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Environmental 

groups oppose 

law; challenging 

decision in court

By Mateusz Perkowski
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Two Oregon 
lawmakers plan to introduce 
bills that would ratify the 
decision by state wildlife of-

cials to delist wol es as an 
endangered species.

The proposals, which will 
be considered during the up-
coming legislati e session in 
February, are planned by Sen. 
Bill Hansell, R-Athena, and 
Rep. reg Barreto, R-Co e, 
in reaction to a lawsuit led 
by en ironmental groups.

n o ember 201 , the 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission oted to delist 
the wol es under the state s 
ersion of the Endangered 

Species Act after se eral cri-
teria for their reco ery had 
been met.

Under a management plan 
for wol es rst created in 
200 , the species could be del-
isted after ha ing established 
four breeding pairs for three 
years and no longer facing a 
substantial risk of extinction 
in a signi cant portion of its 
range, among other criteria.

Wol es were delisted by 
the federal go ernment in the 
easternmost portion of the 
state, but remain protected 
in the rest. Oregon wildlife 

of cials ha e the urisdiction 
o er those wol es under the 
state ESA.

Howe er, Oregon Wild, 
Cascadia Wildlands and the 
Center for Biological i er-
sity recently challenged the 
state s delisting decision in 
court, arguing the decision 
unlawfully ignored the best 
a ailable science about wolf 
reco ery.

The bills, which will be 
introduced in the House and 
Senate, will pro ide the Ore-
gon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife — which is o erseen 
by the commission — more 
ammunition in defending it-
self in court, Barreto said.

We re shoring up what 

the commission has already 
decided,” he said during a Jan. 
14 hearing before the House 
Committee on Agriculture 
and Natural Resources.

Oregon has 81 document-
ed wol es, but the actual 
population is likely in the 
range of 100-120 animals 
and a delisting is necessary 
for the ODFW to e entually 
manage the species, said Sen. 
Hansell.

Such management could 
in ol e hunting to keep pop-
ulations in check.

Ranchers in Oregon ha e 
abided by restrictions on 
wolf management for the 
past 10 years, so now that 
the criteria for delisting ha e 

been met, the state go ern-
ment should uphold the wolf 
plan s credibility, said Rocky 
Dallum, political ad ocate 
for the Oregon Cattlemen s 
Association.

“The goal was to strike 
a balance between re-estab-
lishing wol es in Oregon and 
meeting the needs of those 
producers,” he said.

During the decade that the 
plan has been in place, ranch-
ers ha e felt a great deal of 
“heartburn” as state wildlife 
of cials ha e refused to re-
mo e wol es that repeatedly 
prey on li estock, said Todd 
Nash, a rancher and chairman 
of the OCA s wolf committee.

The wolf plan should be 

followed as planned rather 
than allowing the courts to 
take o er the process, he said. 
“I want to bring some sanity 
to this and let the scientists 
and wildlife managers man-
age, instead of some conser-

ation groups and a udge.”
En ironmental groups 

oppose the proposed legisla-
tion, claiming that it will un-
necessarily interfere with the 
authority of the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission.

Oregon has fewer than 90 
wol es, but the state could 
sustain up to 1,400 of them, 
said Sean Ste ens, executi e 
director of Oregon Wild.

Currently, the species oc-
cupies only 12 percent of 
its potential habitat, he said. 
“The status of wol es in Ore-
gon is still tenuous.”

In the past year, wol es 
ha e only been con rmed to 
ha e killed four cows, while 
the state has more than 1.3 
million cattle, he said. The 
cattle industry generated more 
than 1 billion in re enues, 
making it Oregon s top agri-
cultural sector.

“The industry s growth has 
not been stymied by the arri -
al of wol es,” Ste ens said.

The proposed bills would 
set a dangerous precedent of 
the legislature inserting itself 

into delisting decisions on a
species-by-species basis, said
Quinn Read, Northwest rep-
resentati e of the Defenders 
of Wildlife en ironmental 
group.

“We re concerned by ini-
tiati es that would circum ent
the (wolf) plan,” she said.

Scott Beckstead, state di-
rector for the Humane Soci-
ety of the United States, an
animal rights group, said he s
worried about the possibility
of trophy hunting of wol es in
Oregon.

Hunters in Idaho, where
such hunting is allowed, ha e
demonstrated a “cruelty and
depra ity” in killing wol es 
that wouldn t be tolerated by 
the public in Oregon, he said.

“It s certainly something I
don t want to see in Oregon, 
and I worry about us heading 
down that path,” Beckstead
said.

Bills seek to ratify wolf delisting

Courtesy of ODFW

OR-3, a three-year-old male wolf from the Imnaha pack, is shown in this image captured 
from video taken by an ODFW employee on May 10, 2011, in Wallowa County. Two Oregon 
lawmakers plan to introduce bills that would ratify the decision by state wildlife officials to 
delist wolves as an endangered species. 

Pair moves to 

Shamrock area

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife on Tuesday 

announced a new area of known 
wolf acti ity in Wallowa Coun-
ty. 

The wol es formerly known 
as the Chesnimnus Pair of the 
Chesnimnus Wildlife Manage-
ment Unit packed up and mo ed 
west to new digs in the Sham-
rock area of the Sled Springs 

WMU north of Enterprise. 
Just o er a year ago the pair 

migrated to the wolf-free Sled 
Springs area and ne er returned 
to the Chesnimnus.

ODFW District Wildlife 
Biologist Pat Matthews said 
the pair, one of which was ra-
dio-collared, were the only 

known wol es in the Chesnim-
nus area. 

“We know they had a litter 
this year and that there are six 
animals in that pack now, at 
least,” Matthews said. 

Matthews said the ODFW 
will refer to the wol es as the 
Shamrock Pack in the future.

ODFW Assistant Wolf Coor-
dinator Roblyn Brown ew o er 
the Sled Springs area in the last 
month and counted six wol es 
together. It is unclear whether all 
six of the wol es are the result of 
the Chesnimnus pair and their 
litter or if other adult wol es 
oined the pack. 

New digs, name for Chesnimnus wol es

THE GOAL WAS TO STRIKE A BALANCE 

BETWEEN RE-ESTABLISHING WOLVES IN

OREGON AND MEETING THE NEEDS OF

THOSE PRODUCERS.

Rocky Dallum, Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
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