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XV
Early in February Cousin Vie:

toria wrote us that she would
board for the remainder of the
winter @b the Amepipan House.
Halmoral was getting top much
for her, She would arrive, she
announced, on the afternogn of
the fifteenth, (Cousin Victoria
never consulted anyone's conven-
ience, She merely annoynced hep
own.)

“[ suppose we should be thank-
ful for the extra mapey,” my
mother sald, “But it does seem
. .+ What she meant was, "This
is the last straw."

“She won't stay a week, Il she
comes,”" my father assured her.
"You know Victoria, As likely as
not, she wan't turn up at all
Someone ought to convinee her
that the Queen was steadfast," hé
udded with & wink at the three
of us.

Cousin Victorla had always imi-
tated the Queen. From girlhood
she had studled plctures of the
royal costumes, and, being an ex-
pert seamstress, copled them, Her
home bore the name of the
ueen’s, Her dog, now burled
under the lllae bush, had been
cilled Dash, Heading once that
the Queen had gobbled her food,
Cousin Vietoria had formed. the
habit, too, and as a result was
canstantly “in distress.! Naturally
she kept a Journal, which now
in her seventy-thind year had

herself, replving to Co Vie-
foras” catied folictations upon
the Jubllee of 1897,

Like the Queen, Ca ;
Wwas a widow, and gtill (ostensi-
bly) grieying. Her hushahd's pic:
ture Hung aoove the fireplace in
the parior of Balmoral, dellcately
mustached and whiskered. His
name, discordantly, had been
lflram, a4 grcumstance which
Coysin Victoria had found hard
to bear. She was childless. When
she lamented this state, you had
the feeling that her griel was less
for the children she lacked than
for the opportunity she had
missed of presenting them with
royal names.

- - .

Instead of arriving on the aft-
ernoon of the fifteenth, as she
had announced, Cousin Viclorla
came, bag and baggage (inglud-
ing volumes of 76-82 af her Jour-
nal) on the mprning of the twelth
in a hired carrlage, much upset
that no one had met her at the
train,

She was a handsome woman.
She possessed—you had to admit
li—a truly regal uir. Stepping out
of that carriage, her hair as black
as her bonnel, her eyes bright
and her body nimble, she had a
good deal about her that the
Queen herself might have envied.

My father, who had told us
only an hour earlier that he was
going to spend a quiet morning at

reached its elghty.second volume. | home, left almost immedjately lor

This was her second most valued |

possession. Her first was a let.

his office, My mother had re-
sponsibilities in the kitchen, But

tor, dated Nov. 16, 1898, from a | we girls had no escape. We fol-

Lady-in-Waiting to

the Queen|lowed Cousin Victoria upstairs

and dutifully helped her unpack.

Cous “11 n Victoria's room was
pext to the lor and facing the
yill It wp:: the best mgn in
the rican House, “If I put hey
there in the first place," my moth-
er sald, "tneére won't be any ex-
cuse for her wanting to change.”
But Cousin Victoria took nothing
on faith. Before we could un-
pack a bag she had to be shown
every bedroom, Including our
own. Then, satisfled, at least tem-
g:;urily. she allowed us to help
I settle.
| In selecting Cousin Victoria's
bedroom, my mother had thought
of its convenlence to the parlor,
|where she had planned for her to
Bit during the day with her cro-
cheting,

Cousin Victoria used her spare
time and surplus energy. in mak-
Ing lace for edging. This never
wore put. A rof drawers
|m£_ght fall into shreds, but the
| lace remained as good as ever. In
order that none should be wasted,
my mother used it lavishly
around hems, necklines, and even
armholes. We girls had hardly a
spot an us that had pot at ong
time or another been scratched
by it. (Cousin Victoria had a very
embarrassing way of lifting our
skirts to see how it was wear-
ing.) Roll after roll lay un-
touched in her work baskel. Yet
she kept right on. . . .

But Cousin Virtoria soon made
it clear that she didn't care for
the parlor. She preferrved the so-
ciuhl?iat}' of the office. She Ignored
Myp. Cutter—as she did all the
help—but she relished the drume
mers. One of them couldn't be In
the office five minutes before she
knew his product, his route, his
schedules, and the size of his fam-
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