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Sept. 2-3
• Disney’s “The Little 

Mermaid” at the Elgin Opera 
House. 7:30 p.m. Friday; 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. $8-
$17. www.elginoperahouse.
com

Saturday, Sept. 3
• Labor Day Bash with 

Sum People, 9 p.m. at The 
Hydrant.

Sunday, Sept. 4
• Ashleigh Flynn & the 

Porch Climbers, 7 p.m. at 
Terminal Gravity.

Thursday, Sept. 8
• The Purple Hulls, 7 p.m. 

at the OK Theatre. theoldok.
com

Friday, Sept. 9
• There is No Mountain, 7 

p.m. at Terminal Gravity.

Sept. 9-10
• Disney’s “The Little 

Mermaid” at the Elgin Opera 
House. 7:30 p.m. Friday; 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 
$8-$17. 

Sept. 9-11
• Fall Arts Classic, various 

venues throughout Wallowa 
County. wvmusicalliance.org 
www.elginoperahouse.com

Sunday, Sept. 11
• Open mic night, 4-6 p.m. 

at the Josephy Center with 

emcee Ted Hays. josephy.org

Sept. 16-17
• Disney’s “The Little 

Mermaid” at the Elgin Opera 
House. 7:30 p.m. Friday; 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. $8-
$17. www.elginoperahouse.
com

Friday, Sept. 23
• Jordan Harris, 7 p.m. at 

The Stubborn Mule.

Sept. 23-24
• Disney’s “The Little 

Mermaid” at the Elgin Opera 
House. 7:30 p.m. Friday; 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Saturday. $8-
$17. www.elginoperahouse.
com

Friday, Sept. 30
• Open Mic Night at 

Stockman’s Lounge (formerly 
Lear’s), hosted by Jordan 
MasLach.

Wednesday, Oct. 5
• Liz Vice, 7 p.m. at the 

OK Theatre. theoldok.com

Thursday, Oct. 20
• HoneyHoney, Wallowa 

Resources fundraiser, 7 p.m. 
at the OK Theatre. theoldok.
com

Please submit Enter-
tainment Calendar event 
information to editor@
wallowa.com

THE SCENE
By Steve Tool

Wallowa County Chieftain

Sunny skies and balmy 
temperatures did their part to 
ill the Wallowa Valley with 
motorcycles of all kinds as 
the third annual Thunder Run 
brought bikers from afar for 
the event. 

The Thunder Run, which 
took place Aug. 25-28, saw 
a huge boost in attendance, 
according to event organizer 
Gary Bethscheider. 

“I’m thinking we had 
roughly 600 to 700 in town. 
We didn’t have as many as 
that attend the rally, though,” 
he said. He estimated that at-
tendance was up more than 
40 percent over the previous 
year.

The four-day event fea-
tured a poker run, biker 
games, music, fundraisers 
for local nonproits and tour 
rides as well as the Thunder 
Run Parade in which more 
than 100 bikers took part — 
twice as many as last year. 

“The weather really 
helped us a lot. There were 
a lot of bikes in town, and 
the hotels were full,” Beth-
scheider said.

Randy Pritchett, a U.S. 

Forest Service employee 
from Lewiston, Idaho, has 
attended the previous two 
Thunder Runs and said he 
wouldn’t miss the event for 
the world. 

“I think it’s small enough 
to be able to see your old 
friends you haven’t seen in 
a year,” Pritchett said. “I’ve 
seen a half dozen people I 
haven’t seen in the last year. 

... we didn’t skip a beat, and 
everything is still the same. 
That’s the unique thing about 
it.”

And does he plan to return 
next year?

“Absolutely. I think every 
year this will get bigger and 
bigger,” Pritchett said. “The 
beauty of the rides and scen-
ery, the view of the Wallowas 
and the overlook really make 

this place special.”
One thing Bethscheider 

would like to see is a little 
community support for other 
events as well as his own. 

“The people in this county 
need to step up and support 
these events. These events 
are what’s keeping this coun-
ty alive,” he said.

Despite the apparent 
success of the event, Beth-

scheider still sees room for 
improvement. 

“We deinitely had a bet-
ter year than we’ve ever had. 
I always want more, but it’s 
going to take some time. It’s 
not going to happen over 
night, so we’ll just keep plug-
ging away at it.” 

Next year’s Thunder Run 
rally is scheduled for Aug. 
24-27.

Thunder Run rumbles through weekend
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More than 100 bikes lined up for the Thunder Run Parade on Friday in Joseph.
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Labor Day weekend means 
it’s time once again for Juniper 
Jam — Saturday, Sept. 3, to be 
exact. 

The Wallowa County Fair-
grounds plays host to the 8th 
annual jam that serves as a 
fundraiser for the Wallowa 
Valley Music Alliance. The 
festival brings in 600-700 at-
tendees.

This year’s event features 
eight acts from the Paciic 
Northwest playing a variety 
of music from rock to blues 
to Americana and reggae. Not 
bad for a one-day festival. Acts 
from Portland include: Lewi 
Longmire & the Left Coast 
Roasters, Ashleigh Flynn & 
the Porch Climbers, Will West 
& Groovy Wallpaper, local fa-
vorite Kory Quinn. 

Sum People is a reggae/ska 
band hailing from La Grande. 
Misé, newly relocated to En-
terprise, is the lone Wallowa 
County entrant. Out-of-state 
performers include Laney Lou 
& the Bird Dogs of Bozeman, 
Mont., and Tracy Spring of 
Bellingham, Wash. 

In an interesting twist, the 
event features two stages with 
its nine straight hours of mu-
sic. 

“We don’t use them simul-
taneously; it’s one right after 
the other,” said WVMA Direc-
tor Janis Carper. “It’s not like 
some festivals where it’s one 
stage and then a break between 
performers, and we’ve done 
that from the beginning.” 

The two stages are called 
the Main and Tunesmith stag-
es. 

“The quality of the music 
isn’t any better between the 
stages, but the Tunesmith stage 
has shorter sets,” Carper said.

Two new additions to the 

event include a songwriting 
contest and a songwriting 
workshop featuring festival 
performer Tracy Spring. Cost 
of the workshop, which runs 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon, is 
$20. 

“These are something 
we’ve been wanting to try for 
a long time but never seemed 
to get around to it, but with the 
passing of T.R. Ritchie, who 
has played here, we thought it 
was time to start honoring him 
with the contest,” Carper said. 

Expect to see several ven-
dors, including those selling 
beer, food, coffee and art. 

Carper also said some of the 
event’s performers will play 
at Terminal Gravity the Friday 
night before the festival.

Music starts at 1 p.m. and 

runs until about 10 p.m. Tick-
ets are $15 and are available at 
Joseph Hardware, The Dollar 
Stretcher, The Bookloft and 
M. Crow and Co. They’re 
also available online at www.
brownpaper t i cke t s .com/
event/2550289 or for $18 at 
the gate — if they’re not sold 

out. Attendees age 12 and un-
der can enter for free.

Get your groove on at Juniper Jam
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Will West and the Friendly Strangers perform at the 2015 
Juniper Jam.
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As a nod to the Juniper 
Jam’s focus on original mu-
sic, the Wallowa Valley Mu-
sic Alliance added a song-
writing contest in memory of 
T.R. Ritchie, a beloved song-
writer with ties to the Paciic 
Northwest and several mem-
bers of the WVMA. He also 
performed in Wallowa Coun-
ty on numerous occasions.

A festival committee se-
lected 10 submissions as 
inalists for the contest with 
cash prizes and a spotlight 
showcase on the Jam’s main 
stage for the winner. Four of 
the 10 inalists are Northeast 
Oregon residents, with Jo-
seph iddler Caleb Samples 
representing the Wallowa 
Valley.

Wallowa Valley Music 

Alliance Secretary Heidi 
Muller illed in the details: 
“We had a June deadline so 
the submissions could be 
culled down to the 10 inal-
ists,” she said. 

Entrants were allowed to 
submit more than one song 
to the contest, although each 
song required a fee for con-
sideration. Entries from as 
far away as Portland, Cald-
well, Idaho, and Kent, Wash., 
made the top 10 cut, as did 
some from Baker City and 
La Grande. 

The two winners will each 
receive a short performing 
slot on the main stage as well 
as a $200 cash award. Muller 
said the contest likely will 
become an annual event. 

“It’s an effort to get things 
started, but then the word get 
out, and I think we’d like to 
build on it.”

Festival honors T.R. Ritchie 
with songwriting contest

Are you ready to take 
control of your health?
Join the hundreds of Wallowa Countians 

who have taken CHIP & changed their lives!

You will look better, feel better, sleep better, have more energy, less pain, and a greater sense of well-being 
with the proven principles of the CHIP Lifestyle! If you suffer from chronic disease, 

you will enjoy measurable improvement, putting years back into your life and life back into your years!  
You won’t believe how good you can look & feel!

What are you waiting for?  Sign up for CHIP today! Limited space available, so hurry!

Q & A:  Is CHIP right for you?
Find out August 22 or August 29, 5:30 pm – 6:00 pm

Wallowa Memorial Hospital Cafeteria

Kick Off Information Session: September 7, 2016, 5:30 pm
Wallowa Memorial Hospital Cafeteria
Regular session Sept. 13-Nov. 3, 2016

$99 includes materials, recipes & free dinners prepared for you

To register call Kari 
at 541.426.5301 today!

www.jharmancounseling.com
To schedule an appointment call Jef Harman (541) 426-3067

Preferred Provider for Regence Blue Cross, ODS, Cascade Centers 

and many other private insurance and employee assistance programs.

Are you feeling stressed
and overwhelmed?

Do you feel hopeless 
or has the joy gone 
out of your life?

Are you struggling 
to make your 
marriage work?

I can help!
A few sessions 
can make a big diference.

Jeff Harman, MA., LPC
Professional Counseling In A Private Setting


