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A most dramatic destruc-
tion is the 150-by-260 foot
Jay Herbert Bates Mill planer
building in Wallowa. It is not
known which insurance agen-
cy covers the property. The en-
tire building is a loss.

Another local rancher, Ken
Nash of Enterprise, has also
suffered a snowy “act of God.”
A large hay barn he leases has
come down and 150 elk are
now chowing down every eve-
ning on his stored hay.

Wallowa County losses,
however, pale in comparison
to the snow damage report-
ed in other counties. Malheur
County issued a State of Emer-
gency on Jan. 11, reporting an
estimated 100 structures with
major damage in addition to
flooding issues caused by ice
dams on the Snake, Payette and
Malheur rivers. By the time of
the declaration no snow re-
moval tools were available for
purchase in the county as land-
owners scrambled to deal with
the snow issues themselves.

U.S. Sens. Jeff Merkley
and Ron Wyden sought federal
disaster aid for Malheur and
“other Eastern Oregon coun-
ties” Jan. 26. A federal disaster

declaration makes farmers and
other businesses eligible for
low-interest loans, insurance
relief and other disaster aid.

Malheur County assessor
Dave Ingram reported that,
“Representative  Cliff Bentz
(R-Ontario) organized a town
hall meeting Feb. 2 with the
Oregon Insurance Division,
Oregon Construction Contrac-
tors Board, and state and local
building codes staff to inform
people what they need to do to
make claims.

Ingram reported that the
wreckage was much worse
than had even been reported.

“Onion storage and packing
buildings have been damaged
all over the county,” he said.
“I think the building owners
are busy saving product and
reporting the damage is down
the line in their thought pro-
cess.”

The cost of lost crops and
business may far exceed the
cost of lost buildings with es-
timates already running in the
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars.

In addition to ranchers and
farmers simply being too busy
saving crops to bother with
damage reports right now,
many residents of Eastern Or-
egon counties may simply not
know their building has been

damaged, yet. Some storage
buildings are in inaccessible
locations and haven’t been

checked on and some are on
summer home property with

absentee owners.
Across the state line, the

town of Weiser, Idaho in

Washington County is also
being cited as “the horror sto-

ry” with 95 buildings reported

damaged and a state of emer-
gency declared.

Steve Lyon, editor of the
Weiser  Signal ~ American,

shared some of the stories from

his city with the Chieftain.
“The snowfall has been un-
precedented,” he said. “We’re

looking at 35-40 inches in
town. We lost our one and

only bowling alley, and across
the county there have been 95
buildings that have been dam-

aged — lots of hay sheds and

onion storage sheds.”

Lyon reported that although
building codes rate roofs at
30 pounds per square foot of
weight bearing, they found
snow loads of 38 pounds per

square foot on many buildings.
Snowfall in Wallowa Coun-

ty has been heavier still. John

Duckworth of Wallowa, who

operates an official NOAA

weather station at his home,
recorded over 6 feet of snow,
73 inches, by Feb. 5.

“There are 24 inches on
the ground, despite settling,”
Duckworth reported Friday.
“And while it was raining in
Enterprise on Friday it was
snowing in Wallowa.”

Yet, Wallowa County has
not yet seen the catastrophic
countywide disasters that other
Eastern Oregon and Western
Idaho counties have. Accord-
ing to County Commissioner
Susan Roberts, “We have not
seen that extent of damage and
likely will not.”

Nevertheless, there is cause
for concern.

The snow damage potential
is triple-fold, repeated snow-
falls dump large quantities of
snow and then partially melt
and then top that icy wedge
with more snow creating
weight loads far heavier than
snow alone.

The ice forming as snow
melts and runs down the roof
and then refreezes that caus-
es ice dams on the eaves of
roofs, leading to water backup
behind the dam, which makes
its way under shingles and be-
gins leakage damage inside the
house. Although the melt over
the weekend took out many
of those dams, the possibility
of another buildup remains.
Most surprising to ranchers,
who have deliberately built

their storage sheds with steel
roofs so that the snow will
slide off, the consistency of the
snow combined with the be-
low-freezing temperatures of
the unheated buildings is creat-
ing a situation where the snow
does not slide off the building
as would be normal.

Wallowa County is still a
long way from a state of emer-
gency, according to County
Commissioner Todd Nash, but
residents are wisely on high
alert and snow removal busi-
nesses are popping up every-
where to handle the accumu-
lated snow.

Snow removal once the
melt began on Saturday was
also problematic due to the
heavy accumulation. Cars
were stuck in driveways
and parking lots all over the
county. The windstorm also
brought down trees and pow-
erlines with outages reported
throughout the county.

Pacific Power lineman
Chad Cooney of Joseph
worked “pretty much all
weekend and all night Sunday
night,” and called for assis-
tance from Pendleton on Mon-
day morning to put up a power
pole.

Wallowa Public Works Di-
rector Travis Goebel reported
that attempting to clean the

streets on Saturday, “almost
broke the truck in half,” and
Wallowa had to wait for natu-
ral melt to progress further.

In addition to contacting
your landlord or insurance
agent, landowners are en-
couraged to contact Wallowa
County Assessor Randy Wort-
man by coming to Room 104
of the Courthouse in Enter-
prise where they can fill out
an application for reappraisal
and/or proration of property
taxes. The effect of the reap-
praisal would allow the taxes
to be prorated on the damaged
portion. The application must
be turned in within 60 days of
the damage.

For more information con-
tact the Assessor’s Office at
541-426-4543, ext. 150.

Numerous snow removal
businesses are listing their ser-
vices in the Wallowa County
Free Classified. The Chieftain
cannot vouch for the profes-
sionalism of any businesses
listed.

Insurance agencies have
advised the Chieftain that al-
though walking on a frozen
roof can cause damage in and
of itself, it is usually far less
concerning than the damage
that could be cause by allow-
ing ice dams to continue to
build.
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That means lots of snow
in the basin beyond the
Snow measuring sites.

“What’s so different
about this year is that it’s
spread out through the
whole watershed and nor-
mally we don’t see that,”
Chamberlin said. “We’re
going to get water from ar-
eas we’re not used to getting
water from.”

Chamberlin said it’s pos-
sible the reservoir, which
can hold more than 700,000

acre-feet of water for irriga-
tion, could fill for the first
time in several years.

Forty inches of snow has
been recorded at Oregon
State University’s Malheur
County research station near
Ontario so far this winter,
said OSU Extension crop-
ping systems agent Stuart
Reitz.

The previous record for
an entire winter was 26
inches.

“Nobody around here
has really ever seen these
kind of conditions before,”
he said.

OSU Extension cropping
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systems agent Bill Buhrig
said the abundant snow is
great news for the region’s
farmers from a water supply
standpoint — but it could
cause other problems.

While area farmers have
been able to plant some
crops early in recent years,
that’s unlikely in 2017, he
said.

“We may be looking at
a spring where we have to
have a little more patience
before we can get into the
fields,” Buhrig said.

Sean Ellis of the Capital
Press contributed to this

report.
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To Give You Peace of Mind
Morton Buildings is proud to provide its customers with a 50 year snow load warranty with no
weight limit and a 5 year wind warranty with no wind velocity limit, including tornado and hurricane
strength winds. When Mother Nature bears down on you, isn't it nice to know that your building
is backed by the strongest, non-prorated warranty in the industry. If your building has been
damaged, your local Morton Buildings Sales Consultant can help.

Warren Carlson
(0) 208-497-3650
(c) 208-360-4724

Eagle, ID.

For details 011 Morton Buildings'warrantyy, including coverage, conact your local Morton Buildings Sales Consultant. Not available on Country
Craft, by Morton Buildings. ©2010 Morfon Buildings, Inc. ildi

listing of CC licenses available at mortonbuild;
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800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com
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Along Main Street she said
the city crew follows behind
the state snowplows to push the
snow out of parking areas and
intersections. Warnock said the
city hasn’t started hauling snow
anywhere, but if the snow con-
tinues to accumulate the city’s
public works crew may have to
consider it.

Warming temperatures ha-
ven’t caused flooding yet and
Warnock said so far the city
has been able to keep the storm
drains clear.

Carol Long, city recorder
for Wallowa, said the winter
has put a real strain on the city’s
street maintenance budget and
its staff with the workload and
angry calls from residents.

“Our employees are getting
very stressed,” Long said.

She said the city’s public
works crew concentrates on
clearing snow around the Wal-
lowa Senior Center, Communi-
ty Bank and the post office as
well as the city streets.

Concerned about flooding,
Long said the city contracted

with Henderson Logging to
haul snow down to the old mill
yard.

“So far, they’ve hauled 66
loads,” Long said.

Keeping the county roads
clear has been a full time job for
Wallowa County Public Works
Department. Director Lon An-
drade said there hasn’t been any
let up in the clearing roads for
almost two months.

“People around here haven’t
experienced a winter like this,”
Andrade said. “The phone is
ringing off the hook.”

While the winter hasn’t been
typical, Andrade said compared
to other areas of the state Wal-
lowa County has fared well,
ducking the large snowfalls and
the high winds that caused in-
credible damage in neighboring
Union County.

He said the biggest cost for
this winter’s snow removal is
an increase in fuel consump-
tion, but relatively low gas pric-
es have kept spending in check.
Instead of overtime, he said the
crew members are accruing
compensation time, saving the
county money. The state road
crews have been hit the hardest
keeping up with this winter’s

onslaught of storms.

Tom Strandberg of Oregon
Department of Transportation
said, “Our crews in Eastern Or-
egon worked more than 7,000
hours of overtime in December
of 2016, compared to 2,000 to
4,500 hours for the same month
during the past four years.”

What has helped the state’s
road crews improve road con-
ditions, Strandberg said, is
equipment and resource shar-
ing between ODOT districts.

“Snow plows, snow blow-
ers, graders and other winter
maintenance equipment and
crews are being moved around
to support other sections as
needed,” Strandberg said.

During a recent storm crews
from Meacham were helping in
La Grande and Ladd Canyon,
while La Grande crews sup-
ported the Baker area and Bak-
er crews moved further south to
help with snow removal closer
to Ontario.

Strandberg said travelers
should be reminded to give
winter maintenance equipment
room to do their job and to be
aware of the dangers of passing
snowplows, especially on the
right.
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 Rotator cuff repair
* ACL reconstruction
* Carpel tunnel syndrome

¢ Fracture care

at Wallowa Memorial Hospital.

e Shoulder and knee arthroscopy

Dr. Davis, an orthopedic surgeon with a specialty in
sports medicine, sees patients every other week here

Ask your physician for a referral today!

Wallowa Memorial Hospital

We treat you like family
601 Medical Parkway, Enterprise, OR 97828 « 541-426-3111 * www.wched.org

Wallowa Memorial Hospital is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Standing

Rock

and the History of Resource Extraction
on Native American Lands

Thursday, Feb. 16th - 7pm
Joe Whittle

Indigenous Photojournalist and Writer

Nallowology!

Natural History Discovery Center

Joe will present photos and
stories of his experiences at
Standing Rock and other places
witnessing instances of
resource extraction based
destruction of Native American
land, water, people,
and culture.

Discussion of the history and
precedent of these practices
and how that ties to the
relationships government and
industry have today with
indigenous nations,
will feature prominently.

508 N. Main - Joseph - 541-263-1663 - wallowology.org




