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America Tough — But Are Sailors Gettmg Soft?
Old Chief Scoffs At New 'Boot Trammg, But It’s Making Better Bluejackets

NEW STYLE "BOOT TRA

rpa!larn in this ﬂm flghttng lesson as new sailors learn how

SHEETS IN THE WIND—w 1L,
to puzzle these brand new saflors

San Diego Naval Trainlng Station, Chief Petty Officer at right,
who's been around, explainsg what It's all about.

Nl%y Douglas Larsen
(NEA Biaff Corresponilent)

San Dlego, Cal—Is the Navy
gelling 'soft In its “boot” train-
Ing?

A salty old retired chief who
has just made an unofficlal in-
spection of the Navy's huge re-
crult training’ command here
says:

“] don't see how they make
gallors out of those klds the way:
they're handling 'em. They don’t
swear &t 'em. They baby ’'em,
They teach 'em about ballots, as
if that's got anything to do with
salling a ship. They even call 'em
*son’ Instead of 'Mac’, It ain't like
the old days."

The chlef Is dead right about
one thing. It's not lilke the old
days, But In spite of his doubts,
all the egldenr:e Is that they're
turning ofit the finest bunch of
apprentice 'seamen, headed for
the fleet or advanced schools, the
Navy has ever had. I have heard
thig claim from fleet commanders
and commanders of advance
training sthools at Navy installa-
tions all over the U S.
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Not since the depths of the de-
pression in the '30s, when there
was a boom in applications for
the Navy, has the callber of re-
cruits been ‘so high, top Nnv;
men claim, Of the 18,000 "boots’
now on board, the average hoy

has had more than three and one-

mattress covers, anywa} —seem
after they've drawn their gear at

half years' of high school. And
about 20 per cent have 'had some
college training.

With the rush demands for new
sallors by the fleet rejaxed slight.
ly, the basic course has just been
inereased from nine to 11 weeks.
In that time, according to Comdr,
F. R, Mallhews head of the pro-
gram, a “boy can be tayght to go
aboard ship and handle himself
satisfactorily, perform basi¢ du-
ties with a minimum of confusion
and not disgrace himself in pub-
lic as a sailor.”

The old chief's reaction to the
present boot tralning—and they
are trylng hard but not too suc
cessfully, to change the word
“boot” "to “recruit” — probably
stems from the academic or col
lege atmosphere of the program.
It's true that there's a minimum
of cussing at the klds, Academic
training is designed to interest
the boys instead of being shoved
down thelr throats. The old ob
stacle course has been ellmin-
atec.
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This is probably because the
program is being run mostly by
professional teachers and educa-
tors who have been called from
civillan life to help with the
speeded-up program. But the job
is being done efficiently and well.

On the theory that you can't
ask a boy to go out angd fight
without knowing whal he's fight:
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NI”NG" may seem enaier tha:n the old days, hu{ there's plenty of hard

to put out g flaming plane.

ing for, fhe biggest innoyation in
boot cump is 10 hours of Instruc.
tion .in such things ‘as “Democ.
racy and Totalitarianism.” “"Gow-
ernment by Ballot,! and “Privil-
eges of American Democracy.”
The boys appear to like it.

Despite what the old chief pm
bably calls “friils" or softness in
the training, they aren't forget.
ting that the main job is turning
out sailors for tough and import-
ant duty in Uncle Sam's Navy.

' ‘There's plenty of rugged basic
mill!ary drill and physical train-
g5 A recrult spends 4 minimom
1 hours on basic seamanship,
inaming the traditional knots,
handling of deck gear, chipping
paint and shipboard drills,

A unique phass of the tralning
is accomplished on board the U,
S. S, Recruit, a dry:land mock-up
gf n deslroyer escort and the only
fully-commisgsioned ship jn the
Navy which hever has been and
never will be afloat, Every plece
of ‘equipment on the ship which
the boot must leéearn to use s
stenciled and named, and it pro.
vides the closest possible condi-

4'tions of being aboard ship,

Another important phase of the
recrult training, certainly not
soft, is the fire fighting course.
Fire aboard ship Is the dread of
nll seamen,

Classes go Into huge concrete
block houses, oil g Ignited inside
to simulate o blaze In a hold, and
the youngsters with hoses try to
extingulsh the blaze. The best
way to fight all types of ship.
hoard and alreraft fire Is taught
in this highly practical and effec-
tive manner.

Execept for a shortage of in-
door classfooms  whigh delays

tralning somewhat, the Nayy's re-
erylt training program has suc
cessfully handled the tremendous.
ly increased demands of the cur
rent mobillzation.

There nre as many enlistees
(many of them fleeing the draft)
us the facilities can take care of,
There has been no serious short-
age of clothing, bedding oy medi.
cal services which has plagued

the Ajr Force and Army.
Annd morale among the boys be,

ing trained, as well ag among the |

training persannel, appears to be

high. If the program is too soft

you can't tell it from the look of

the lean, tanned, fit youngsters &8s
they pamdv smartly before the

.liovlewlng smru.i on graduation
ay

INo Break Seen
In Ship Strike

New York, June 21 (Ph—Ship
owrers offered the Natlonal Marj-
time union (CIO) a 44:hour wee
at sea today but the seamen held
out for
hours pay, carrying thelr strike
into the sixth day,

Spokesmen for the NMU and 40
Atlantic gulf ship owners resum-
el negotlations at 10:30 a.m, EDT,

Clyde Mills, assistant director
of the federal mediation and cop:
ciliation service, said he believed
that if the NMU and ship owners
got together, the siriking Marine
Engineers Benevolent assoclation
(CIO) and American Radio asso-
ciption (CIO) would also come to
ggreements,

'Ifhe‘ ARA, only union striking
on the west coast, broke off nego-

40 hours work with 48|04

tlatlons vesterday with the Pa.
cifie Maritime assoclation and the
vadiomen's vice-president, Philip
O'Rourke sald “we're back where
we started.”
Loading Halled

ARA pickets ut Seattle halted
loading of army cargo destined
for Alaska last night, despite the
radio operators' pledge to service
essential ships, but port agent

k | Carl Lundquist sald the misunder:

gtanding would be straightened

7]

The ARA has cut its wage In:
crease demand down from $70 a
month to $63 but said it would go
no lower.

The NMU, pattern setter foi
maritime unions, was still de
manding the 40-hour week last
night when medlators recessed a
Iong negotiating session at 10:30
o'clock, Ship owners sald the
would grant 40 hours for wor!
ashore but could not go below 44
hotirs for men afloat,

"The 44-hour week Is as far as
the companies will go," Frank J,
Taylor, head of the shippers' com-
mittee, sald.
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Paving Project
Facing Delay

Prineville, June 21 — Because
of goll conditions for about 4%
miles of ' the relocated 19-mile
stretch of U, S,'28 ovar 'the Ochaco
mountains between here and
Mitehell, créews of the Roger
Bros. Construction company, now

engaged In layinﬁa bithulic sus
facing under a U, S, bureau of

public roads contract, will with-
hold paving of this portion for
the time being; the local chamber
of commerce has been Informed,
Engineers have decided that an
additlonal rock base should be
pliced on the 4% mile section.

Rogers Bros, clews  have al-
ready lald the first oi] coating
on Some 14 miles of the new
highway grade, whigh passes at
tn elevation 500 feet lower than
the old Ochoco mountain section
of U, 8 highway 28,

POSTING DELAYED

Washinglan, June 21 (B—The
avernmesi( today postponed from:
une 25 to Aug. 1 the 'deadlige '
for puhllc posting of ?ew beef
;emng prices In all retalll mpn-

ety

The- new date colncldes Wlﬂi-
the date for & second rolibackt in
llve caltle prices an the first
rollback of retall beef prices.

The office of price stabliization
sald that the delay wasg orderdd
since retail markeis wlll have fo
lecnmpum thelr celling prices on
Aug, 1, anyway.
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principle — whether

dream stage.

octane gasoline.

i It also takes this design to get the
. more-miles-per-gallon which folks like

f in an automobile.

l So what gives us a chuckle is this:

Buick owners, all

Toos Ia HENRY J. TAYLOR, ABC Natwork, avary Mondoy evaning.

BEND GARAGE COMPANY, Inc.

: gives this year's SPECIAL
the highest power in SPECIAL history

WE get a chuckle, sometimes, over
all the fuss that's being made
about “new engines.”

"Il note that the key feature of their
design in every case is the valve-in-head

already in production or still in the

Fact is, it takes this design to get the
most from “high compression”’—and
how high you can go depends upon the
available fuel. Using this design, war-
! time aircraft engines operated on 100

No other type of engine has ever been
used in 2 Buick —which means that

these engines are

along, have been

709 . Wall Street

there's @ swesl fr
engine’s operation—tracing to the fact that the
whole d
and the further fu:t that every Fireball Englne
gals a M
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getting a lot of things that others have
just “discovered.”

But that’s not all. They get something
more — vastly more — because today’s
Fireball Engine has one standout fea-
ture found in no other automobile.

That name “Fireball” isn't just a trick

Remember-onjy BUICK has a
FIREBALL ENCINE

word. It/describes what lmppt;ns in this
engine, Inrushing fuel rolls'into a swirl-
ing ball of gasoline vapor compacted

plug. And when the

fat spark sets it off, a cyclone of power

.

Os course, a Fireball Engine,.beiug
a valvesin-head, keeps pace with
high-test fuel, when it comes to “high

But what's more important in the
present state of the world is this: 4
Fireball Engine is designed to handle

the not-so-high-test fuel we may be get«

missing,

ting in the not-too-distant future.

So, if you want to sample all that's fine
in motorcar engines, your Buick dealer
is the man to see. Comein soon, and find
out what the rest of the world has been

Equipment, asecasirive, frim and models are rubject do changs ifihoul notion,

"Smart Buys Buick”

WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES ARE BUILT BUICK WILL BUILD THEM

Your Ksy 1o Graater Yolvs
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