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100 YEARS AGO

May 31, 1917

None of the familiar fea-
tures of the old-time stage 
coach were visible in a pub-
lished photo, but a representa-
tion of the Chico stage leav-
ing Enterprise the morning of 
Tuesday, April 10, of this year 
was shown. The team of six 
fractious horses, the heavy ve-
hicle loaded with passengers 
and baggage and the proud 
driver with whip in hand are 
all absent. But the outfi t was 
adapted to the need of the mo-
ment, as similar outfi ts have 
been used many times on 
Wallowa County mail routes.

Miss Gertrude Warnock 
and Harry C. Mays were mar-
ried at Joseph Sunday, May 
27, 1914, and will make their 
home on the Imnaha where 
Mr. Mays is in the cattle busi-
ness with his bride’s brother, 
W. A. Warnock. The bride is 
the daughter of D. W. War-
nock of Joseph and Crow 
Creek, and  the groom is a son 
of Mrs. Mollie Mays. His fa-
ther was the late Polk Mays, 
who was widely known in 
the county. Best wishes to the 
couple.

Notice is hereby given that 
the city marshal of Enterprise 
has taken up two mares found 

running at large within the 
corporate limits of said city; 
he has advertised said fact by 
posting a notice in three prom-
inent places within the City of 
Enterprise and will on the 21st 
day of June, 1917, offer said 
mares for sale at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder for 

cash in hand.

70 YEARS AGO

June 5, 1947

Word has been received 
from Baker announcing the 
passing of Mrs. A. W. Wood-
ward on May 26 after a short 
illness. Mrs. Woodward, 70 

years old, was the widow of 
Edwin D. Silver, who died 30 
years ago.

The Enterprise FFA chapter 
boys will exhibit 29 fat steers 
and 32 fat pigs at the Eastern 
Oregon Livestock show at 
Union June 6-7.

Ray Harris won fi rst in the 

.45 caliber and fi rst in the .22 
caliber shoots at the Idaho state 
pistol tournament held at Boise 
Sunday. Ray also took either 
second or third place in fi ve 
other matches at the tourna-
ment, bringing home an arm-
ful of medals and merchandise 
prizes. This record is nothing 
new for Ray, who has been 
winning prizes at pistol match-
es for the past 10 years.

50 YEARS AGO

June 1, 1967

William Stubblefi eld of 
Hayward, Calif., brother of 
the late Blaine Stubblefi eld, 
from the Stubblefi eld family 
who were among the original 
settlers of Enterprise, writes 
with a unique suggestion for 
developing a new sport in Wal-
lowa County. His comments:  
“I would like to see Wallowa 
County people develop a sport 
which I think is a natural for 
that ‘Land of Winding Waters’ 
–– white water running.”

Jessica Social Club met at 
the home of Mrs. Floyd Mof-
fi t of Wallowa on Monday 
evening.  Mrs. Vern McLain 
was co-hostess. The hostesses 
served a dessert of frozen fruit 
salad, wafers, candy, nuts, cof-
fee and tea to 13 members and 
guests.

There has been a hum of 
activity around Wallowa Lake 
and at Wallowa Lake State 
Park during the past few weeks 
in preparing for another busy 
tourist season. During 1966, 

Wallowa Lake State Park re-
corded a total of 357,676 day 
visitors. A total of 105,147 
camper nights were tallied. 
These fi gures broke all existing 
records, and it is expected that 
even a heavier fl ow of tourists 
will visit the park this year.

25 YEARS AGO

June 4, 1992

“We remember” was the 
theme used for the 1992 Me-
morial Day celebration held in 
Promise recently. Some 140 
persons participated in the an-
nual get-together.

Local rodeo star Mark Nich-
ols continued his domination 
of the western regional rodeo 
competition title at the regional 
fi nals last week. Nichols fi n-
ished the season as the region’s 
bareback champion, second 
place in the saddle bronc com-
petition and third place in bull 
riding, leading the Walla Wal-
la Community College rodeo 
team to second place in the re-
gion. 

Stacy Connall, a junior at 
Enterprise High School, was re-
cently announced as an Oregon 
state winner of the Commodity 
Challenge, a nationwide eco-
nomics competition for high 
school students sponsored by 
the Chicago Board of Trade.

EHS golfers placed 11th in 
the state tourney in a fi eld of 
16 teams in Class 2A-3A May 
26-27. The Savages were the 
only 2A team that qualifi ed 
for the meet.

Ray Harris tops in shooting contest

Chieftain file photo

Frank Shevlin, owner of Frank Shevlin Shoe Top in Joseph shows off the latest equipment 
in shoe repair in this undated photo. His shop was at the north end of the Rumble/Parmeter 
Building in Joseph.

OUT OF THE PAST
Compiled by Sheryl Watson

By Stephen Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

U.S. Marine Corps veter-
an Joe Lewellyn served for 
one year in Vietnam –– 1968 
–– long enough for him to be 
exposed to Agent Orange, a 
herbicide and chemical defo-
liant used extensively to clear 
jungle foliage. The chemical 
exposure led to the loss of one 
of his legs several years ago.

Llewellyn was outfi tted 
with a motorized wheel chair, 
but he could no longer pur-
sue his hobbies of hunting 
and fi shing because of its ter-
rain limitations. Although he 
regularly rode his motorized 
wheelchair around Joseph, 
becoming a familiar sight to 
the community, he thought his 
days in the woods were over. 

Then he saw an Action 
TrackChair on Bill  O’Reil-
ly’s Fox News show and oth-
er places. The chairs are es-
sentially all-terrain vehicles 
mounted with a set of tracks, 
similar to a bulldozer, instead 
of wheel. The tracks allow the 
occupant to travel over steep 
and uneven ground.

Unfortunately, Llewellyn 
found the chairs were priced 
in the $15,000 range, far out of 
his reach.

Through a friend, he met 
Katherine Stickroth, who 
has a keen interest in helping 
veterans. When the two met, 
Llewellyn mentioned he’d like 
to own a TrackChair. Stickroth 
googled the chair on her lap-
top and even found a nonprof-
it called the “Independence 
Fund,” which helps purchase 
the chairs for vets with limited 
fi nancial means. For Stickroth, 
the process was relatively easy.

“I found the Independence 
Fund online and went over the 
application with Joe,” she said. 
“I asked him: ‘Do you want to 
apply now?’ He said, ‘sure.’”

After scanning in the prop-
er information, Llewellyn and 
Stickroth waited.

Last December, they re-
ceived word Llewellyn’s ap-
plication had been labeled as a 

priority-one need. 
“I can’t tell you how that 

astonished me,” Stickroth said. 
“All I did was fi ll out an appli-
cation.”

Months later word came 
that the chair would soon be on 
its way. Llewellyn was asked 
what accessories he needed, 
and things began to fall into 
place. 

A trailer was also needed to 
transport the chair from place 
to place and the Independence 
Fund alloted $750 payment for 
that. With no trailers the right 
size available locally, Stick-
roth purchased the trailer from 
D&B Supply in La Grande.

“She did all this on her 
own. Bless her heart –– she’s a 
wonderful person,” Llewellyn 
said.

Craig and Jeanette Holdahl 
of Vancouver, Wash., volun-
teers with the Independence 
Fund, delivered the Track-
Chair May 11 and also took 
time to stop off in La Grande 
and pick up the new trailer.

After Craig Holdahl gave 
Llewellyn a demonstration of 
the chair’s capabilities, the vet-
eran took the chair for a spin 
around his lawn, also testing 
the chair’s stability, going up 
and down the steep slope at 
every conceivable angle where 
the lawn met the street. He 
gave the chair a hearty thumbs 
up.

“A lot of these other chairs 
can get hard to sit on because 
of the cushions,” Llewellyn 
said. “With this missing leg, 
there’s nothing but bones back 
there. This thing rides real 
smooth. It’s too cool.

“I can carry my crutches 
with me, so I can get out and 
go in the store.”

Llewellyn said his maid-
en voyage in the chair would 
include taking it for a spin up-
town to show it off to Joseph 
residents. After that?

“I’m going to be hunting 
and fi sh again,” he said with a 
smile. “I can’t wait to get out 
to the lake.”

Llewellyn doesn’t have 
room in his home for the new 

chair, and he can’t afford to 
build a shed, so Stickroth is 
working with Eagle Cap Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 4307 
to meet that challenge.

For information about do-
nating, call Stickroth at 541-
910-5372 or send a check to 
VFW Post 4307, P.O. Box 56, 
Enterprise, OR. 97828. 

Veteran is ready to explore in his TrackChair

Steve Tool/Chieftain

Marine Corps and Vietnam-era vet Joe Llewellyn tries out his 
new ActionTrackChair he received with the help of local citizen 
Katherine Stickroth and the non-profit Independence Fund. 

Fascination with 

X-Men drives 

his research

Leigh Latta, an assistant 
professor in the Natural 
Sciences at Mathematics 
Division at Lewis-Clark 
State College, in Lewiston, 
Idaho, has been awarded an 
IDeA Network of Biomedi-
cal Research Excellence Pi-
lot Project grant for almost 
$100,000 over two years for 
his proposal “Mutation Ac-
cumulation and the Physio-
logical Basis of Declines in 
Neural Function.”

Latta is the eldest son of 
Pamela Latta of Joseph and 
a 1991 graduate of Joseph 
High School.

Latta’s project was one 
of only two chosen from 
more than 25 applications 
to receive funding through 
the program, which is ad-
ministered by the Univer-
sity of Idaho. Its purpose is 
to increase the state’s com-
petitiveness for federal bio-
medical research funding 
and to improve the quality 
of biomedical education in 
Idaho. 

Latta has been studying 

the muta-
tional pro-
cess since 
his sopho-
more year 
at the Uni-
versity of 
O r e g o n . 
He admits 
his interest 
in the topic actually came 
from comic books, like the 
X-Men, which features mu-
tants as superheroes.

“I was fascinated by it, 
and so I wanted to become 
a mutant biologist,” he said. 
“I really enjoy what I do.”

Latta has studied muta-
tion for more than 20 years, 
and his latest project that 
received funding will take 
a look at the effects of mu-
tation on the evolution of 
neural function. 

The research is moti-
vated by recent studies that 
have shown average human 
intelligence has declined 
3-5 percent over the last 50 
years, and suggested that 
the cause is the accumula-
tion of bad mutations in the 
human population.

Latta is married to 
Katy Lear and they have 
two daughters, Paxtyn and 
Odessa.

Joseph grad earns 
biomedical grant

Latta

NOW IN PAPERBACK

COMMONWEALTH
by

Ann Patchett

THE BOOKLOFT
Across from the courthouse in Enterprise

107 E. Main • 541.426.3351
always open at www.bookloftoregon.com • booklofteoni.com

COMMONWEALTH

OOKLOFT

Joseph 

432-9050

Enterprise 

426-4511

Wallowa 

886-9151

Proudly sponsored by

The Student of the Week is chosen for 

academic achievement and community 

involvement. Students are selected 

by the administrators of 

their respective schools.

Student of the 
Week

Ashley 
Starner-Durning

WALLOWA HIGH SCHOOL

Ashley is a senior at Wallowa 

High School.  She is the 

daughter of Kimi Starner 

and Jeff Durning.  Ashley has 

been active in several extra-

curricular activities including 

volleyball, basketball, track & 

field, National Honor Society, 

FFA and student government. 

At this time, Ashley is 

planning on attending 

Blue Mountain Community 

College to study elementary 

education.

208 S. RIVER ST. • ENTERPRISE, OR

www.jbbane.com • 541-426-3344

ELECTRICAL & WATER SYSTEM 

CONTRACTOR
PUMPS • IRRIGATION

HARDWARE• APPLIANCE PARTS

ELECTRICAL 

& PLUMBING SUPPLIES

Blue Mountain Community College’s 
Small Business Development Center 
seeks a business advisor to serve 
Wallowa County.  This is a part time 
position.  Pay:  $27.34 per hour.  
Position closes Thursday June 15th, 2017.

For more detailed information about the 
position and how to apply visit http://bluecc.
interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.
jsp?JOBID=84695, or contact Human Resources at 
541 278-5837 or hr@bluecc.edu.

Blue Mountain Community College
is an EOE and Educator and participates in E-Verify.


