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Hitler's Blitzkreig on Poles
In September. 1939, Started
War: First Battles Recounted

Ny United Pres) +

Shortly before dawn on Friday, Sept, 1, 1039, the armics

of Adolf Hitler, fived with their fuehrer's ambition to rule
the world, smashed into helpless Poland.

Two days [ater, at 11 a.m.—the same fateful hour another |

wir had ended—the tired voice of Neville Chamberlain an-

nounced to the world Great Britain would abide by her pledge [ poker and draw his gun, Chamber- 4 guar

|

l'lhreu continents and countless “iE’_;“ was to ht'rl}_'?u‘;f:ll‘{h- Sk
iali o § T uring ane o LUrdM's
(iglands and waters had wihitts the opposing. armios hud:
started. died and looked at each other
| To most Americans the from behind their Maginot and
news came with frighitening Slegfried fortifications, In Fland
{suddenness. But Europeans|ers. the British rehearsed maneu.
lhad been listening for many YeIB culeulated to ll.lll.(!_ them erdsh.
| months 1o the rising beat of the|lng through _”"" German  lines
| German war tom-toms, They had |When weather permitted.

seen the nasd machine operate in| Allied commentators, incredu.
Spain and watched It gobble up | l0us, lil-lll'ht'l.i the hll(‘l'll.!tlt'_ll “pho-
Austriy, Crzechoslovakla and Me- |ney wat' of “sitzkrieg.” The Ger-
| mel In ominous sueceession. They | man high command used the lull
had awaited the impending blow- 'to plug the last chinks in the
| up with much of the subdued awe | Wehrmacht's armaor, and to map
af prople awaiting an cellpse of final plans for conguest.
{ the sun. Meanwhile, Russla, fearing war

Only the British and French | with Germany, invited Finnlsh
governments hiad refused to be- diplomats to Moscow to discuss a
gression pact, In return for
ntee of Soviet assistanee In

|heve Hitler would quit playing non-ag

to the Polish wovernment. A Tew hours later France, some- jain had banked on appeasement, the event of war, Russia asked the

what reluctantly, followed suit. :
The war that was to engulf 46 nation

The Victory Torch!

Let's hold it high—
To light the way to Tokyo

Our battle-weary men are preparing now
to finish the fight. We can't let up in our
purchase of War Bonds — rather, let's
redouble our efforts to hasten the final
Victory! More bonds will keep the Victory
Torch aflame!
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A HOME OWNED INSTITUTION

IMunich; the French counted on

s and gweep across | their “impregnable”  Maginot

‘Line  and  the “world's finest
wrmy."

tragleally unprepared when the

morning, Onee again, as in 1914,
| they had failed to pauge the
‘might of the German army.

| For the Nazis' new Blitzkrieg

thut astonished the world, Ger-

Poland from five directions, iso-
lating the bewlldered defending
nrmies,

Planes, Tanks Co-Ordinate

Overhead, Hermann Goerlng's
bomber flegts paced the advance
with clockwork timing—pulveriz
ling Polish troops, guns and sup-
ply lines, and bombing the defend-
|ers' air foree out of existence
before it left the ground. In key
areas, the invaders were gulded
by fifth columnists planted many
months In advanee,

The Poles were geographlically
unable to rdeelve ald from their
Allies, and before the [lirst week
wiis put, Nazl mechanized columns
had clamped a ring of steel aboul
Warsaw, Hard-driving tank-pline
feams were overrunning Upper
Silesla, Danzlg, Cracow and Lw-:
ow, The Polish government fled
to England. J
| Even the Germuns were sur
prised at thelr quick suceess. The
Russlans rolled across the Polish
border from the ¢ast just In time
|to protect Soviet Interests in Po-
(land, On Sept. 27, Warsaw-— al
|mosl obliternted by bombs—fell,
lending Polish resistance and ¢com.
| pleting one of the most remark.
lable military campalgns In his-
tory.

Hitler now shifted his weight of

|
| Generalissimo Maurlee Gamelin

wus honsting that the Nozis were
|"fnuls" to have given him so much

l’nun."

OKEY, HIROHITO

HERE WE COME!

Our servicemen and women went into the fight

with all they had .

and they deserve a lot of

credit, Our boys taught the Italians their self-
styled Caesar was stuffed with straw. Then the

Boot of Europe turned on its Heel.

As history

writes the last chapter of Fascism and Nazism we
now turn to some unfinished business with Hiro-

hite. This will call for the same COOPERATION

that knocked Hitler into surrender.

BUY MORE WAR BONDS!

The Miller Lumber Company

821 Wall Street

Phone 166

arms to the west, where the Allied |

use of certain bases in Finnish
border territory.  Finland fatly
lrefused  to cooperate.  Premler
|Stulin, rewlizing little time was

Ad o result, the Allles were ! left, sent Red army divisions up

he Karellan isthmus, Nov, 28,

hlow finally fell that September | 1930,

Finns Cense Slruggle
The Finns proved to be no push-
lover. Entrenched in their Man-
Inerheim  defenses,  they demon-

Hghtning war-—technique had|gyated their toughness in a serles
destroyed all concepts of war as|of pitched battles fought at sub.
the Allies knew it. With a speed yors  temperatures, For more

than two months of bitter fight

man armored columns sliced Into|jng they held the upper hand, ex-

aeting 0 heavy toll of the Hed
armies,

Early in February the Russians
changed thelr tacties, shifting the
entire  foree ‘of thelr attack
against relatively small key see-
tors, softened first by a murder
ous welght of explosives. Wave
upon wave of determined Russlan
troops hurled themselves against
the Finns' conerete emplacemants
which gradually began to crum:
ble. Toward the end the attack
was continuous day and nlght,
|On March 13, the Finns gave up
the hopeless struggle. The Rus
glans got their protective hases:
the ports of Vilpuri and Hangoe
and the entlre Karelian isthmus.

To the west, first rumblings of
reawukening war were heard ear.
Iy in April. The British, seeking
to halt German ore shipments
from Sweden, started laylng
mines in Norweglan waters, The
nazls, fearing allled landings in
|the avea, acted quickly. Proclaim:
ing n deslre to “protect” Denmark
and Norway [rom allled deslgns,
German troops descended on the
two neutral countries by land and
by sea on the marning of April
9, 180,

The Invading forces met with
lttle resistance in Denmark and
overran the country in a matter
of hours, In Norway, success Wis
nearly as rapid. Esplonage, sabo-
tage and treachery had erippled
the little Norweglnn army. Land-

{time to “complete our moblliza-|ing partles occupled Oslo, Trond.

heim, Bergen, Stavenger and the

But for long months to come|syb-Arctic ore port of Narvik al-

most simultaneously.
B.EF. Smashed In Norway

Back In England there was mis-
gulded jubilance that Hitler had
dared at last to “bring the war
out Into the open.” Expeditionary
forces were dispatched to tho
ports of Andalsnes and Namsos-—
north and south of Trontdheim on
the eentral Norway coast——and 1o
Narvik to the north, In Commons
| Chamberlain chortled that the ni-
Izl had “missed ‘the bus this

time."

It was the allies' Tirst dismal
| blunder. The British forees were
| halfdrained and tragleally inade-
[quate. With little ale support and
virtually no antlalreraft protec
[ thon, they never did suecesd in
petting their heavy artillery or
| mechanized  equipment  ashore.
| Clouds of land-based nazl aiveraft
and columns of armored troops
smashed every effort o expund
| the little Britigh beachheads. The
only sueeesses were limited ones
lseored by Canadian and British
lroops In the Narvik aren.  The
battered relief forcos finally mide
thelr eseape by sea from seattered
Norweginn fishing villages,

In England, the Norway do-
baele senled the downfall of the
Chamberlain regime, On May 10,
Winston Churchill beeame prime
| minister,  His first task was o
lstern one; that morming German
| panzer divisions rolled into Hol
Hand and Belgium,

Victory in Grasp

| rContinued From Page Fivel
lurriedly shipped to England
1,000,000 ald Speing (eld vifles and
many French 75° of World Wi

ge, These, Churchill later
tovealed in an addreess to the UL S
congress, were virtually all the
arms Britain had with which to
defend herself,

Nazis Strike South
I The worlid may never Know
what quirk in the German mind
halted thelr gray-green armies sl
the channel and  turned  them
gsouth upon France,

The French, now under Mar
shnl Maxime Woeygand, threw up
a temporary line along the Som
me, but German mechanized
thrusts, pushed under cover of
| blasting swarms of dive bombers,
soon found and plerced its weak
points. By Junc 10 fast rolling
nnzl eolimns had  érossed the
Seine and were closing on Paris.

On that dayv, when the war
seemod as gosd as won' for the
ixls, Benito Mussolinl announcsd
Italy's entry into the conflict

The wiumphant  nazis  rolled
into Paris on June 14, Three days
later the aged Macshal Henrl Pe
tain, onee toasted as the hero of
Vierdun, asked for honorable
terms of survender.

Petain got his terms. They were

| harsh, not honorable! On June 22,

In the same armistice cat ut Com: |
plenge In which the first world|
war had ended, the nazls announe:

ed they were taking half of

France and demobilizing all|
French military, naval” and alr |
forees, The Itnlians obtained dis- |
armament of France's North|
African colonies. |

Soviet Russia |

Continued From Page Six)

ceeded in breaching the defenses |
of battered, shattered Sevastopol
That victory coming after 245
days of almost continuous siege, |
seemed a signal for renewed Ger: |
man efforts everywheres

Both arms of the pincers moye
ment reached out rapidly and
with [frightening success. The
northern arm contacted Voronezh
on the upper Don July 7, by-|
passed the city and swung south:
eastward through the vich farm-|
ing country across the river., The |
noase was flung about Stalingrad |
on Aug. 20, .

The southern prong overran
Rostoy within a week and spilled |
southward over the Caucasian|
sleppes, Maikop fell Aug. 7, and|
the nazis vanguards streamed |
into the foothills of the moun:|
tains beyond. |

For Russia it scemed the most |
critical period in more than 14
months of war. But as the sum:|
mer wore on, it assumed a!
strange resemblance to the sum-'
mer before, The red armies hung
on just as stubbornly as they had
farther west, and once again Hit-
ler scemed unable to put his rln-1
ger on final success. |

Fight for Streets |

A5 October came to smoke-hung |
Stalingrad, a grim citizens' army |
was battling with its back to the
Volga. It had fought the enemy
first in the outlying country, then|
In the suburbs and finally In the
rubble-choked streets of the clty |
itself. Successful nttacks were|
measured in terms of twisted ma-
sonry won. Now retreat was out
of the question. Bridges were|
blasted and all ships withdrawn.

The Russians still were resist. |
ing when the winds whistled|
down the steppes in mid-Novem-
ber. Then, just as Hitler was
loudly promising the fall of Stal-|
ingrad, the red army struck hack
again. From north of the city,’

coOoROPIOD

VDAY! — IN EUROPE —
But it's WAR DAY in the Pacific!

Yes, Hirohito, this is the day when we can turn our full attention to the yellow
scourge of the South Seas — turn our every effort to the extermination of your

"Sons of Heaven!"

dur fighting men are coming — millions of them. And we're backing them to

the final blow!

BUY BONDS
and

HOLD THEM!
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