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This is the tenth year for 
the Wallowa County Urban/
Rural Exchange program, 
launched by local rancher 
Todd Nash as a way to edu-
cate kids from both sides as 
to the culture of the other half 
of the state.

Now, a decade into the 
program, “We have to turn 
away kids who want to 
come,” said Maureen Hosty, 
the 4-H faculty member from 
the Portland side who arrang-
es for kids to come to Wal-
lowa County.

“Kids walk away saying 
this is a life-changing event,” 
Hosty said. “It really opens 
up their eyes about how 
ranchers and farmers bring 
food to the table. They also 
get a deeper understanding of 
the culture and lifestyle from 
schools to medical access.”

It’s an immersion expe-
rience, with kids living as 
one of the family and invit-
ed to take part in everything 
a ranch kid does during the 
three days (they leave the 
morning of the fourth day), 
including going to school on 
Monday.

Wallowa kids visited Port-
land in a reciprocal program 
as well.

Both Emmett and Miguel 
were willing to try almost 
everything offered (Miguel 
drew the line at riding a 
horse), and they were aston-
ished by a lot of what they 
observed.

“What’s different about 
the culture is it seems like it’s 
all one big family,” Emmett 
said. “We’re always waving 
at every truck that goes by 
because we know those peo-
ple.”

“Everybody knows each 
other,” Miguel agreed, add-
ing the surprising fact that 
“the neighbors aren’t (phys-
ically) close.”

The boys got to know 
those neighbors better when 
a group of area ranchers met 
for a branding day hosted by 
Don and Debbie Wentz and 
Carrie and Levi Hermens of 
Wallowa.

That, said Emmett, was 
the most fun.

“Everything excites 
them,” said Amy Ramsden, 
mother of the three Ramsden 
boys. “Emmett was especial-
ly impressed by breakfast — 
that great, big breakfast of 
sausage and pancakes and all 
— every morning he wants 
to know what’s for breakfast 
today.”

They’re full of ques-
tions about everything, said 
15-year-old Gus Ramsden — 
Why do you wear a cowboy 
hat? Why do you rope the 
cows? What do you do for 
fun? — and answering those 
questions and comparing 
lives really helps both sides 
get to know one another.  

“It really shows us what 
it’s like to live in the city — 
it’s completely different,” 
Gus said.

That reciprocal interest 
surprised Emmett. 

“The Ramsdens were a 
lot more accepting of other 
cultures than I expected,” he 
said. “They just helped us 
know how to do the work of 
the ranch.”

By Sunday Emmett was 
getting the lingo and nod-
ding knowledgeably as Zeb 
explained how their horned 
Corrientes Cross cattle 
stood a better chance against 
wolves than the polled (horn-
less) Hereford calves they 
had just fed. 

As much as they enjoyed 
their stay, neither Portland 
boy wants to be a rancher. 

Emmett thinks he may end up 
a marine biologist. Miguel is 
leaning toward electrical en-
gineering, but being a lawyer 
also is a possibility. 

One thing is sure: al-
though Miguel was happy to 
be part of the experience for 

-
nitely not on his career list 
(there’s that whole horse-rid-
ing thing, for starters).

For their parts, Zeb and 
Lute Ramsden were even 
more convinced they didn’t 
want to leave the ranch. They 
plan on being ranchers “100 
percent,” Zeb said.
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Emmett Schneid, 12, tries his hand at flipping the calf Zeb Ramsden, 13, has roped as Miguel 
Hosty, 13 and Lute Ramsden, 11, observe his technique. Schneid and Hosty were part of the 
Urban Rural Exchange for four days. They also got in on a community branding.
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This year is the year the 
Enterprise Education Foun-
dation hopes to break the $1
million mark in donations —
with your help. 

The foundation’s “We
Love Our Kids” dinner and
auction, scheduled for 6 p.m.
Friday, April 8, at the Clover-
leaf Hall in Enterprise, has
helped fund K-6 music and
K-12 art teachers in the dis-
trict for going on 12 years. 

The money raised, combined
with funds from other fund-
raisers and donations, comes to
about $40,000 per year.

Businesses, individuals,
artists and galleries, and even
school children have all do-
nated prizes and auction items
to the event.

Tickets are almost sold
out. Call Enterprise Elemen-

3812 for tickets.

Education 
Foundation 
dinner Friday
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Emmett Schneid, 12, (foreground) and Miguel Hosty, 13, (rear) of Portland learned right away that ranch kids have a lot of responsibilities. Here they pitch 
in and feed the beef calves with Lute, 11, and Zeb Ramsden, 13, of Lostine. Amy Ramsden is pulling the hay off the truck as Gus Ramsden, 15, drives.

News

MEDICARE BIRTHDAY RULE

If you have a 

Medicare Supplement Plan 

you have 30 days 

after your birthday 

to compare & apply for a

new Supplement Plan.

Call Kathleen or Katie TODAY

to discuss your options for a 

lower Medigap premium.

541-426-4208
Locally owned & operated

616 W. North Street, Enterprise

Three-person teams of adults and high school students will 
compete. Proceeds will be shared by charities selected by the 
winning teams and Rotary, which is supporting the Joseph 
City Park playground renovation .
To enter, go to http://tinyurl.com/zl23gb6 or contact Marilyn 

help).
Have fun – cheer your favorite team, challenge decisons or 

Win money for your cause and 
help the Joseph playground!

It’s the Rotary Club’s 
Community Spelling Bee
Tuesday, April 26, 6 p.m.
Odd Fellows Hall, Enterprise

Bank of Eastern Oregon
Bennett Insurance Agency
The Bronze Antler B&B

Chuckwagon Sisters
1917 Lumber Co.
Winding Waters Clinic

Proudly Sponsored By:

Eastern Oregon’s Full Service Propane Supplier

201 E. Hwy 82, Enterprise

541-426-0320

www.edstaub.com

This week’s athlete of the week is 

Blaze Lepper of Enterprise. The Outlaws 

sophomore has made a smooth 

transition to spring sports after serving

as a key post player for the basketball

team this past winter. 

Blaze represented Enterprise 

exceptionally Friday afternoon, when

schools from across parts of Oregon and

Washington gathered in 

Milton-Freewater for the annual Mac-Hi

Carnival of Speed. He finished second in

shot put with a throw of 42-01.75. 

He also finished 23rd in the discus 

competition and helped lead the boys 

to a ninth-place team finish.

Congratulations, Blaze.
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