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NOTICE OF STREET VACATION

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of En-

terprise will hold a public hearing at 7:30 pm on July 11,

2016, in the Council Chambers at Enterprise City Hall, 108

NE 1st Street, Enterprise, Oregon, to consider vacation of

the following described portion of SW Second Street, which

currently is a 90 right of way:

The South 15 feet of that portion of “South Street” lying west

of “East Fifth Street” to the West boundary of Wagner’s Addi-

tion; said strip to be vacated being 15 feet in width and 240

feet in length.

The annexation was initiated by the City of Enterprise under

the provisions of ORS 271.130.

Affected owners as defined in ORS 271.080 may object to

the proposed street vacation in writing by filing a objection

with the Enterprise City Recorder, 108 NE First Street, Enter-

prise, Oregon 97828 at any time prior to commencement of

the above described public hearing.

DATED this 17th day of June, 2016.  

Michele R. Young, 

City Administrator/Recorder
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In keeping with its Native American Art Month,

the Josephy Center invited Wil Phinney, 16-year ed-

itor of the Confederated Tribes Journal, to speak at

the June 21 brown bag event. Phinney’s publication

is the monthly newspaper of the Confederated

Tribes of the Umatilla reservation outside Pendle-

ton.

Phinney, who has a

decades-long career

in journalism, spoke

and answered audi-

ence questions for

more than an hour

about the paper and

his role in its produc-

tion as well as reser-

vation life.  

Phinney is Cau-

casian, but had no

reservations about

taking the job as he

had worked the previ-

ous 11 years for the

East Oregonian newspaper in Pendleton. Part of that

time he served as a reporter who wrote extensively

about the tribes. 

“I had already built some pretty strong relation-

ships with sources and leaders out there,” Phinney

said.

The Journal is Phinney’s first post at the helm of

a monthly periodical. He also said that although the

paper is financed by the government, it has never

asked him to censor material and has only asked to

read the proofs once. 

“That doesn’t mean that I haven’t written stuff

that they (tribal leaders) don’t like,” he said. “I think

I walk the line ... but I want this to be as au-

tonomous as it can be with the goal of reporting

hard news as well as features and sports. We have a

lot of pictures, but it’s not all fluff.”

Phinney runs the Journal with the help of a part-time

reporter and freelance photographer - both Native

Americans. He does the majority of the paper’s

newswriting. 

“We open it up to submissions from a lot of the

departments and programs here, which I edit to AP

style,” he said. 

He added that he no longer writes editorials as he

never felt comfortable as a Caucasian writing edi-

torials for a Native American community. The

paper’s publisher, a Native American, now writes

the editorials.

Although the Journal is not associated with Wal-

lowa Valley, it does cover the Tamkaliks celebration

that takes place just outside Wallowa each summer. 

“I’d like to be able to get over there more, but

with one and a half people, it’s hard to get out

there,” he said.  

He said that during his Wallowa Valley visit he

picked up leads on stories about the Tamkaliks long

house and the Chief Joseph Days arbor. He also in-

terviewed Cece White Wolf, resident artist at the

Josephy Center and fellow Confederated Tribes of

the Umatilla member.

Phinney said he enjoyed his brown bag talk. 

“I hope I answered questions for people who were

curious about the tribes, not just the paper. I  don’t

necessarily feel comfortable being a spokesman for

the tribes, but after working here for 20 years, I feel

like I know what’s going on here.”

Confederated

Umatilla Journal 

editor visits Center

PHINNEY

Watershed festival of fun

Photos by Kathleen Ellyn
Clockwise from the top:

"Weed guy" Mark Porter of Oregon

Department of Agriculture, and resi-

dent of Enterprise helps his daugh-

ter Helen, 2, with some painting at

the 2016 Wallowa Resources Wa-

tershed Festival. 

Carter Hadden, 7, of La Grande

gives his sister Kiera a turn at build-

ing the birdhouse at the Wallowa

Resources booth. The two Hadden

kids are grandchildren of Guy and

Debbie Hadden of Enterprise. Kai

Oliver, a HAWK Intern assists the

kids.

"Here fishy, fishy." Devin Olsen of

Nez Perce Fisheries shows Elijah

Albanez, 6, of Enterprise some

award winning fishing moves. Nez

Perce Fisheries Joseph Office Proj-

ect Leader Jim Harbeck confided

that no little fisher who put in the ef-

fort went away without a fish thanks

to a "special lure" procedure.

Eva Harris,4, daughter of Lisa and

Chris Harris of Enterprise laughs as

she identifies (rubber replica) bear

scat at the Grande Ronde Water-

shed booth.

Caleb Hambelton, 8, son of Taj

Hambelton of Enterprise, and his

friend Ridge Elliott, 3, son of Valerie

Elliott of Enterprise, examine the

buffalo robe.


