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said.
The next day DeTro confronted the of¿cial who said
he wouldn’t backburn and he
“said I didn’t understand the
difference between backburn
and back¿re,” DeTro said.
A backburn is suppose to
be relatively small, but the
area was not tied together by
¿re lines, he said. “We warned
them about the wind, but they
did it anyway and it got away
from them,” he said.
“Guys are getting way to
happy with their drip torches (for backburning). If these
agencies have that kind of
attitude they might as well
back¿re to the Paci¿c Ocean,”
DeTro said.
One third of the 600,000
acres burned this year in the
Okanogan, Tunk Block and
North Star ¿res was caused by
backburning, he said.
Craig Vejraska, an Omak
rancher and former Okanogan County commissioner,
said agencies burned his private timber, which is his bank
account, without asking permission and just a week ago
burned what grass he had left
to complete a blackened area.
“It could have saved our
bacon and now we have 700
cattle looking for a home,” he
said.
“We should take the incident command away and give
it and the money to the Riverside Fire Department. They
put out a hell of a lot more ¿re
than DNR,” he said.
He yelled at two USFS
of¿cials for being part of the
problem. Earlier they talked
about forest management and
they responded that was their
arena, not ¿re ¿ghting.
Dowd, of the USFS, didn’t
know anything about Scholz
and Vejraska’s claims. DNR
spokeswoman Sandra Kaiser said DNR staff contacted
Scholz but he was unable to
provide any names or details
about his claims. Scholz could
not be reached for comment,
but his wife, Bobbi, said she’s
not aware of DNR contacting him. The ¿re had been
stopped, then DNR backburned in the wind despite
their pleas not too, destroying
their timber and shed full of
hay, she said.
“We can blame USFS all
we want. USFS is dysfunctional, but who makes it so?”
asked state Rep. Joel Kretz,
R-Wauconda, and a rancher. He said Congress has to
change forest management.
“We are in a critical situation right now where virtually every rancher is burned
out. We need every inch of
WDFW land made available
for grazing to maintain an industry,” Vejraska said.

Continued from Page A1
The panel cited multiple
examples of state Department
of Natural Resources and
8SFS-led interagency ¿re
teams refusing to attack ¿res
last summer, watching them
burn and in two cases backburning private timber and
pastures without permission
of the landowner or in direct
de¿ance of their pleas not to
do it.
Contacted later, USFS
and DNR spokespeople said
those agencies are working to
reduce ¿re loads by thinning
and prescribed burns.
Cathy Dowd, a USFS
Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest spokeswoman,
said when the USFS doesn’t
attack a ¿re its because there
is no safe place from which to
do so.
“Folks may not think we
are doing anything, but we are
de¿nitely managing and monitoring from the air and in other ways and looking for ways
to engage and suppress it,”
Dowd said. “All this year’s
¿res were suppression ¿res,
meaning the goal was to put
them out,” she said.
DNR Northeast Region
Manager Loren Torgerson
said it was the toughest ¿re
season the state has experienced, that ¿re¿ghters risk
their lives daily and three died
doing so. “We saved many
people, homes and ranches and earned their heartfelt
thanks,” he said.
He said DNR needs more
resources for preventative
thinning and ¿re ¿ghting and
urged the Cattlemen’s Association to support that request.
Traditional ¿re suppression slowly begins behind
¿res and ¿re lines are built
along Àanks, Jim DeTro,
Okanogan County commissioner and a smoke jumper
from 1967 to 1973, said at the
meeting.
“Eventually, the beast
wanes. They encircle it and
claim victory but only when
nature allows. But the dragon takes its toll. Fire¿ghters
earn overtime and hazardous
duty pay and they accept failure and loss with no regard to
how the loss could be prevented on the next event,” DeTro
said.
In Pine Creek, Gerald
Scholz and other ranchers
built a ¿re line with bulldozers that held, but agencies
wanted to backburn the area,
including private ground, DeTro said. They did so even
after they promised not to in
response to Scholz’s pleas, he







While state agencies are
asking for more money to
¿ght ¿res, Kretz said they
shouldn’t get any until they
perform.
In the 2014 Carlton ¿re,
“huge (public) resources sat
in town,” Brewster, while
Gebbers Farms bulldozers
and 180 Gebbers orchard
sprayers with water saved the
town, Kretz said.
“If you look at a map of
that ¿re, you see a big green
donut hole in the middle. Part
of it was private (Gebbers)
and part of it was public that
had been thinned. But the
big difference was Gebbers
crews got in there and actually
fought ¿re,” Kretz said.
“I went up on the ¿re with
Gebbers folks. We saw occasional state rigs looking at
maps and smoke and when
they did see any smoke they
headed for town. Gebbers
headed toward the ¿re,” he
said.
“What you hear from the
state is that it’s catastrophic.
That they can’t ¿ght them.
They talk safety. You can’t go
in when its crowning out (in
tree tops) at 40 mph winds, but
watching Gebbers they didn’t
go into the teeth of the ¿re but
got ahead of it and didn’t put
in scratchy thin ¿re lines but
two D-8s (Caterpillar dozers)
side by side,” Kretz said.
“I saw a complete and utter
inability (by ¿re of¿cials) to
make a decision. They would
say you can put in a ¿re line
but can you use a D-4, not a
D-8? They’re worried about
environmental impacts, but
it’s a ¿re,” he said.
DNR of¿cials have a
“smug” attitude when questioned later, saying they’ve
heard stories and will have to
run them down to see if they
are true, he said.
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Each of the projects ultimately was sold at the Enterprise
Education Foundation dinner
auction, with all proceeds going to programs that support
arts and music. All proceeds
from the new book will go to
the foundation as well.
The 2011 project was ambitious, to say the least. The
students created and designed
the characters, built the sets,
took every shot of the tedious
stop-motion animation process.
,t took ¿ve months to complete the si[-minute ¿lm.
And those crafty kids?
They’re all sophomores in
high school now. Gilbert still
sees many of them, and some
are still into animation. But
the slow process of the craft
isn’t for everyone.
“At the time, a few said,
‘I’m never doing this again’,”
Gilbert said.

BOOK SIGNINGS
WALLOWOLOGY*
Joseph, 1-3 p.m. Dec. 4
MAD MARY’S
Joseph, 1-3 p.m. Dec 5
LOOKING GLASS BOOKS,
La Grande, 3-5 p.m. Dec 18
BOOKLOFT*
Enterprise, 1-3 p.m. Dec 19
%ooN Vigning to inFOude VKoZing of originaO ¿Om
“Wallowa Lake — The Real Story” also is available at
Book and Game in Walla Walla and Bookworm in Kennewick. If you’re unable to support a local book store, you also
can purchase it at amazon.com
Gilbert said she’s applied
for the Made in Oregon designation for her new book, and
that it has been selling well.
“People seem to like it. It’s
a cute story with a little twist

at the end.”
Gilbert has scheduled several upcoming book signings
at local book stores. A few
will include showings of the
original ¿lm.
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Call NOW for
information about
Energysaver®
Direct Vent Wall Furnaces.

Catch the Bus!
• Intercity Transportation to La Grande
Monday and Thursday Weekly ~ Cost $5.00
each way. Free access for veterans medical
appointments in La Grande.
• Mealsite Bus ~ providing transportation to
Senior Center for lunch ~ Cost $1.00 round trip.
• Tuesday & Thursday Shopping Bus
provides transportation for shopping and
errands throughout Wallowa County ~
Cost $3.00 from Wallowa/Joseph,
$2.00 Enterprise only.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
OF WALLOWA COUNTY
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0-Bulb Edison
Bulb-Style Sets
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red/green.
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indoor/outdoor
use.
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While supplies last.
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Allows you to change colors and effects from your smartphone.
T 194 826 9 While supplies last.
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SALE
3-Outlet Heavy-Duty Outdoor
Adapter E 128 053 B20
While supplies last.
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200-Ct. LED Mini Light
Reels Choose cool white,
warm white or multicolor.
T 150 584, 585, 586 B6
While supplies last.

113

M-F 8AM-6PM • SAT 8AM-5PM • SUN 9AM-3PM

311 West Main St., Enterprise

• Free Wi-Fi in our waiting area
• Free Coffee, Tea and other refreshments
• Free shuttle to nearby home or work
• Competent, Honest, Respectful and Knowledgeable Assistance from all of our staff
• Free service loaners when you buy your vehicle from us
• Free lock-out service from Wallowa to Joseph when you buy your vehicle from us
• If we don't have the vehicle in stock that you are looking for all you need to do is just
ask us as we have over 1,000 dealers who will share their inventory with us.
Normally that is around 46,000 units worth over 800,000,000.00 dollars of used late
mode! cars, trucks & suvs!

LED Lumenplay® App-Enabled 24-Ct. Light Set
LED Lumenplay® App-Enabled Extender
24-Ct. Light Set, 49.99 T 195 086 9 While supplies last.

Old Fashioned Values
Sales & Services
541-426-2100

On behalf of everyone at Main Street Motors, we just want to say thank you
for choosing us for your transportation needs when it comes to
buying or service and repairs! Our customers receive:

T 168 493, 492 B4

E 175 627 B12

BOOK

Rinnai
Rebate
up to $100!

PLUG INTO GREAT DEALS ON HOLIDAY LIGHTING!

While supplies last.

Courtesy of Joan Gilbert

From left to right: Author Joan Gilbert, Sebastian Hobbs, James Madsen, Rachel Frolander,
Reece Christman, Brett Greenshields and Cole Farwell pose in front of The Bookloft in
Enterprise on Friday. The teens are six of the 33 kids who worked on the original film in 2011.

When it comes
to your home
or business,
the Safe Way
Through
Dec.
31
is the Best
Way!

706 Depot St. Enterprise * enterprisevet.com * 541.426.3331

5

We are committed to providing you with the highest level of customer satisfaction possible. If for any reason you have questions or comments, we are delighted to hear from
you. Call us at 541-426-2100, or send us email at service@main-street-motors.com or
for sales email us at sales@main-street-motors.com. You can expect us to respond to
your email within two hours during our Monday-Friday 8:00 to 5:00 work week.
Again, thank you for your patronage. We look forward to serving you.
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201 East Hwy 82
Enterprise, OR 97828
541.426.0320

Save
Toe
o nail trim
50%
Ear Exam
Oral exam
Anal Gland Express
Holiday Gift bag and
goodies

10-Ft., 16/3 Candy
99
Cane Extension
SALE Cord

November 25, 2015
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Sincerely,
All of the Staff and Owners of Main Street Motors

