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s THE RIGHT TO COMPETE

Commissioner George H. Flagg's decision allowing the
Pacific Power & Light Co. to reduce rates to compete with
the public utility district of northtvestern Wasco county is
heralded as unprecedented in Ovegon. It is also utterly logical,
The principles of competitive selling are well established in
this country and, indeed, the PUD which invaded the territory
built up and served by the company is making its bid for
business on the strength of lower rates. To deny the company
the right to meet competition would be equivalent to ordering
it out of the field.

Price fixing for utilities has been for years a recognized
and accepted function of the state but this price fixing, that
is to say the setting of rates, is based on the theory of limita-
tion of the profit to a just percentage computed on the cost of
operation. In this there is involved the thought that users
ghould be.protected from unfair charges which could conceiv-
ably be made by a comparg' holding the exclusive position
which, up to the time of PUD legislation, the company was al-
lowed to occupy. As an aspect of protection there has been the
related power to require the lowering of rates, if warranted,
and hence; odd as it may seem, the utility must request ap-
proval if it desires to put into effect a downward change in
its schedule. There have becn a number of such requests, vol-
untarily made, In our récollection, none has been denied.

These cases do provide a certain precedent, but with a
noticeable difference. In them, the operator, through new
efficiencies, volume incrense, completion of the amortization
of plant investment or other expense reductions, could make
the permitted percentage under a lower rate structure, The
reduction was authorized upon this showing, In the case on
which the commissioner has just ruled, however, this factor
is not at issue, The rate reduction i§ a means of survival in
which the company is reducing also its permitted profit mar-
gin, perhaps even eliminating it.

Under the law the PUD could have replaced the company
without the ruthlessness of cutthroat competition. The right
ia given it to condemn and purchase the facilities of the pri-
vate operator but this opportunity it chose to ignore, Instead
the idea was to put the company out of business (here the
guiding hand of Bonneville, which has long busied itself in
attempted eradication of private enterprise, may be seen) and
then to pick up the pieces at a price which PUD, not a court
of condemnation, would set,
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| By Peler Edson

INEA Waahington Corpespondent)
| Washington (NEA)—As unems-
| ployment hangs around the 3,000,
1000 figure, doggedly refusing to
|drap, demands lor an increase in
| government publie works spend-
| ing get Jouder and more insistent,
| Nobody in his right mind be-
[leves any more that leaf-raking
lor publle works spending will
jeure @ depression, “The construe.
|Hon indusiry accounts for only
about four per cent of present
| U.S, employment, But it is one of
|the least stable segments of the
| economy. When it starts slipping,
rother industries are apt to follow.
(It slipped badly in 1928, for in-
|$11;;:£ce. Look what happened In

From this has grown some be-
Hef that If the construction indus-
try can be stabllized, It will help
avert slumps in other lines,

Another lesson learned from
the last depression is that it takes
time to get a construction pro-
gram going. Public works admin-
istration  had  $3,000,000,000 to
spend on useful projects in the
1930°s; But it took PWA 18 months
to plan and start men on the job.

Fearing that n serlous depres-
slon might follow the last war,
congress made $65,000,000 avail-
able to the public works adminis-
tration to ald state and local gov-
ernments. Loans from this fund
were made repayable when actual
construction was started.

Authority to make thede loans
explred In July, 1947, Of the $2,.
500,000,000 worth of projects plan-
ned, over $1,500,000,000 worth
have been bullt, The others are
still on the shelf.

_The theory that publie construc-

tion should be curtalled in boom
times and expanded In times of
depression makes good economic
sense, Daing It that way helps
s:uhl]lzx} employment at high levy-
els.

Several bills have been Intro-
duced n this session of congress
to start planning again. Democra-
tic senators Pepper of Florida and
Green of Rhode Island have one
to provide $50,000,000 a year non-

local governments for planning.

Senator James E. Murray of
Montana and six other democrats
have in preparation a bill which

The cold blooded brutality of this needless ruin-to-rule tac-
tic seems strangely out of place in such a “do-good” organiza-
tion as'a public utility district is supposed to be, Yet there it
is. But it was something that the commissioner could not|
counteniance. |

In his ruling, one paragraph especially worthy of quotation |
is emphatic on this point. It has been given in the news; but |
we present it again, Commissioner Flagg says: |

Duplication of service and facilities by utilities hing long
been eonsidered unsound and unccanomical and to result in
disadvantage o the congumenr In The Dalles there are now
two utilities where formerly but one existed, ‘There is not
enough business to support hoth. But is it within the provinee
of a regulatory body to decide which will survive?

The conelugion, obviously, is that it is not. With this there
can be no valid argument.

Development of a new strain of chickens is discussed edi-
torially by the Oregon Journal, which observes that “inbreed-
ing made it so that about 95 out of 100 are now born wing-
less', Regarding its own suggestion thatl the new fowls have
somehow acquired one of the distinetive characteristics of |
the mammalia, the Journal, disapponitingly makes no further
digclogures,

Out on the Farm |

By lia 8, Grani

ACUIDENT FATAL
Nowberg, July 13 Wn.d, George
Forster, Portland, was ¢rushod to |
doath today in an earth cavedn
July 12 — Last night wa built a | while he was working on an exca
bonfire in the back vard, and he- | vition, Tor a $90,000 sewage dis
fore we Knew 1t o volunteer fipe | Posal plant,
depariment was on hand to put Forster was an employve of the
out the eonflagration 8. Lord Mechanieal company,
A nelghbor noross  the oad | Portlind contractors on the job
from Upper Mosquite was the Forster was working on ihe
first to arvive on the scene, e water ldne when the cive in oceur-
' ) i, beenuse over the holis | red, Dy C, A, Bump, Newborg
he had had o fice, himsell | physiciang sald death was instane
A real one, It was apparently  tancons. Fellow waorkmen pecos
started by someone who fossed  ered the budy from about two feet

1

firecrackers from the highway, of carth,

he sald, because he Tound pors

vioms  of unexploded  firowarks i
The fire hurned over an aere of HUMAN SHULL FOUND

ground and  was  lingerousiy

PPorviland, July 13 e
near his lovely new home and his

skull found Tuesdny

A human
neay iermi

|avallable to federal works agency

would make $7,000,000 a year

to finance planing of a 10-year,
Sln.(I:}O.GUD,[K}D shelf of =ublic
WOrks.

BREATHING CAVERNS
¢ Central Oregon's lava tunnels
gre exhaling agaln, These cav-
erns, earth-scientists have discov-
ﬂ;&d. inhale in frosty weather—

d last winter they took a deep
breath. In the early spring, when
Earth ‘and air temperatures were
about the same, the caves “held
thelr breath,”

The “breathing caverns” of the
Pegschutes country have long been
of Interest, and the changing cir-

ulation of air in the rock tunnels
a5 noticed by ploneer stockmen.
In the Bend area, tests were made
Is pest year which bear out
es of geologists who have
a:t;:dled similar caves In New Mex.

|aldson and the federal works ad-
ministrator Jess Larson. in addi
tion, $30,000,000 would be made

available to publie bulldings c¢om-
missloner W. E. Revnolds for re-
palr and modernization of exlst.

ng federal bulldings,

L] L] L]

Other 'measures now before
'congress would of course Increase
| federal construction funds If pass-
|l't1. The public housing and slum
clearance bill, Columbia valley au.
thority plan, a proposed r
000 military econstruction pro-
gram, flood control, rivers ad
harbors, reclamation and public
roads apprapriations will step up
expenditures materially. But it is
doubtful if the efforts of any of :
this will be felt before 1950, When the temperature this past

Estmiates on construction ac-|Winter dropped to the lowest
tivity for 1949 put the total vol-|mark in years, the Deschutes
ume at over $18,000,000,000, Over | ¥2ves inhaled deeply. Smoke from
£5,000,000,000 of this is public con- test fires, started at cavern
Lstruction—federal, state and local, | mouths in the cold weather, fliter-
It 1s divided roughly as followsi d Into the cold chambers, Far
Highways, $1,725,000,000; conser |bacKk in one of the caves, flames
vation, $800,000,000; schools, $800,. |of candles were sucked into lava
000,000; sewers and waterworks, | cracks. Smoke that found its way
$575,000,000; hospitals, $425,000,|Into caves more than 1,000 yards
000; military, $100,000,000; miscel. |Quickly dissipated, apparently
1&neous, $825,000,000. rawn into cracks In the lava

Private construction is divided | Walls,
rou maboss.nm.oun.oun residential, | Now, as summer sends the
$3,000,000,000 for utllities, $1,000, | temperature up around the 90 de-
000,000 industrial, $1,000,000,000 |gree mark, these same caves are
commercial, $2,000,000,000 miscel- |exhaling. Wind cave, a rugged
laneous, cavern some 12 miles south of

At present labor rates and ma-|Bend, is one of the breathing

terials prices, with about 2,000,000 |eaverns. So strong does wind
workers employed In the $18,000;: | from this cave blow on warm
000,000-a-year costruction indus.|days that light objects tossed into
try, it takes about $8000 expendl- | the opening are carried aloft. The
tures to provide one man-year of [roar of the wind from this cave
work. on a hot day, when the tempera.
ture is around 100 degrees, can be
heard a conslderable distance.
. Why.do these caverns breathe?
On warm days, the cold air near
the mouth of the cave expands,
rushes out and Is replaced by a
continuous flow of cold alr from
the chilled inner chambers. In the
winter, the cold outer aip settics
into tiie caverns, flows into side
tunnels and seeps into fissures
and cracics,

Cave students say that this
seasonal change in circulation is
& factor in the bullding up of de.
posits of ice In certain caves.
Other factors are the presence of
seepage and the direction in
which the caves open.

Others Say

WHERE LIBERALISM STOPS

(Astorian-Budget)

Oregon's “liberal" element will
be startled by the news that the
Oregon state grange convention
has called for limitation of the
franchise on tax matters to tax:
payers. This would repeal the
new state law extending the fran
chise In school financlal elections
to all registered voters,

The state grange has lately
been In the forefront of all the
relorins and changes advocated

Behind the Scenery|()ra Allen Dies

At Prineville

Ora Allen, a former resident
of Redmond, died yesterday In
Prineville following a long Jliness,
He was 67 years of age,

Funeral services will be held at
2 p.m. tomorrow at the Hedmon
Christian church with Rev. D, L.
Penhollow officlating, Burlal will
be Friday at 2 p.m. in the Lincoln
Memorial park in Portland. Zach-
er mortuary is in charge of the
arrangements,

My, Allen had been a resident
of Oregon for the past 49 years.
He lived In Redmond for two
years, He was born June 24,
1882, In Chillicathe, Mo.

My, Allen s survived by his wi-

_ELECTRO

Your Watch Tested
on the PAULSON TIME-O-GRAF gives you

instant rating, fast or
the ticks of the watch!

CASCADE

EXPERT WATCH REPAIR
REGISTERED WATCHMAKER

839 Wall Street

—_—

The newest and most effectjve
insecticide against cockroache
and cartain.kinds of ants is chjoy
dane; it Is a more powerful kille
of these pests than DDT,

MAY WATEE NEW LAWNS

Despite the threat of water
shortage and stringent enforce.
ment of walering regulations,
City manager W, O, Cuthbertson
£ald today special rulings permit

householders putting in  new 16 Bl L
lawns to water daily. Shop IHORNBECK'S First
However, this grant holds only =

"DIAL
your
favorite

if the sprinkling is done by the |
hose-in-hand method on the da 'ul
not automatically granted the
resident. Use of mechanical
sprinklers on “extra" dagg will
bar the gardender, Cuthbertson
sald.

dow, Bertha, of Redmond; a son,
Lloyd, of Portland; three sisters,
Mrs, Lilleth Hlll, Twin Falls, Ida,, |
Mrs, Grace Cobb, Salinas, Calif,, |
and Mrs. Aloha Carver, Coquille. |

Also surviving Mr. Allen are
| two brothers. three sisters, and
[ five grandchildren.

NIC SCIENCE
TIMES YOUR
WATCH

Sce. Jhia WITH THE NEW
Tew (Wonden
O dction .
QIUA RTI CIIYSTAL
askheil (< MIXMASTER
$39.50

n SELECT YOUR MORNING
TOAST AS YOU WANT IT
AND LET IT RAISE 1P
GENTLY (NOT POP UP OR
BANG) WITH A—

TOASTER

It's automatic In every way.
$22.50
BAKE WAFFLES FOUR AT

A TIME, JUST RIGHT
WITH AN AUTOMATIC

slow—SEE and HEAR |

JEWELERS

Phone 879

by thie liberal wing of the Demos

cratie party. It has claimed broth-
erlicod with organized labor, has
urged public power, the CVA and
things of that nature.

The grange's liberalism evl-

One bill which congress has
passed and the president has slgn.
ed provides for federal govern.
ment planning and sile acquist |
ton, It was spongored by Senator |
Dennis Chinvez of Now Mexico, Tt
authorizes  §40,000,000 |,-_wondl-‘
tures for plunning new goveirns
ment buildings determinea neces.
sary by Postmaster Jesse M. Don-

dently stops short of letting the
much-loved common man vote on
tax matters if the guy doesn't pay
taxes himself.

When selfiinterest ¢lashes with
ltheral ideallsm, the ideallsm too
often spffers.

Use classitied ads in The Bulle-
tin for quick results.

see us for

PROMPT QUALITY SERVICE

Everyone likes lo receive
pictures— include a few
favorites in your next let-
ter. You can order as

PEGG’Y SAG’E“ FSresents

A GOLDEN VALUE in her NEW

WAFFLE

BAKER
$24.50
DIAL THE HEAT YOU

WANT WHEN YOU IRON
YOUR CLOTHES WITH A

IRONMASTER
$12.95

MAKE YOUR

HUSBAND

SHAVE HIS WHISKERS
FAST and SMOOTH
WITH A—

unbea

' Shavemaster
$23.50

REVERE

STAINLESS STEEL

PERCOLATORS

4 Copper Bottom |
b-cup size $7.60
8-cup size $8.60

WISS
PINKING

SHEARS
$7.95 and $10.95

SEE THE NEW
Domestic
Sewing Machine

barley  pmteh, belove It wis pn) Ne 4 the Willamotte piver many prints as you want
Brought under contral.  He Tine b hoen turmed over to D, Was from each negative.
ally  Borrowed o pumper from pen Hlanter, the cotoners oflive
:PI””.”IH aned caoled thines oIl freported 1oday.
il one of his Juniper tees wWos
i casually,

Well, our flre was # flanned | IME ADYWIY

Coanel i didnt get out of con When the Hre was out, the il

Lenve §t to o Ingeer fo ! moon vode high' i the sky, o

have plenty of tretighting equip.  Breepink |,|.\‘. A reflection {ro
ment on the scene Fipst the | Our own e five, lllu- n
Chlet strung out all the parden | HEDE Wis Kind to the lands

Hose and hooked [t wp 1o the out
door spigot, then rounded up i
eouple of axes, @ hoe and o shovel
and &t flve 1o the dey prads in
o doyon or soplnees. -l he Thi'e wok
spectacular for o few minutes.
and the Heht secmod as bright o
that of the mid-day sun

The Head Fireman did a peond

Joh., He burned most of the
trensh, hut Sparved 4 young fy 1lee
thut had beon traneplanted. ¢ nd o

day Wy ond o clump of Shasta HEE

calsies that are about peady 1o
hloom. He burned off the golilen
glow, and IUs no loss, T would siy
11 bade't had enough wilor, and
wa withered and unhealthy look

1114 Roosevell Ave,

Crankshaft Grinding,

Weldlng—¥leo

Bennett's Machine Shop

DBend, Ore,

GENERAL MACHINE WORK
AUTO — TRUCK — TRACTOR REPIAIRS

MOTOR RERUILDING

HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR

anid the back yard looked pa \:
ke, with two Kinds of poplars

and A misgive juniper standing
ot in bold reliet

When [ ded Gy T LT
Pront voaed ek 1w bor coreal Tot
thes night, she vavght the smell
of smoke and snifted appiehen
sively, breathing hatd and snort
Ing nervously. Chessie and Fiadl
elimbed e tree and howled
ik fu 1 'Tom cits, o and
i whined plaintively,

¢ Sprinkled  the Barmedovey
4 thorouehly before We woent
b the and the sproys of
witer were cool and relreshing in

Houke

the warm night alr.

Phone 1132

GEARS & SPROCKETS

also Grind Shaft in Car

rie and Avelylone

GOLD RUSH' Package

» 100 this golden linle nugge!. Stake your claim
new discoveries in color coordination,

160, £100

wvalus fcr . :;r:ln

Like finding hidden treas-

wre - there's beouty and

value combined in this

clover little "Treasure

/ Chest” containing Pegay
Sage's Gold-like Lipstick
Convertible, value $1.00,
and your choice of five
matching shades in Nail
Polish, value &0¢.

Come In and See [#!

TOWING

24-Hour Service

Phone 700

Night call 1767-M or 216-W

W. B. ANDERSON Zz44_ (0.

1173 Wall Street Phone 700

Now ot displny.
It does everything,

Hornbeck's

GIFTS—YARNS
HOUSEWARES

122 Oregon Ave, Phaone 12

G, e 30
WRINGER ROLLS

to fit an Wahev!

We Repair All Makes

of Washers
Buy Where You Get Service

MAYTAG APPLIANCE
STORE
ELMER RUDSON
FPhone 274

1033 Brooks St,




