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Steve Tool/Chieftain
Divide Camp already is up and
rolling, as evidenced by their new
Utility Terrain Vehicle parked in
front of the main cabin.

Divide
Camp
up and
running

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

2016 already is proving to be a
banner year for Divide Camp.

The local nonprofit provides
opportunities for post-9/11 veter-
ans to heal both spiritual and phys-
ical wounds through nature and the
company of other veterans. True to
its name, the camp is located on the
divide between Big Sheep and Little
Sheep creeks.

The season already is well un-
derway, with Divide Camp having
served eight veterans so far. The
camp hopes to serve at least 48 vet-
erans by season’s end.

Among new events happening at
Divide Camp are fly-tying classes
and multi-day hikes through the Ea-
gle Cap Wilderness, both led by out-
doorsman Jim Keefer. Divide Camp
also picked up some supporters via
the Hermiston and southern Oregon
branches of the motorcycle group
Combat Vets Association, which will
do poker runs and other fundraising
events for the camp. The group from
southern Oregon is visiting in July to
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Wallowa County Chieftain

When Vera Henderson
heard she’d been picked to
be the grand marshal for
Wallowa Fourth of July pa-
rade she figured it should be

HAPPY FOURTH OF JU

LY

Wallowa.com

Henderson grand marshal

Long-time resident will lead Fourth of July parade days after 90th birthday

someone else’s turn.

“(Husband) Jim and I
were grand marshals for the
parade once before,” she
said. That was more than a
dozen years ago.

That’s just like Vera,
said her son Elwayne Hen-

derson.

“She’s always been that
way — it’s better for some-
one else to have the honor.”

But the city council and
staff make the decision and
the city just can’t say thank-
you enough to a family that

embodies what it means to
be small-town Americans.
It’s a family that has pro-
vided jobs in the town for
years and years, said City
Recorder Carol Long.

See PARADE, Page A2
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Entrepreneur wants
to use Wallowa County
wood for custom work

By Robby Day
Wallowa County Chieftain
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T

fter nearly 10 years of
honing his craft, Brady
Norman is opening
his own lutherie shop
in Enterprise, where
he’ll offer repairs and
custom, handmade guitars.
The son of bronze sculptor Tim
Norman and husband of fiber artist
Dawn Norman, Brady Norman’s
B aptitude for craftsmanship and
creativity are part of a way of life.
“I have a drive to make things

help with some major work on the that people can use,” Norman
camp that includes a 1.5-mile trail - said. “I’ve been immersed in art
navigable by track chairs and reno- « G ever since [ was really young.

vations to the main cabin.

Pacific Power and the Ore-
gon Community Foundation also
climbed on board with the donation
of a Utility Terrain Vehicle. The
UTV donation was a particularly
welcome item for the camp, accord-
ing to camp director Julie Wheeler.

“It’s a six-passenger Yamaha
Viking with a dump bed,” Wheeler
said. “We can send six people, in-
cluding disabled veterans, out for
rifle or bow hunting and fishing and
still have room for all their gear.”

See CAMP, Page A3

Robby Day/Chieftain
Brady Norman in
his shop with one of

his finished instruments, an

electric bass guitar.

schools in the world.

1 I’ve done a lot of bronze work,
—— ] and I’ve always liked working
with wood. Guitars are a happy
medium for me between making
art and a utilitarian item.”
Norman’s journey to becoming a
bona fide luthier began in 2007 when
he traveled to Big Rapids, Mich. to
attend the Galloup School of Lutherie,
hailed as one of the best guitar-making

See DOC, Page A3

Forest Service: Finicum memorial illegal

Agency says shrine must come down; j foe oS
men guard site where spokesman died poritrti
By Amanda Peacher Forest land, is illegal. roadsm!el
Oregon Public Broadcasting “While the placement of a monu- Eel:?;%g?t
ment or memorial on public land may | “Lavoy”
Supporters of the Malheur Nation-  help some individuals through difficult Finicum on
al Wildlife Refuge occupiers are in times, these memorials are generally of Highway
conflict with the U.S. Forest Service significance to only those most closely 395 north of
and other agencies over an impromptu  tied to a specific person or event,” said | Burns must
memorial site for Robert “LaVoy” Fini-  Mike Stearly, public affairs officer with d be removed.
cum, the Arizona rancher killed by law  the Malheur National Forest. “Others
enforcement during the occupation. may feel that memorials intrude on
Rocks, flags, balloons, photos and  their experience of the forest.”
flowers are in place at the remote site Two men have been guarding the

along U.S. Route 395 north of Burns, memorial for nearly three weeks, in
where the spokesman for the armed response to several instances when the
occupation died in a confrontation with  memorial was altered or disappeared
Oregon State Police troopers. completely in the middle of the night.

The Forest Service says the memo- s A
rial, which sits on Malheur National See FINICUM, Page A2 E.J. Harris/EOQ Media Group
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