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Business answers meat-processing call

USDA-certified
facility coming to
La Grande

By Katy Nesbitt
For the EO Media Group

LA GRANDE, Ore. — A
new northeastern Oregon busi-
ness is following a current trend
— bringing meat processing,
including a USDA-certified fa-
cility, closer to where livestock
is raised.

Since June, Hines Meat
Company in La Grande brought
13 employees on board and is
answering a growing demand
from local hunters and produc-
ers. By early spring they will
have a USDA facility available
for local ranches that are used
to shipping cattle hundreds of
miles.

Paige Hines, a nurse, said
she and her husband Jake, a
contractor, opened their new
business in time for the Eastern
Oregon Livestock Show early
this summer.

“We have been incredibly
busy from day one,” Hines said.

While the learning curve has
been steep and the sweat equity
extensive, she said the feedback
has been positive.

“The response from the
community has been incredi-
ble,” Hines said.

Hines said her husband
grew up in Imbler, a farming
community 12 miles outside of
La Grande. Despite the abun-
dance of livestock throughout
the region, buying local meat is
difficult.

“Even though agriculture is
the number one industry, un-
less you buy a whole or half
beef local meat isn’t accessible
to you,” Hines said. “We are
surrounded by this industry
and we wanted to make it ac-
cessible.”

In September they opened
their retail shop, offering thick
cut pork chops and steaks, ba-
con and sausages like Andou-
ille, beer bratwurst and steak
and cheese. Until they open
their USDA certified facili-
ty Hines said the meat sold
in their store is rated USDA

Hines Meat Company in La Grande has 13 employees.

choice and above from West-
ern states distributors.

A concrete contractor by
trade, Jake Hines started think-
ing about different business-
es that weren’t as hard on the
body. With experience butcher-
ing game and a zest for cook-
ing, an idea was born.

“We are unsophisticated
foodies,” Hines said. “Jake’s
been a hunter and cut up his
fair share of wild game. We
cook a lot and Jake likes the
process of brining and smok-
ing,” Hines said.

When they got serious she
said they looked for a buildable
lot and started working on a
design. Financing took a year
and construction another nine
months.

“It’s definitely been an ad-
venture for us,” Hines said.

Two experienced meat cut-
ters came to work for them and
quickly they filled positions to
grind, package and run the re-
tail shop.

Jake and Paige Hines are
both involved with the busi-
ness while maintaining part-
time connections to their previ-
ous occupations.

“We’re in this phase be-
cause we keep growing and

we need to continue to have
enough people working so
we are not burning them out,”
Hines said.

During these first few
months she said they keep
looking at how to be more ef-
ficient and what positions they
need to fill.

The business took off by
word-of-mouth and with very
little advertising, underscor-
ing what the Hines already

believed — there was a healthy
market.
“That shows how much

this business was sorely need-
ed. All we had to do was show
up!” Hines said.

Since they opened Hines
said a number of ranchers
have called from Wallowa and
Union counties, eager for the
USDA facility to open.

To get certified Hines said
they are working with a consul-
tant from University of Idaho
to write a plan that is in compli-
ance with federal regulations.

“We have to have a plan in
place that identifies possible
points of contamination and
addresses how to take care of
them while incorporating a
number of different processes
in the same work place,” Hines

NRCS accepting applications
for conservation easements
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Do you want to keep your
farm or ranch in agriculture
for future generations? Do
you want to protect your ag-
ricultural land from future
development? Do you want
to restore wetland habitat
on your land and protect it
for migratory birds, fish, and
other wildlife?

USDA’s Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service in
Oregon offers easement pro-
grams to help private land-
owners, state and local gov-
ernments, Indian tribes, and
nonprofit groups protect Or-
egon’s working agricultural
lands and wetlands for future
generations.

NRCS is accepting ap-
plications for the new Agri-
cultural Conservation Ease-
ments Program (ACEP).

Worth the drive!
Call us about
FREE Gas!

'

Applications must be sub-
mitted by Nov. 18 to be con-
sidered in the first batch of
applications for Fiscal Year
2017 funding.

NRCS will rank appli-
cations based on identified
natural resource concerns
and priority areas throughout
the state. Easement priority
areas in Oregon include crit-
ical water bird habitat, Coho
and steelhead salmon habitat,
sage grouse habitat, grass-
lands and more.

Through the ACEP, NRCS
provides financial and tech-
nical assistance to secure
easements for both working
agricultural lands and for
wetlands. The program has
two components: one for Ag-
ricultural Land Easements
and one for Wetland Reserve
Easements.

To find a local NRCS of-
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503.646.2273

DRLAMPEE.COM
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fice near you, visit the NRCS
Oregon website at www.
ornrcs.usda.gov and view
the “Contact Us” tab for a
map of local service centers.
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said.

Simply put, on any given
day, Hines said, the USDA
meat would be processed first,
then the custom work and fi-
nally wild game. She said the
three must be processed in
different spaces or at different
times and decontamination in-
corporated into the daily work-
flow.

While a lot of producers
go as far as Nampa, Idaho, for
USDA processing, Hines said
she hopes their business will be
a welcome addition to the agri-

e

Katy Nesbitt/For the Capital Press

Paige and Jake Hines opened Hines Meat Company in La
Grande in June, answering a growing demand from local

hunters and producers.

culture market.

“This is a good way to do
it capitalize on the things we
have going on here and hope-

fully stimulate ranchers’ busi-
ness. We want to offer a good
service to the people who live
here.”

NEED A PLUMBER?

Tired of waiting 3 or 4 weeks?
Wallowa Lake YES
Hot water heaters, toilets, all repairs, remodel.

Jack Rudd Plumbing

541-963-0921 or 541-786-0974

Winding Waters is
proud to announce

Doctors Geoff
and Annika
Maly, MD
have joined our team!

They visited, loved it
and have moved here...

Now accepting
new patients

A Non-Profit Community Health Center

7AM-7PM « MON-FRI
9AM-1PM SATURDAY

603 Medial Parkway
Enterprise, OR 9728

541-426-4502
windingwaters.org
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NEW 2017 COROLLA SE

189"

STK #17TL131. WAS $21,559.NOW $20,376 AFTER $1,183 ROGERS DISCOUNT. RESIDUAL
$14,013. CAP COST §19,216.74. $1,999 DOWN = 3YR/12,000 MILE A YEAR LEASE @ $189 MO

PLUS TAX, TITLE, AND DOC FEE. ON APPROVED CREDIT.
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TITLE, AND DOC FEE. ON APPROVED CREDIT.

. NEW 2016 TACOMA
ACCESS CAB V6 TRD sPORT 4x4

287"

STK #17T071. WAS $34,318. NOW $32,785 AFTER $1,553 ROGERS
DISCOUNT. RESIDUAL $24,366. CAP COST $30,723.55. $2,999 DOWN
=3YR/12,000 MILES PER YEAR LEASE @ $287 MO PLUS TAX,

RPGER

@ TOYOTA
We Care About What You’re Driving!

TOYOTA
CALL Jeff Courtney 541-379-6400

NEW 2016 RAV4 LE

228"

STK #16T094. WAS $27,019. NOW $25,271 AFTER $1,248 ROGERS DISCOUN N
REBATE PROVIDED BY TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. $1,500 DOWN = 3YR/12, 000 MILEA
YEAR LEASE @ $228 MO PLUS TAX, TITLE, AND DOC FEE. RESIDUAL $16,482. CAP COST

$24,648.25. ON APPROVED CREDIT.

NEW 2017 TUNDRA

APPROVED CREDIT.

BUY A VEHIGLE AND THE
FIRST TANK OF GAS IS FREE

DOUBLE CAB sr55.7Lv8
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STK #17TL088. WAS 37,544. NOW $35,486 AFTER $2,058 ROGERS
DISCOUNT. RESIDUAL $24,779. $2,999 CASH DOWN = 36MO/12K MILES
PER YEAR LEASE @ $347 MO PLUS TAX, TITLE, AND DOC FEE. ON

STK #177028. WAS $24,174. NOW $20,588. AFTER $1,5685 ROGERS
DISCOUNT AND $2,000 REBATE PROVIDED BY TOYOTA FINANCIAL
SERVICES. PLUS TAX, TITLE AND DOC FEE.

NEW 2017 CAMRY LE

—%20,588

0> FINANCING UP TO 60 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW TOYOTAS!

ON SELECT NEW TOYOTA MODELS. ON APPROVED CREDIT. FOR ALL OFFERS: NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
A DOCUMENTARY SERVICE FEE OF $150 MAY BE ADDED TO VEHICLE PRICE OR CAPITALIZED COST. DOES NOT INCLUDE TAXES, LICENSE, TITLE,
PROCESSING FEES, INSURANCE AND DEALER CHARGES. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. OFFERS VALID THROUGH 11-30-16.
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208.743.5577 |

rogersmotors.com | [{

1.800.769.5654
2203 16th Ave., Lewiston, ID

SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7 am - 5:30 pm SAT 8 am - 5 pm SALES HOURS: MON-FRI 8:30 am - 7 pm SAT 9 am - 6 pm SUN 10:30 am - 5:30 pm




