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Pinkerton called the entire in-
terview process “one of the best 
processes I’ve been through. 
I was able to connect with the 
community and hear their feed-
back on issues that were critical 
to them. It was a great honor to 
meet with the teachers and staff 
and honor the work they’ve 
done and share the ideas I have.”

Pinkerton has never served 
as a superintendent, but board 
members knew going in that 

-
didate with experience as both 
an elementary principal and a 
district superintendent was very 
unlikely. 

“Going into this we knew 
that whoever we looked at 
there was going to be a learn-
ing curve,” said Board Member 
Adrian Harguess.

So, what the board looked 
for was a willingness and abili-

ty to learn on the job and back-
ground experience that showed 

Pinkerton impressed them 
on all fronts, the board agreed.

Harguess began the discus-
sion Monday night by recom-
mending Pinkerton on the basis 
of consistency at her current 
job, elementary experience and 
excellent communication skills.

Board member Nils Christ-
offersen agreed with Harguess 
and further commented on the 
strength her references spoke to 
and her ideas, energy and am-
bition.

School Board Chairperson 
Keli Christman agreed, adding 
that Pinkerton had the skill set 
to learn what she didn’t know 
and adding, “I love that she’s fo-
cused on elementary students.”

Board member Kate Fent, 
who was given the job of in-
terviewing all of the references 
the candidates offered, said she 
“genuinely tried to get (Pinker-

ton’s references) to say some-
thing bad,” but that they all 
raved about Pinkerton and said 
if they were looking to hire for 
a superintendent/principal they 
would “snap her up.” 

“All said, she would go 110 
percent to get it right,” Fent 
said.

Board member Mike Wie-
deman spoke of her excellent 
rapport with past mentors and 
her willingness to reach out to 
them for continued support as 
she learned her superintendent 
role. 

“I think she’s the logical and 
good choice for our communi-
ty,” he said.

During a telephone inter-
view Tuesday morning, Pinker-
ton said she was “absolutely 
going to accept” the job offer.

“I’m honored to have been 
selected,” she said. “I look for-
ward to serving the Enterprise 
School District.”

The man who conducted 
the search, George Murdock of 
NorthWest Leadership Associ-
ates conducted the search for 
the district. He has 40 years of 
experience in public education 
and is now county commission-
er for Umatilla County, and he 
has offered to be of whatever 
assistance he could going for-
ward.

Pinkerton said she felt “ex-
tremely blessed” to have that 
support. She said that with 
her excellent mentors, George 
Murdock and the school board 
all assisting her, she expects she 
is “going to learn quickly.”
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More than 500 

businesses 

already on Travel 

Oregon’s list

By Kathleen Ellyn
Wallowa County Chieftain

Business owners from 
across the county got the 
lowdown last month on how 

friendly” business.

designation are given special 
recognition through Travel 
Oregon’s marketing channels, 
including TravelOregon.com 
and RideOregonRide.com. 
All participating businesses 
also receive a welcome pack-
et with bike friendly toolkit, 
stickers, window clings and 
the option to purchase a cus-
tomized bike friendly sign 
that will alert bicycle tourists 

for the program.

kind in the nation and Travel
Oregon undertook the task be-
cause bicycle travelers in Or-
egon spend $400 million an-
nually — approximately $1.1
million per day — and they
wanted Oregon businesses to 
have the opportunity to posi-
tion themselves in the market-
place at the top of the list for 
bike tourism.

To qualify as “bike friend-
ly,” businesses must agree to

-
lated services, from free wa-
ter (from a hose) to protected,
overnight bike storage.

The list of possible services
is long and even farms can
take part in the program and 
attract bike riders to their road-
side stands. Golf courses, bed
and breakfast providers, holis-
tic pet food markets, lavender
farms, cafes, grocery stores
and more already are on the
list. Here in Wallowa County,
Bronze Antler Bed and Break-
fast of Joseph was among the 

“It’s the right time to get 
behind this program,” said
Wallowa County Chamber
of Commerce Director Vicki
Searles. 

Mountain View Motel and
RV Park owner Scott Hathorn 
III already serves bicyclists
and said he planned to formal-
ly join the program. 

“Bike riders love it here,”
he said. “They love to get set
up in the campground and
have a party.”

Several attendees agreed
that Wallowa County seemed
to have the trifecta of attrac-
tions for cyclists: agritourism
opportunities that allowed
them to connect to the land;
bike friendly roads and busi-
nesses to facilitate their vaca-
tions; and natural resources
and historical sites galore.

All the information needed
to begin the process of certi-

Industry.TravelOregon.com/
BFB. 

Local businesses 
urged to become 
bicycle friendly

“I love the kiddos and 
want to see them engaged,” 
she said.“I will seek out and 

every student.” 
It is her intention to be 

both accessible and visible in 
the community. She said she 
“expects to be at every foot-
ball game,” and to fully par-
ticipate in the community. 

“Parent communication 
needs to be two-way. I’ve al-
ways had an open door. I wel-

come people and I listen.”
She was under no illu-

sion that the dual job would 
be easy, especially given the 

payments will soon place on 
the district. 

“This is no Pollyanna 
job,” she said. “I’m aware 
of the big issues and I’m 
aware we need process and 
priorities. I see this as a joint 
effort and I see the superin-
tendent as being the one who 
seeks resources and answers 
request from the board. Your 
district has done a phenome-

nal job with their budget.”
She described her lead-

ership style as “visionary” 
and was anxious to share her 
ideas and special training and 
help the district improve their 
math and science scores. 

“I’m 100 percent commit-
ted. I am about systems and 
systems running smoothly.” 

She said she has deep re-
spect for teachers.

“They’re working in 
the trenches. It can be ex-
hausting. By celebrating the 
teachers every day we build 
morale.”
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Bronze 
Antler 
Bed and 
Breakfast 
already has 
at least five 
bike-friendly 
services in 
place and 
earned the 
right to 
display the 
bike friendly 
sign. They’ve 
opted for 
a slightly 
larger sign 
than the free 
sign.
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A son, 
Aiden Michael Langerman,

was born 
March 27, 2016 

in Enterprise to Shane
and Brooke Langerman 
of Joseph. Grandparents

are Terri and Dan 
Moncrief, Inez Locken,
and Larry Langerman.

BIRTH

 See Philip Ruud at
 Wallowa Valley 

 Eye Care
 (Dr. Baileys Office)

 April 13th
 519 W. North St.

 Enterprise, OR 97828

 Call 800-678-3155

 for appointment


