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Central Oregon still has & dairy industry. That this is so
is no fault of OPA, which until last week consistently refused
to recognizez that permitied inflation of feed and labor prices
had submitted both producers and distributors of dairy pro-
ducts to well nigh intolerable pressure. It is so rather to the
stamina of those dairymen who have remained in business, to
their determination to carry on until they were forced out.

Some of them, naturally enough, were unable to absorb
as much punishment as others, Those who were unable have
been forced out of business already. Others are now on the
verge of withdrawal.

These others, it is now expected, will hang on for long
enough to see what OP'A intends to do to remedy the local
price situation. After long aloofness OPA did finally con-
duet a hearing in Bend last week. Its representatives could
hardly have failed to be impressed by the information pre-
sented by dairymen of the area. Before the conference broke
up the promise was given to hand down a decision by July.
On this decision will depend the future, in war time and for
vears thereafter, of a basic farm industry of this part of the
state. In it there can be and should be rectification of the
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