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There’s also “slack” rodeo
action in the arena, weekday
afternoons starting at 2 p.m.
Spectators can attend the
slack events free of charge.

Among CJD’s most pleas-
ing community activities are
its two parades: the Junior
Parade starting Friday morn-
ing at 10 a.m. (to have your
costumed kids in the parade,
bring them to registration

Chief Joseph Days starts

starting at 9 a.m.), and the
Grand Parade on Saturday,
again starting at 10 a.m. This
year’s grand marshal is Judy
Bothum, profiled in this issue
of the Chieftain.

After the Grand Parade,
the public is invited to the
28th  annual  Friendship
Feast, hosted by members
of the Nez Perce Tribe at the
Chief Joseph Commemora-
tive Encampment next to the
rodeo grounds. The Native

Americans provide delicious
salmon, and attendees are en-
couraged to bring salads and
desserts to share at this pot-
luck event.

Following the meal, the
tables are cleared away from
under the big tent top so that
everyone can enjoy watching
traditional native dancing.

As such a long-estab-
lished, community-wide,
multi-day festival, CJD has of
course grown to include more

activities than can be fully
described in one short news
article. Through Saturday, the
local area is abuzz with ex-
panded shopping, dining and
entertainment  opportunities.
Check the advertised schedule
today on page A7, and see the
articles about CJD in today’s
newspaper and in the special
publication that’s inserted.
And, take note of the motto
for the 70th annual CJD Ro-
deo. It’s “Feel the Thunder!”

BUDGET: Falling revenue threatens infrastructure

Continued from Page Al

The big issue for Hayward
and the budget is the infrastruc-
ture of the county. He used the
example of a much-needed new
roof on the courthouse. “We
can’t just write a check out of
the General Fund to put a new
roof on this building. As we
move forward, these things be-
come more of an issue we have
to address,” Hayward said.

This conundrum leaves the
commissioners with the un-
appealing choices of either in-
creasing revenue, decreasing
expenses, or both. Hayward
said that some departments have
gone out on their own to ob-
tain funding that makes up for
budget shortfalls. Ultimately,
he said, the commissioners will
look to trim the budget in order
to facilitate such projects as fix-
ing the courthouse roof.

The county’s current bud-
get is $18.6 million, a figure
Hayward said is somewhat
misleading in that it includes
unappropriated monies, such as
$500,000 set aside to pay for
county expenses during the fis-
cal year that starts July 1, and the
incoming tax revenue that starts
around Nov. 15. “It’s not enough
total money, but with other rev-
enue coming in, we can make
that work,” Hayward said.

While the commissioners
recently approved a balanced
2015-2016 budget, Hayward
said the next budget will prob-
ably have a slight shortfall in
revenue, which may affect the
county’s contingency fund.
Contingency funds are essen-
tially “rainy day” funds to cover
unexpected expenses. The coun-
ty’s General Fund covers the ex-
penses of the courthouse offices

such as the Assessor’s Office as
well as the Sheriff’s Office. The
General Fund includes a contin-
gency fund of about $85,000,
and Hayward doesn’t want to
see it get much lower. To keep
it at that level, some budgetary
changes must be made.

That is, of course, dependent
on the county’s budget commit-
tee agreeing. The committee is
made up of the three commis-
sioners as well as three “lay citi-
zens.” “If the budget committee
said, “We don’t care about a con-
tingency,” then we’d probably be
OK. We’re not talking in terms
of millions of dollars of gap, but
tens of thousands of dollars,”
Hayward said.

Property taxes are already at
their legal maximum, so raising
them is not an option, and only
$1.6-1.7 million of the entire
budget comes from property
taxes. The rest of the funds come
from various sources such as the
state and federal governments
in the form of Payment in Lieu
of Taxes, fees for services (such
as building permits or inspec-

tions) and other sources. Hay-
ward added that some county
departments run in the black.
The Road Department, because
it has an asphalt plant, occasion-
ally makes money, as does the
museum.

Hayward said that no partic-
ular department is a drag on the
budget. “We have seen increas-
ing wages and benefits taking
up a bigger percentage of the
budget. Everyone’s benefits cost
more today than they did five
years ago,” Hayward explained.

The county’s employee
numbers have increased over
the years as well (currently rang-
ing up to around 100 employees
at mid-summer, but mainly in-
cluding only 55 full-time, year-
round positions), but Hayward
said the positions were needed.
“We now have a full-time vet-
erans services officer, for ex-
ample,” Hayward said. He also
cited examples of a full-time
Community Corrections officer
and a work crew supervisor, as
well as child support enforce-
ment and a victims advocate,
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although the state provides the
majority of funds for some of
the positions.

For the time being, the com-
missioners and budget commit-
tee will tread softly when they
knuckle down to configure the
2016-17 budget. “All of us be-
tween the commissioners and
budget committee are relatively
conservative people and we’ll
approach this pretty cautiously.
We always have to be cognizant
of, and raise the question of:
Are we leaving the things we’re
charged with overseeing in a
better condition than we found
them for the ones who come af-
ter us?” Hayward said.

As it stands, no particular
department funds are definite-
ly on the chopping block. “Not
only does the public have a right
to weigh in on that, but I would
surmise that they have a bit of
an obligation to weigh in on it,”
Hayward said.

LIBRARY: Donor
leaves money in will
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“We first got notification
back in November or Decem-
ber, but we weren’t really say-
ing anything because it’s like,
“This is from an estate, it’s in
probate. We don’t know what
can happen,’” Kingsford said.

It was late April or early
May before the library got
confirmation of the gift and
the amount. The library re-
ceived the check in early June.

It took some time for
Kingsford and the board to
find the link between the do-
nor and the library. Kingsford,
who has filled the librarian po-
sition the last 22 years, didn’t
remember Al Albee, and nei-
ther did the previous librarian.
Kingsford tried “googling”
Albee and only found he had
worked for a jet propulsion
company in Los Angeles.

As a last resort, Kingsford
contacted Roy McBride, the
estate executor, who solved
the mystery for the library.

According to a letter sent
from McBride to Kingsford,
Albee and his wife, Rita,
worked in Seattle, and when
Rita Albee retired from her
federal government job, the
couple moved to Joseph
during the 1970s and early
’80s. Al Albee, who was a cer-
tified air frame and airplane
mechanic, worked for a com-
pany that serviced helicopters
for the U.S. Forest Service in
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Joseph.

Al Albee eventually end-
ed up working for a packing/
outfitting company packing in
elk hunters in the area above
Troy before he and his wife
moved to Milton-Freewater.

McBride said Albee and
his wife, who were childless,
appreciated all the people in
their lives, and Al Albee re-
membered the Joseph Library
and how the staff there went
out of its way to make sure
that his wife had access to
professional books and jour-
nals so she could keep abreast
of current events.

Kingsford said the librari-
an at the time the Albees were
in the valley was Mary Fioril-
lo, who remembers the Albees
well.

As for the library today,
Kingsford knows exactly
what will happen with the re-
cent windfall. It will be add-
ed to the library’s expansion
fund, which will considerably
add to the library’s available
space. “This is really excit-
ing for us. This contribution
brings our total fund to over
$24,000,” Kingsford said.

According to Kingsford,
the library board can now be-
gin the grant process.

Spin the
Wheel!

And win your
Discount on Boots!
10-20% off
Old Gringo
Liberty Black
Corral
Hurry for Best Selection

Open Daily
10 am - 5 pm

6)24'\(56’
CZ eal

'} outhue

Uptown Clothing & Accessories
in Downtown Joseph
12'S. Main St. * 541-432-9653

=

(9]

@k

SAT. AUGUST 1

P 9am 4-H Dog Show

MON. AUGUST 3

P 4-H Exhibits to Cloverleaf

SUN-TUES AUGUST 2-4

P 8am Sun-Tues 4-H Horse Show

WALLOWA COUNTY FAIR
Rabbits, Ribbons & Roses
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Eye Care Free Weights « Women''s Center TUES. AUGUST 4 B> 9am Planter Contest Entries
519 W. North Street, Enterprise Tann i]‘l g P Open Class Perishable to Cloverleaf THURS A.UG 6
541.426.3413 . 202 W. Main Street * Enterprise WED--SAT- ﬂUG‘UST 5—8 P 1pm Gran.ge Pie, Ice Cream
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shots, restaurant and hotel licensing, community
For a full schedule call 541-426-4097 or go to extension.oregonstate.edu/wallowa

Specializing in Anti-Aging Skin Therapy
Customized Facials

Waxing Services, Brow Sculpting
Body Polish-Back Facials
High-Perfomance Products

541-398-0759 | Located @ beecrowbee 01 Main Joseph

tobacco prevention and education, chronic disease
prevention. We provide equal opportunity programs.
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YOUR CHOICE Pleated Furnace Air Filters
1 16 x 20 x 1-In. F 580 052 F12
16X 25 x 1-In. F 580 066 F12
20 x 20 x 1-In. F 580 074 F12
20 x 25 x 1-In. F 580 086 F12
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While supplies last.

5-Pk. Pool Ultra
Shock Kills bacteria

and algae. T 173 960 F6
While supplies last.
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