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With the help of real estate 
broker Diane Daggett, the ap-
plication was finished March 
17, just in time for consid-
eration in the latest round of 
funding.

“I didn’t have the first clue 
about a grant,” Brann said, 
crediting Daggett’s help. He 
also praised Marko for assist-
ing with a business plan and 
laying the groundwork.

Marko said there has 
been great interest in seeing 
downtown revitalization in 
Enterprise over the past sev-
eral years. He added that rural 
communities group has coor-
dinated with the program for 
four years to further Enter-
prise economic development, 

downtown revitalization and 
for the OK Theater project 
specifically. 

“It’s been a big part of my 
role with the Main Street pro-
gram,” he said. “The theater’s 
unique, it’s a one-of-a-kind in 
the region.”

According to Marko, Dag-
gett served as the local lead 
for the project as well as En-
terprise city government. The 
project also received a dozen 
letters of support from various 
factions and individuals in the 
city. 

“It really engaged the city 
as well as businesses to show 
support for the theatre, which 
helped get the grant,” he said. 
Marko also credited former 
Enterprise mayor Margie 
Shaw for initiating the grant.

“It’s super – just really 
exciting for us,” said Wendy 

Stewart, head of Greater En-
terprise Main Street.

Brann has the funds ear-
marked for specific projects.

“The first priority for the 
grant is installing ADA-com-
plaint bathrooms,” he said, 
meaning they will be hand-
icap accessible. “It’s always 
been a concern for me, and 
now we have a way to tackle 
it. This also helped pave the 
way for some updating of the 
electrical system.” 

He was working with Wal-
lowa County Grain Growers 
on installing a new heating 
and air-conditioning system 
as well as possibly install-
ing solar panels. A new film 
screen is also in the works.

Brann hopes to initiate the 
restoration project in early De-
cember. There is a three-year 
timeline specified in the grant. 

“The bathrooms aren’t 
scheduled for completion 
until sometime in late June 
or early July,” he said. “You 
won’t see any big changes un-
til the bathrooms open. Basi-
cally we’re taking everything 
down and reframing.” 

The theater is also required 
to contribute in the neighbor-
hood of $40,000 to the proj-
ect, which can include labor 
and materials. Brann believes 
it’s possible to raise even 
more.

“We’re planning a grand 
reopening of the theater in the 
summer of 2019 to celebrate its 
centennial,” Brann said. “It’s 
been a real community effort to 
keep this going. We would con-
tinue with or without a grant 
to do what we’re doing, which 
is bringing quality shows into 
Wallowa County.”
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Two projects in northeast 
Oregon -- including one in 
Wallowa County -- have re-
ceived State Land Board Stream 
Awards honoring voluntary res-
toration efforts.

Wallowa River/6 Ranch 
Project II restored 1,800 lineal 
feet of the Wallowa River on the 
6 Ranch to a more historic and 
natural condition. Functioning 
wetlands, an activated flood-
plain and a stable stream chan-
nel all resulted from the volun-
tary restoration work.

Secretary of State Dennis 
Richardson, a member of the 
Land Board who presented the 
award, praised the public-pri-
vate partnership that was estab-
lished to implement the project. 
He commended 6 Ranch owner 
Liza Jane McAlister for her vi-
sion for “responsible steward-
ship, preservation of western 
ranching traditions, and produc-
tion of healthy food.”

The design of the project 
uses an unconventional graz-
ing management plan that will 
use high-intensity, short-dura-

tion grazing to control invasive 
Reed Canary Grass and promote 
desirable grasses and shrub spe-
cies on the property.

“6 Ranch has often been de-
scribed as an unconventional 

ranching operation, though we 
see our goals as very similar to 
most ranching operations,” said 
McAlister. “Our belief is that 
restoration and ranching must 
work side by side for long-term 

success. We hope to set an ex-
ample of proactive, mutually 
beneficial relationships that re-
sult in improved landscapes in 
our beautiful region.”

Project partners include the 
Grande Ronde Model Water-
shed, Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, Nez Perce 
Tribe and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Funding 
was provided by the Bonneville 
Power Administration, Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board, 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice.

The Grande Ronde Model 
Watershed, based in La Grande, 
nominated the project.

The second award was pre-
sented to Catherine Creek Fish 
Habitat Restoration Project 
co-sponsored by the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Umatilla In-
dian Reservation and the Union 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District. It was developed to 
restore floodplain processes 
and functions along a one-mile 
stretch of Catherine Creek in 
Union, east of La Grande.

6 Ranch receives award for 
river restoration project

Submitted photo

On hand for a recent awards ceremony for 6 Ranch were Secretary 
of State Dennis Richardson; Liza Jane McAlister; 6 Ranch; 
Governor Kate Brown; and Coby Menton; Grande Ronde Model 
Watershed.

Rural entrepreneurs are invited to compete 
for $145,000 in startup funds from the American 
Farm Bureau Federation.

This is the first national rural business compe-
tition focused exclusively on entrepreneurs work-
ing on food and agriculture businesses.

The competition provides an opportunity for 
individuals to showcase ideas and business innova-
tions that benefit rural regions of the United States. 

Owners of all types of businesses across the 
food and agriculture supply chain are encouraged 
to enter the competition. Applications, which 
include a business plan, video pitch and photo, 
must be submitted online by June 30. Judges will 
review the applications and provide feedback to 
the participants. 

The top 10 teams, to be announced in October, 
will be offered the opportunity to pitch to multi-
million dollar investors, in addition to receiving 
education about venture capital and expanding 
their businesses.

Businesses related to food and agriculture 
include farms or ranches, value-added food pro-
cessing, food hubs and community-supported 
agriculture programs, farm-to-table restaurants, 
farmers’ markets and craft beverage startups. 
Businesses can also support food and agriculture 
such as crop scouting, agritourism, ag advertising 
agencies and ag technology companies. 

The competition timeline, detailed eligibility 
guidelines and profiles of past Challenge winners 
are available at strongruralamerica.com/challenge. 

$145K Rural 
Entrepreneurship 
Challenge opens
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NEW! RB 400 

HIGH PRESSURE 

WASHER

Powerful, easy-to-use 
high-performance 
sprayer ideal for 
farm and ranch

$59995

Includes AK 10 battery 
and AL 101 charger.

NEW! FSA 56 

BATTERY-POWERED 

TRIMMER

Lightweight trimmer – just  
7.3 lbs. with AK 10 battery

$19995

$12995
NOW JUST WAS 

$139.95 
SNW-SRP

Offer valid through 7/2/17 at  
participating dealers while supplies last.

SAVE $10!
BG 50  

HANDHELD BLOWER

“It is a great piece of 
equipment for the price.”

– user TL805

“I’m glad I went with the 170--the 
price and reliability are outstanding.”

– user prutsmanbros93

MS 170 

CHAIN SAW

16” bar†

$15995
NOW JUST WAS 

$179.95 

SNW-SRP 

Offer valid  
through 7/2/17 at  
participating dealers 
while supplies last.

SAVE $20!

Wallowa County Grain Growers
911 South River Street | Enterprise | 541-426-3116

WallowaCountyGrainGrowers.com

Is it time for your child’s 

Annual 
Wellness
Check?
Keep your child healthy and
active with an annual  
wellness check, and learn 
what you can do as a parent
to help your child establish
smart lifestyle habits now! 

Schedule your child’s wellness check today!

541.426.7900

We treat you like family

601 Medical Parkway, Enterprise, OR 97828  •  541-426-3111  •  www.wchcd.org
Wallowa Memorial Hospital is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Mountain View Medical Group
603 Medical Parkway
(next to Wallowa 
Memorial Hospital)
Enterprise, Oregon 97828

Joseph Clinic
100 N. East St. | Joseph

541.426.7900


