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ROAD PROGRAM

If your experience has been like ours you have read a
good deal about the new federal-aid road act, about the large
sums of money to be expended and about the provisions for
distributing them among the states but you have not been able
to get down to various fundamentuls of a more particdlar
nature, Now, thanks to Senator Cordon, we have a copy of the
law and are able to satisfy some of our curiosity on these
other features,

. The appropriation authorized for road purposes in the
first three post-war years is $1,500,000,000 at the rate of
$500,000,000 a year, That we have known. It has been re-
ported, too, that the annual total is to be divided among three

pes of projeets; for projects on the federal-aid system,
$225,000,000; for secondary and feeder roud projects, $150,-
000,000, for projects on the federnl nid system in urban
areas, $125,000,000. We have lacked definitions for the see-
ond and third areas and these the law supplies. Here they
are:

-

“The term 'urban area’ means an area including and sl
Jacent to a municipiality or other urban place, of {ive thou.
sand or more, the population of such included municipality
or other urban place to be determined by the latest availahle
Federal eensus, The boundaries of urban areas, as delined
hereln, will be fixed by the State highway department of
each Sthte subject to the approval of the Public Roads Ad-
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“The term ‘rural areas’ means all areas of the Siate not
included in ‘urban areas,’

*“The term ‘secondary and feeder roads’ means roads in
rural areas, Including farmdomarket  vouds, ruralmodl [
routes, and school-bus routes, and not on the Federdl-aiad
systony”

|

There is & good deal else in the law that we would like fo |
congider here at some Inter time, For the moment we confine
our comment to these definitions of rural and urban areas and |
note that the $150,000,000 to be spent in the former is to go |
“on a system of . . . roads sclected by the state highway de-|
partments in cooperation with the , . . county commis-
sioners . o . " o

We gather from statements emanating from highway of-
ficials that the commifsion contemplates matehing the federal
with its own funds and it would seem probable that it will
secept county funds in cooperation just as was the case in
the early days of the highway program. Here, then, would
geem to be both an opportunity and n need for the develapment
of a county program in which its post-war road funds could
be used to the best advantage. j

SIGNS OF PROGRESS !

The Salem Statesman expreaves the opinion that l

The county court Is 1o be commended for vefusal to approve

of leenses to operators of auto wreeking places wha fail (o
ool a4 sultable fence ps soreen, The one on the Poaoklice
highway north townrd Woodburn is an eyesore. Where the |
owner locks personal pride In keeping his premises sightly
the state s fustified in protecting the thousanids who use the
highways from stch offense to thelr sense of beauty as
arises from an unsightly wreeking layout,

In joining the Statesman in its commendation ol this of-
ficial netion, even though the court is of another county than
Deschutes, we call attention to the growing recognition on the
part of official bodies of the need of roadside protection for |
the benefit of the highway using public. The highway c¢om-
mission, for instance, has recently stipulated that thore be no
billboard advertising on roadside property, no longor needed, |
that it was turning back, by sale, to private ownoership.

In other phase of the its work, also, the commission has
recognized the need for roadside protection. In sections—uas
in forest areas—where concealment js at all possible stock |
piles of maintenance muterial arve placed back of o sereen of
troes, An effort is made, at times, af borrow pit concenlment |
thus avoiding roadside scars though, to be frank, ugly eox-|
amples of o contrary teentment are too often evident,

The public, too, is gpeaking up on this subject of the roud-
gides more frequently. We rememboer the protest made by o
vesident o fow yeurs apo agiinst the unfortunate distigure- |
ment of Pilot butte and last spring owners of property on the

Yacific highway south of Grants Puss reguestod the Gilling in
of borrow pits and drainuge ditches in ovder to improve the
sightliness of the roudsides and to eliminuty unsanitury con-
ditions, ’

Believing as thoroughly ag we do thal rondside protection
ig an essential of o sound highway program and that iU pays
dividends in attracting and developing tourist business we
are glad to observe these signs of progress towaed the goal,
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