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Photographer focuses on soldiers’ stories

By Tammy Malgesini
EO Media Group

Jim Lommasson has no-
ticed a disconnect between
the American public and sol-
diers who have fought in the
recent conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The Portland-based free-
lance photographer and writ-
er is on a mission to change
that. Lommasson’s 2015 book,
“Exit Wounds: Soldiers’ Sto-
ries — Life After Iraq and
Afghanistan,” is about United
States soldiers who served in
the wars. The book features
Lommasson’s  photographs
and interviews, as well as pho-
tographs by the participants.
The project includes a travel-
ing exhibit.

Lommasson also has been
active with the Oregon Hu-
manities Conversation Project.
He will facilitate a discussion
titled “Life after War: Pho-
tography and Oral Histories
of Coming Home.” As part of
The Big Read, the free event
is Thursday, Feb. 2, at 7 p.m.
at Wallowa City Hall. In ad-
dition, his exhibit will remain
at City Hall through the end of
February.

Lommasson shares
about the words of a Marine
scrawled on a wall near Bagh-
dad: “America is not at war.
The Marine Corps is at war;
America is at the mall.”

Statistics, he said, indicate
100 percent of the Ameri-
can people knew a soldier
who fought in combat during
World War II. And, nearly 100
percent knew someone who
fought in Vietnam. As far as
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars,
Lommasson said the statistics
are staggering — maybe two
or three percent know some-
one who was involved in com-
bat.

“We don’t know the sol-
diers that we send to war,” he
said. “They need to tell their
stories and we need to hear
their stories.”

More than 60 years after
the Battle of the Bulge — the
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“Growing up, my dream was to be in the Army. All | ever
wanted to do was to be in the Army and lead men into combat.
| got 30 seconds of my dream, I'd give my other leg to live it

again.” — Lucas Wilson

bloodiest battle experienced
by U.S. forces during World
War II — Lommasson’s father
finally began to share more in-
depth about his painful experi-
ences on the battlefield. Lom-
masson’s conversations with
his father the last couple years
of his life served as motivation
to document oral histories of
recent war veterans.
Conversations with veter-
ans, he said, need to take place
sooner rather than later. It pro-
vides a better opportunity for
soldiers to move forward in
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their lives, Lommasson said.
Starting the project in 2007,
Lommasson connected with
soldiers at Veterans of Foreign
Wars meetings, college cam-
puses and social media.
“Sometimes one vet would
lead me to a pool of veterans,”
he said. “I didn’t know what to
expect when I started this — it
started with a basic interest.”
Initially, Lommasson envi-
sioned the project as focusing
on veterans’ homecomings.
However, as the conversations
progressed, the soldiers kept
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“The convoy killed a girl and two goats. | went out with Civil
Affairs and we paid off the family. The going rate for the goat
was twice that of the daughter. | think they got $2000 for the
whole package. It was horrible.” — Ash Woolson

coming back to sharing about
their war experiences, even
showing him and giving him
pictures.

“l thought, ‘I just need
to shut up and start listening
better.” The stories and photos
flooded in — that’s when the

project took off,” Lommasson
said.

During the Conversation
Project event, Lommasson
will show slides and share sto-
ries. The audience is invited
to join the dialogue and share
their thoughts and experiences.

Lommasson

“I try to make it so that we
sit in a circle instead rows of
seats,” he said. “We want to
encourage conversation.”

For more about Lom-
masson’s project, visit www.
lifeafterwar-soldiersstories.
blogspot.com. For a calendar
of Oregon Humanities events,
go to www.oregonhumanities.
org/calendar. And, for more
about The Big Read, visit
www.fishtrap.org.

0l

Wallowa Valley
Eye Care

519 W. North Street, Enterprise

541.426.3413
Mon-Thurs 9 to Noon/1-5pm; Fri. 9-1

Crze, HEALTH LINE
MM

Fitness Center..-
Keycode Entry
Weight Room - Cardio
Women’s Circuit * Tanning
202 W. Main, Enterprise
541-426-0313

Marcys

Specializing in Anti-Aging Skin Therapy
Customized Facials

Waxing Services, Brow Sculpting
Body Polish-Back Facials
High-Perfomance Products

541-398-0759 | Located @ beecrowbee 01 Main Joseph

Iblowa Cownct:
sk, 7
Health Department

758 NW 1st Street, Enterprise, OR
(541) 426-4848

We offer serwces to all ages and income levels
including: WIC,

shots,

fobacco prevention and education, chronic disease
prevention. We provide equal opportumfy programs.

omlg plcnnmP immunizations, flu
restaurant and hotel icensing, commumfy

Today...

And Start
Saving Mone

to Win Money!

Save with Community Bank. It's a Win-Win... you save money in your own
Certificate of Deposit, by adding funds to it, you earn chances to win money.*

Monthly drawing for $100
Annual Drawing for $1000!

*MONTHLY DRAWINGS: One (1) entry for every $25 balance increase as of the last business day of each calendar month. Drawing limited to one (1) monthly winner of $100 (funds can be deposited
into CD or taken as customer wishes). (Account Opening deposit counts as 1 entry). Each $25 increment added to the CD is another entry, limit of 8 entries (5200) through the last business day of each
calendar month. Drawing to take place within the first 5 business days after the end of each calendar month. ANNUAL DRAWING: One (1) Annual Winner of $1000 (funds can be deposited into CD or
taken as customer wishes). To earn 1 entry, $25 must be added to the CD in 1 month, each additional month that a deposit of at least $S25 was made, another entry is earned — limit of 12 entries for
the year. (Account Opening deposit counts as 1 month). Annual Drawing to take place each December, following the last business day of the month.

Member FDIC

$25 Minimum deposit and balance required to obtain prize entry. Open to consumers only, exclusions apply. Limit one (1) Win-Win CD per primary Tax ID Number. Must be at least 18 years of age
to open. Open to residents in the following Oregon, Washington, and Idaho counties. Oregon: Wallowa, Union, Baker, Umatilla, Morrow, and Wasco; Washington: Walla Walla and Asotin; Idaho: Nez
Perce. Account must be open at time of drawing to be eligible. Winners are responsible for the payment of all taxes on prizes. Where required by law, form 1099 will be filed with the IRS to reflect prize
winnings over $600 issued to winner for the calendar year.




