had no 
expectation 
of winning 
when she 
comple ted 
the scholar-
ship appli-
cation and 
interview as 
part of her senior seminar class 
requirements.

“I wasn’t expecting to get it 
since I was coming from such 
a small school,” she said. 

The renewable scholarship 
covers 90 percent of each stu-
dent’s unmet fi nancial need 
for each academic year. In 
Starner-Durning’s case, that 
will mean fi ve years of school-
ing for her master’s in elemen-
tary education. She plans to 
begin her higher education at 
Blue Mountain College and 
then transfer to Eastern Ore-
gon University.

“The selection commit-
tee liked that I had a pretty 
set plan for what I wanted to 
do and that I knew that Blue 
Mountain College and Eastern 
Oregon University work to-
gether,” Starner-Durning said.

She would like to teach in 
Wallowa County after gradu-
ation. 

WHS student 
wins Ford 
Scholarship

Starner-Durning

Most comfortable bra

Lacey Bralettes

Strappy Bralettes

New “Free Bra” 
with no straps

No show panties

Stop by today!

Open 10am - 5pm daily

Uptown Clothing & Accessories 
in Downtown Joseph

12 S. Main St. • 541-432-9653

LOVE YOUR
UNDERWEAR!!!

Time for a Computer Tuneup?

Spyware Removal • 541-426-0108 

103 SW 1st St.,  Enterprise

THE BOOKLOFT
AND

Skylight Gallery
Finding books is our specialty

541.426.3351 • 107 E. Main • Enterprise • www.bookloftoregon.com

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Formed by burning tobacco
 4. Luxury automaker
 7. Religious residences
12. Crusaders
14. Puzzled
15. In a curt way
18. Selling tool
19. Solid material
20. Gold
21. Thick piece of something
24. Pouch
27. “Wonder Years” actor Fred
30. Strong and healthy
31. Waste matter
33. Apply lightly
34. Type of squad
35. Secret political faction
37. Mock
39. Immoral act
41. Early Syrian kingdom
42. Neutralizes alkalis
44. Loud, confused noise
47. Sweet potato
48. Yemen’s largest city
49. Farm state
50. Bird’s beak
52. Measures distance
53. Pacify
56. Spanish noble
61. Lodging supplied for public convenience
63. Womanized
64. Not divisible by two
65. Monetary unit

CLUES DOWN
 1. Used in perfumery
 2. Arabic man’s name
 3. Assess
 4. Prickly plants
 5. Falsely assess
 6. “__ the whistle”
 7. Mama
 8. Rocker __ Vicious
 9. Toward
10. Prefix meaning within
11. Midway between south and southeast
12. Cause to be embarrassed
13. Pandemonium
16. Fall behind
17. Cantonese
22. Shad
23. A way to make dark
24. Specialized systems consultant
25. Wings
26. Taxi driver
28. Linear units
29. Large Philippine plant
32. Celebration
36. Fugitives are on this
38. Chinese tree
40. Not sour
43. “Bourne” actor Matt
44. Former OSS
45. Runners run this
46. Offered again
51. Sanctuary
54. Food suitable for babies
55. Caused by a reflection of sound
56. Mortar trough
57. Days in mid-month
58. Exhibit the courage to do
59. Disk of the sun in Egyptian mythology
60. Protects from weather
62. Manganese

Church of Christ

502 W. 2nd Street • Wallowa
541-398-2509

Worship at 11 a.m.

Mid-week

Bible Study 7 p.m.

St. Katherine’s
Catholic Church

Fr. Francis Akano

301 E. Garfi eld Enterprise
Mass Schedule

Tues-Fri 8:00 am

Saturdays 5:30pm Sundays 10:30am

(541)426-4008

stkatherineenterprise.org

St. Pius X Wallowa Sundays 8:00am

All are welcome

Joseph  United
Methodist Church

3rd & Lake St. • Joseph
Pastor Cherie Dearth
Phone: 541-432-3102

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am

JosephUMC.org

Enterprise
Christian Church

85035 Joseph Hwy • (541) 426-3449

Worship at 9 a.m.

Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship at 6 p.m.

(nursery at A.M. services)

“Loving God & One Another”

David Bruce, Sr. - Minister

Lostine
Presbyterian Church

Discussion Group   9:30 AM

Worship Service   11:00 AM

Childrens program during service

Blog: dancingforth.blogspot.com

541.398.0597

Hwy 82, Lostine
Stephen Kliewer, Minister

Wallowa
Assembly

of God
606 West Hwy 82

Wallowa, Oregon

541-886-8445
Sunday School • 9:30

Worship Service • 10:45
Pastor Tim Barton

wallowaassemblyofgod.com

St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church

100 NE 3rd St, Enterprise

NE 3rd & Main St

541-426-3439

Worship Service

Sunday 9:30am

Summit Church

Gospel Centered Community

Service time: 10:30 am

Cloverleaf Hall in Enterprise

Pastor Mark Garland

www.summitchurchoregon.org

Faith
Lutheran
Church

Worship 2nd & 4th Sundays - 2 pm

Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Thursdays - 11 am

LCMS

(Lutheran Church Missouri Synod)

409 W. Main

Enterprise, Oregon

Christ Covenant
Church

Pastor Terry Tollefson

Church Offi ce: 541-263-0505

Family Prayer: 9:45am

Sunday School: 10am

Worship Service: 11am

723 College Street

Lostine

Enterprise Community
Congregational Church

The Big Brown Church
with an open door

Pastor Archie Hook
Sunday Worship 11am

Bible Study 9:30am

Ark Angels Children’s Program
Ages 4-6th grade, 11am

Nursery for children 3 & under

301 NE First St. • Enterprise, OR
Find us on Facebook! 541.426.3044

Seventh-Day Adventist
Church & School

305 Wagner (near the Cemetery)

P.O. Box N. Enterprise, OR 97828

541-426-3751 Church

541-426-8339 School

Worship Services
Sabbath School 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.

Worship Hour 11:00 a.m. - Noon

Pastor Jonathan DeWeber

Church 
Directory


