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Joseph Charter School adds
classrooms, practice facility

Steve Tool/Chieftain

Joseph Charter School’s new practice facility appears well on its way to its scheduled June 1 completion target.

By Steve Tool
Wallowa County Chieftain

Joseph  Charter  School
recently undertook sever-
al important additions to its
campus, including new class-
rooms and a practice facility.

School superintendent
Rhonda Shirley said the
school received a $2 million
grant specially allocated for
charter schools to fund the
project.

The school applied for and
received charter school status
in 2011.

Shirley said the school
needed the new additions as
the district leased out the old
Joseph Elementary School
to the U.S. Forest Service in
2010. The lease accelerated
the school’s plan to consoli-
date all grades at the present

site. Consequently, grades
K-3 relocated to the main
campus.

“We were super tight for
room. We converted a hall-
way that was a weight room
into our resource room. When
we needed a kindergarten
room, we put a divider into

-PIT STOP BBQ -

Cooked slow, served fast

Reopening on Friday, March 20th
Open Daily at 11:00 - Closed Tuesday
Look for weekly specials and new salad options.

Drive-thru or Dine Outside!
Vegetarian & gluten-free options available

Meat & Sandwich Selections Homemade Sides

Baby Back Ribs Beans
Brisket Coleslaw
Chicken Garden Salads

Pulled Pork or Beef Mac & Cheese

Call ahead for orders to take to your destination!

541-886-2277

402 E Hwy 82 * Wallowa, Oregon
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Gray’s mother, Chelsie Gray,
coaches the team.

one large room. We were real-
ly cramped for space,” Shirley
said.

The district decided to
start looking for funding pos-
sibilities. JCS found a charter
school funding grant specifi-
cally designated for facilities
through the state of Oregon.

The practice facility is a
part of the same grant pack-
age. Shirley said the school
needs the facility for reasons
of space and regulations.
“It’s always been a challenge
to do all of our PE classes,
and now it’s mandated for
elementary students to have
more PE.” Shirley added that
the current lack of a practice
facility necessitates middle
school teams holding prac-
tices before school. The new
facility also meets the need
for a covered area in which to
hold recess during inclement
weather.

Shirley said the practice
facility is regulation size,
7,400 square feet, and fea-
tures a synthetic floor as the
district cannot afford instal-
lation and maintenance of a
hardwood floor such as the
present gym has. “The facility
is large enough to meet vol-
leyball standards, and we plan
to use it for volleyball practice

as well,” Shirley said. The
practice facility has a project-
ed completion date of June 1.

Along with the practice fa-
cility, the school added three
new classrooms. Shirley said
the original 1968 blueprints
for the school called for the
eventual addition of three
classrooms anyway, so the
school already had plans and
space to work with.

The three new rooms in-
clude a resource room that
teacher Kristin Albee utilizes,
a room that teachers Laurie
Altringer and Olan Fulfer use
for their fifth- through eighth-
grade classes, while the other
room will see use as a confer-
ence room with possible use
by reading groups as well.
The classrooms, a priority,
were completed in December
2014.

“These additions were
much needed because we’ve
been cramped in for so long
with K through 12 in one
building. The practice facili-
ty is going to make things so
much easier for our different
sports,” Shirley said.

The school hired local
businesses Miller Plumbing,
Mountain View Glass and Jo-
seph Excavating to work on
the project.

Enter to Win!

3 Day Guided Buck Hunt on
the Zumwalt Prairie, Fall 2015.

Wednesday, March 18

Wallowa County For-
estland Classification
Committee meeting, 10
a.m., OSU Extension of-
fice, Enterprise. More info:
541-886-2881.

Thursday, March 19

Circle 100 Club One &
Only Annual Meeting, 4:30
to 6 p.m., Wallowa Memo-
rial Hospital conference
room. Club dues: $100,
which gets donated to the
Wallowa Valley Health
Care Foundation for a use
chosen by the club. RSVP
at 541-426-1913.

March 20-22

“Anne of Green Ga-
bles,” performances by
MidValley Theatre Com-
pany in old Lostine gym-
nasium, Lostine. Friday and
Saturday shows start at 7
p.m.; Sunday matinee at 2
p.m. Admission $7 general,
$6 student. More info: Kate
Loftus, 541-569-2302.

Friday, March 20
Spring Equinox Seed &
Book Exchange, 1to 4 p.m.,
Hurricane Creek Grange.
Bring seeds and garden-
ing publications you don’t
need and exchange them for

something useful to you.

Saturday, March 21

National Quilting Day,
observed in Enterprise.
Quilts displayed in Enter-
prise businesses; window
displays at Wild Carrot
Herbals and the Litch
Building. More info: Son-
dra Lozier, 541-426-3229.

Old-Time Community
Dance, 7 to 10:30 p.m.,
Odd Fellows Hall in En-
terprise. Admission  $5/
person, $10/family, free
for children under 12.
Live string band and call-
er. Beginners welcome,
all dances taught, no part-
ner necessary. Info: Laura
Skovlin, 541-398-0800.

Tuesday, March 24

Motorless Mondays
brainstorming session, 7
p.m. at Odd Fellows Hall in
Enterprise. On the idea of

Community
Calendar:
Dance; session on
Motorless Mondays

Old-Time

disallowing motors’ use on
Wallowa Lake on Mondays.

March 27-28

First ~ Aid/CPR/AED
classes  conducted by
Project Heartbeat in En-
terprise. Two  offerings
of 7-hour class to train
lay responders to assist in
medical emergencies until
ambulance arrives. Two-
year certification  from
American Red Cross upon
completion. Cost: $45. For
more info and to register:
541-432-0259.

Friday, March 27

Special presentation on
Rocky Mountain Elk, 6 p.m.
at Wallowology, 508 N.
Main, Joseph. Free admis-
sion. Experts from ODFW
and The Nature Conservan-
cy will give a multimedia
presentation on the history
of Rocky Mountain Elk in
Wallowa County and their
current management on
the 33,000-acre Zumwalt
Prairie Preserve. All ages
welcome.  Sponsored by
Wallowa Land Trust and
Wallowology. More info:
wallowalandtrust.org.

Thursday, April 2

Fashion Show, a fund-
raiser for the Joseph Pub-
lic Library’s expansion, 7
p.m. at OK Theatre in En-
terprise. Doors open at 6
p.m. for social hour. Tick-
ets $10, available only in
advance at Old Town Café,
Joseph Public Library,
Soroptimist Thrift Store,
M Crow in Lostine. More
info: 541-432-0141.

Sunday, April 5
Troy’s Old-timers Eas-
ter Potluck, 4 p.m. at the
Troy School.

The Community Calen-
dar lists fundraisers, free
local events and those with
a nominal fee organized by
nonprofit  organizations.
Submit  information  to
calendar@wallowa.com.
Deadline is 5 p.m. Fri-
day. To promote for-profit
events, contact sales rep-
resentative Brooke Pace at
bpace@wallowa.com.

JADA
GRAY

This week’s athlete of
the week features Enterprise
fifth grader Jada Gray. Gray,

Gray loves horses and likes
to ride bikes and play sports
in her spare time. Other sports
Gray participates in include
soccer, although basketball
remains her favorite.

She also likes running and
hopes to participate in a
future Olympics as a sprinter.
Gray practices with her team
every day. Her big sisters are
an inspiration and she enjoys
practicing with them on
occasion and watching their
games. Gray is also a
scholar/athlete who likes to

L.O.P.TAG DONATED BY THE
NATURE CONSERVANCY

Drawing to be held April 24th, 2015
Limited to 500 tickets
1 for $20.00 - 3 for $50

Tickets available at Les Schwab and Thompson Auto Supply
Or Contact:
Chad Stangel, 541-263-1770 or Sam Magera, 541-263-1436
Checks can be mailed to
Enterprise Elks Lodge, PO Box K

Enterprise, OR 97828

11, scored a whopping 12
points for the Outlaws in a
March 10 game against Joseph.

read and has A’s in all her

Proudly Sponsored By:

201 E. Hwy 82, Enterprise
541-426-0320
www.edstaub.com

Ed Staub & Sons

Energy. Community. Service,

Jan Hileman,
2014 Winner of the
" Nature Conservancy

Drawing to be held at Elks meeting.
Don't need to present to win.
Must have current Oregon hunting
license and tag fees apply.

One ticket will be drawn and
winning ticket may be transferred to
another hunting party limited to
three people plus the guide.
Proceeds to benefit the Enterprise
Elks Lodge B.PO.E. #1829

STILL RUNNING OUT
TO FETCH THE

PAPER?Z
6 months $26.00

lyear+ $40.00
lyear, online $40.00
Subscribe The

Wallowa
County
Chieftain

Today!

541-426-4567 » wallowa.com

*$40.00 is the in county price, $57.00 for out of county subscribers.

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR

REAL ESTATE IN WALLOWA COUNTY?
Take advantage of this opportunity for a
FREE, NO OBLIGATION Competitive Market
Analysis (CMA) of your home or bare land.
Fill out the coupon below and mail it back,
or just give me a call.

IT'S THAT SIMPLE

My 29 years of real estate experience
guarantees you a professional opinion
with documented comparables.

Name:

Property Address:

Contact Info: Tel

Email:

Real Estate (]

Linda Warnock, Broker
Joseph, OR ¢ 541-398-1192

ASSOCIATES

CHIEFTAIN

Connect with customers
and increase revenue!

No matter what your business is,
the Wallowa County Chieftain
has the audience you need!

We have many options
to market your business
in an affordable

and effective manner.

Call Brooke Pace today!
541-426-4561
bpace@wallowa.com
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