Wallowa County Chieftain

wallowa.com

News

October 14,2015 A3

State police lack proof that wolf
deaths were human-caused

By Eric Mortenson
EO Media Group

The lead Oregon State
Police investigator said the
agency does not have proba-
ble cause to believe humans
caused the deaths of the Sled
Springs wolf pair in August.

Senior Trooper Kreg Cog-
gins also said it’s unclear how
the wolves died. State police
use a standard of 51 percent
certainty in determining prob-
able cause, he said, and evi-
dence in the case did not reach
that level.

“At this point it’s somewhat
of a mystery,” he said.

It’s not always easy to tell if
an animal has been shot or poi-
soned, Coggins said. Decom-
position complicates investi-
gations, and the wolves were

found dead during hot August
weather, he said.

Coggins declined to specu-
late on what happened.

The environmental group
Oregon Wild has called the
deaths “suspicious” because
wolves have been killed ille-
gally in Oregon previously and
“there is a very vocal minority
that enthusiastically encourag-
esit.”

ODFW confirmed the Sled
Springs Pair killed a calf in
June. Coggins, who works out
of OSP’s Enterprise outpost,
downplayed the possibility
that the wolves were killed by
ranchers or others in retalia-
tion. Cattle have been attacked
by wolves many times in Wal-
lowa County, and no one has
shot wolves in response, he
said.

Oregon law defines prob-
able cause as a “substantial
objective basis” for believing
a crime has been committed
and a person to be arrested is
responsible for it.

Northeast Oregon Wolves
are protected under the state
Endangered Species Act and
killing them is a crime. But
their presence is controver-
sial, especially among cattle
and sheep producers who bear
the cost and stress of livestock
losses and of non-lethal defen-
sive measures.

The investigation began the
week of Aug. 24 after a track-
ing collar worn by the female
of the pair, OR-21, emitted a
mortality signal. State police
and Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife searched the
area, north of the town of Wal-

lowa, and found the female
dead. Coggins said he went
to the area the following day
and found the male wolf dead
as well. Police have said the
wolves’ bodies were within 50
yards of each other.

State police and ODFW
did not announce the deaths
until Sept. 16. OSP spokes-
man Lt. Bill Fugate said at the
time that investigators delayed
disclosing the information be-
cause they did not want to tip
their hand.

The pair had pups that
would have been about five
months old when the adult
wolves died. A ODFW spokes-
woman said the pups have not
been seen, but they should be
weaned at this point and are
most likely “free-ranging” and
able to fend for themselves.

Joseph Church blessed with fe
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Joseph  United Method-
ist Church, located at 301 S
Lake St., in Joseph is breaking
new ground by doing just that
-breaking ground for their new
fellowship center. Construction
on the project started Sept. 28.

Rev. Cherie Johnson, pastor
of the church, says the whole
congregation is behind the cen-
ter, which has been about 15
years in the making. She hopes
to use the center for communi-
ty outreach.

“For starters, we’ll use this
as a complement to our Magic
Garden project. We anticipate
having a full commercial kitch-
en, and we’ll offer classes on
how to process food for long-
term storage, so people can
preserve their Magic Garden
goods or products from their
own garden,” Johnson said.

Another purpose for the
center is the lunches, which
are currently held downstairs
in the church. The area can be
difficult to access for disabled
or elderly people.

“We’ll also use it to hold
classes whether they’re reli-
gious in nature or fellowship in
nature,” Johnson said.

As a ballroom dance in-
structor in a previous life,
Johnson has the intriguing idea

Folk instrument

classes available

A beginning Appalachian
Dulcimer class will be offered
for five weeks on Tuesdays,
October 20 to November 17
from | to 2:30 p.m., at the
Woodshed, 705 S. River St. in
Enterprise. The instructor will
be Heidi Muller, a longtime
player and teacher.

Cost is $95 and pre-regis-
tration is required. There are
dulcimers available to rent for
an additional $40. Some new
instruments are also available
for sale from the instructor.

One of America’s own folk
instruments, the dulcimer has a
sweet and delicate sound. It is
one of the easiest folk instru-
ments to learn, having just three
or four strings. There is no need
to have a musical background.

lowship center
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The congregation of Joseph United Methodist Church stand next to the foundation of their
new Fellowship Center. After posing for photos, the group broke into an impromptu version
of the gospel standard “Holy Ground.”

of holding dance classes in the
center. School tutoring is a pos-
sibility as well.

“There’s so many different
options we can explore just
by having the space,” Johnson
said.

Nearly all of the funds are
already available to pay for the
center’s construction as church
members have made various
pledges through the years.

“We’re really in a good
place with that. Some peo-
ple understandably said they

weren’t paying their pledges
until the first nail was driven.
We may not have nails yet, but
we have rebar!” Johnson said.

The project coming to-
gether after 15 was due to the
perseverance of the church
building committee and single
board governance according to
Johnson.

As a relative newcomer
to the church, Johnson said
the vast majority of preparation
for the project was completed
by the time she took the helm.

FALL SIGNATURE COCKTAILS
AMAZING DINNER SPECIALS
CHECK OUT OUR DELI/TO-GO ITEMS

LIVE, LocAL Music w/ JANIS & CAROLYN
WED 10/14, 7:30-9:30 PM

OPEN 11AM-10PM, WED-SUN
HIGHWAY 82, LOSTINE  541-569-2246
STAY CONNECTED ON FACEBOOK

Signs & Symptoms
* Deterioration of work performance * Problems in concentration
* Missing deadlines and important activities * Frequently borrowing money
* Gambling to escape boredom, pain or loneliness
* Lying to loved ones about gambling * Trying to win back money lost

If you or someone you care about is experiencing a gambling problem,

HELP IS AVAILABLE 1t's Free — It's Confidential — It Works.

Call today: Wallowa Valley Center for Wellness
541-426-4524 * Or 1-877-My-Limit (24 hour Helpline)
207 SW 1st, Enterprise, OR 97828

“I'm very proud of this
church and I couldn’t be more
excited for what they want to
do for the Wallowa County
community,” Johnson said.
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Bicycle tourists from the group Cycle Oregon pass
through downtown Joseph.

Bringing in bike bucks

Bicycle travelers contrib-
ute $400 million annually to
Oregon’s economy and spend
$124 more per trip than the av-

erage Visitor.

But how does a NE Ore-
gon county attract that mon-
ey? Business owners can learn
how at the Bicycle Tourism
Studio program being put on
by The Eastern Oregon Vis-
itors Association and Travel

Oregon.

The free community plan-
ning program will kick off
with a region-wide workshop
for local businesses and or-
ganizations on Oct. 22 at the
Cook Memorial Library in La
Grande. Follow-up commu-
nity action planning meetings
will take place in Union, Baker
and Wallowa counties in No-

vember.

Participants will identify

and prioritize regional goals to
foster development of appro-
priate bicycling infrastructure,
business services and market-
ing activities, and motivate lo-
cal action and next steps.

All participants are asked
to attend both the region-wide
workshop and at least one of
the follow-up action planning
meetings. Pre-registration is
requested online at Industry.
TravelOregon.com/north-
eastBTS. There is no cost to
participate.

The region-wide work-
shop is scheduled for October
22 from 9 am. to 5 p.m. at
Cook Memorial Library, 2006
Fourth St, La Grande. The fol-
low-up action planning meet-
ing in Wallowa County will
be held Nov. 18 from 8 a.m.
to noon at the WC Chamber of
Commerce.

BEEKEEPING
GATHERING

Learn about the beekeeping in
Wallowa County with the experts.

Jan Lohman,

Vazza Farms, Hermiston, OR
Past President, Oregon State Beekeepers Association

Oregon Master Beekeeper

Maureen Kelly
Cove, OR

Potluck

All'are welcome! Beginners and veterans alike.

Thursday, October 29, 6 p.m.
At M. Crow & Co. ® 541.569.2285

The Wallowa County Fair Board

would like to thank the following businenesses
and families who bought fat stock and donated
to the fair pledge account!

Famers Insurance
Antons Home & Health
Lamb Trading
Evelyn & Marvin Lovell
Ram Auto
Shelly Steen
Teal Boutique
The Sheep Shed
Timberline Realty
Bagget Griffith & Blackman
Nancy Beach
BeeCrow Bee
Mike & Joanie Fluit
JZ's Lumber
Scott & Ruby Lathrop
Moonlight Graphics
NW Goat Gazers
Outlaw (Scott Rushton)
Tom & Lori Schaafsma
Carman Ranch
Heritage Plaza Joseph
Kurt & Jennifer Moffitt
Albina Asphalt
Becker General Contractor Inc
Blue Ribbon Linen
Glenn & Maureen Brown
Mike & Karen Coppin
Mike & Bev Hayward
Eric Johnson
Joseph Electric
Richland Feed & Seed
Wallowa Co. Sheriffs Office
Moffitt Brothers Transportation
Bedard Services
Bookloft
Greg & Gail Johnson
Oregon Bridges Engineers
Bronson Log Homes
Superior Livestock Auction
Dale Johnson
Schwabe, Williamson, Wyatt
Wallowa County Commissioners
1917 Lumber Co
Anderson, Perry & Associates
B&B Hay
B&K Auto Salvage
Bales Mobile Mix
Bank of Eastern Oregon
Bar B Ranch
Barretto Manufacturing
Baum & Smith
Bear Creek Logging
Beef Northwest
Birkmaier Ranch
BL Lathrop
Boise Cascade
BT0 Logging
Buckhorn Ranch
(3 Ranch
Chesnimnus Creek Cattle Co
Chief Joseph Days

Chris & Mary Cunningham
Community Bank
Cornerstone Farms J.V.
Cory Miller Fencing
Dagget Properties
Can & Cynthia Warnock
Dan Baremore
Dan Gover
Donnie Rynearson Construction
Double Arrow Vet Clinic
DR Johnson Lumber
Eagle Cap Dispensary
Eagle Freightliner
Ed Staub
Edison, Perry & Company PC
Enterprise Animal Hospital
Enterprise Electric
Enterprise School Employees
Fisher Trucking
Gail Hammock
Garret Lowe
Glen & Patty Englking
Goebel's Service
Grande Ronde Lodge
Graybeal Distributing
Growney Brother
Hancock Forest Management
Heavenly's
Henderson Fuel
Henderson Logging
Hermans/Sheehy
High View Ranch
Intermountain Livestock
John Howard & Associates
Jones Excavating
Joseph Excavating
Joseph FFA Alumni
Joseph Hardware
K&K Farms
Karl & Karen Patton
Kni-co Manufacturing
Kreb's Livestock
KWVR
Les Schwab Tires
Lostine Tavern
M Crow & Company
Main St. Feed Store
Main Street Motors
Marr Flat Cattle
McCadden Farms
MCO Enterprises Inc
Milligan Motors
Mr. Timber Inc
Mt Joseph Cattle
Mt Joseph Family Foods
Neil's Body Shop
New Holland -La Grande
Norman Arts
Northwest Farm Credit Services
Northwest Fence
Norton Welding

Oregon Hay
Pallette Ranch
Pauls Chevron
Pepsi of La Grande
Pioneer West
Probert Ranch
Quail Run Ranch
Red barn Veterinary
Robbins Equipment
Rock N J Ranch Properties
Rocking Il Ranch
Rogers Motors
RY Timber
Schaffeld Dental
Skye Krebs
Skye Krebs Ranch
Spang Construction
Spangus Cattle Co
Sports Corral
SPS
Stangel Industries - Machine & Ranch
Stein Construction
Stein Distillery
Stewart Jones
Tamarack Ranch
Thompson Auto
Tidewater Contractors
TNC Shed Collectors
Triple Creek Cattle Co
Tripple Creek Ranch
Tropical Snow
Twisted J Farm
Umgqua Bank
Valley Bronze
Vemco
Vernam Crane
W.C. Construction
Wallowa County Ace Hardware
Wallowa County Chieftain
Wallowa County Grain Growers
Wallowa Food City
Wallowa Mt Medical
Wallowa Resources Staff
Wallowa Valley Dental
Wallowa Valley Health Dist.
Wallowa Valley Lake Vacation Rental
Wayne & Gordon Wolfe
Wayne Cook Livestock
Wheatland Insurance
Wilfred Dagget Properties
Winding Waters Clinic
Wolf Farms Inc
Yost Ranch
Zacharias Logging
Zion Bank
Farm Supply
Del Stanley
Justin Nedrow
Lyle Dawson




