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ON MATHEMATICS AGAIN

As will be observed by a reading of Prof. DeCou's letter
appenring on this page today he agrees with the conclusions
stated in this column when we first commented on his plea for
more extensive training in mathematics in the high schools of
Oregon. Those conelusions were, it may be recalled, that high
school courses of study are determined by college entrance
requirements and that unless and until the colleges made their
mathematics requivements stiffer there was not much use in
trying to promote wider study of the subject in the schoals

It is interesting to learn that in Oregon. because of de-
ficiencies in mathematics training, both the college and the
university have found it necessary to introduce courses. The
job, of course, should be done in the high schools. Are not
these institutions influential encugh in the educational civeles
of the state to bring about the necessary chianges?

With all energies now devoted to the war effort and with
mathematics so important a8 a4 fundamental in the training
in 20 many branches the present would seem to be a proper
time to set more strict requirements in that subject. If, as we
surmise. competition for students has been one of the reasons
for letting down the bars in the matter of college entrance let
those bars be put up again and let them stay up.

If the state is to continue to go to great expense to pro-
vide education for its vouth it has and should exervise the
right to require that that education be sound and. in the im-
portant subjects, complete. Let the state supported institu-
tions strive for quality rather than quantity.

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH & VD REPORTS

The latest weekly bulletin of the state board of health
brings welcome news. The bulletin, it is expluined, about or
shortly after the first of the vear will step forth in a brand
new dress. In the new bulletin considerable space will be
given to news accounts of what is huppening in the field of
public health and, what is more important (and here we
quote) :

The weekly communicable disease table will be enlarged
toincludeacounty-by-county breakdown of venervald ;
reporis, plus entries for the corresponding weck the
vious year, plus entrics for the fivewear modians, Manthly
tables will be run on births and deaths, Infant and maternal
deaths, marringes and divorees, venercal disease morbidity,
and other lems,

This, of course.—a comprehensive venereal disease re-
port—ig the thing for which we have campaigned in this
columm for many months. Whether this turning over a new
leaf, as the bulletin describes this proposed publication, is a
result of our campaign we do not know nor is the fact
especially important. The important thing is that the publi-
cation is to be undertaken. This, we believe, is one of the
basic necessities in any program of control,

Now there remuains one moye step for the hoard to take
and that is to see to it that all physicians make the reports
required by law.

An optimist is a man who double-parks while his wife
visits the post office to get a Christmas package weighed and
buy the necessary postage.

Headline in one of our exchanges says, “Coffee.drinking
pleasant habit."” 1t used to be.

graduation from high school in
Oregon has been done away with
largely through the Influence of
| the so-called “Educators”, who fa-
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PROF. DeCOU WRITES

university and the State College
must perforee admit students who
have fulfilled the requirements
for high school graduation,

Dec. 16, 12

Thank you for your letter en-
closing your thoughtful editorial
on “Mathematics In the Schools”,
which indicates your support of
fundamental training in  mathe-
matics in our high schools,

In this scientitie age, more and
more, every inmtelligent  person
needs the language of mathemnat-
ics to understand the statistics,
graphs, and formulas which ap-
pear constantly In our papers and

azines and to use them in ev.
oryday 1ife.

Unlortunately, the intreducstion
of much new and eusier material
into the high school gurrieuvium
has tended to weakcn and lessen
the required mathematics, which
many students avold If possible
The result ia a general weakening
in the fundamentals of
matics, recognised In pescetime
but tragically evident in wartime,
when army, navy and air force
are all handicapped by the lack

The former minimum of two
years of mathematles required for
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Students entering college with-
out high school mathematics, find
themselves barred to courses in
the physical sclences without it
A= a result, several years ago,
Oregon State found It necessary
1o offer a beginning course In Al
gebra, and a couple of years later
the University of Oregon did the
same,

The situation Is unfortunate for
both the high schools and the in-
stitutions of higher education, not
only in Oregon, but also in num-
erous other western and southern
stntes, The war effart of the nna-
tion Is being hampered greatly by
i, Oregan and these other states
should correct this handicap and
stross the fundamentals of mathe
maties for hoth the woar and the
peace o follow.

Edgar E. DeCou

.
War Briefs - - -
By Unived T
Moscow Russinn spearhends |
penetrate Millerove in new affen
sive: fall of railroad junction ex.
pected s birthday gift for Swlin
Calro R s forevs reach
Sirte in headlen allled
i r rerngants
Apholla.

Wi

Now Delhi British Indlan
army oontinpues Burma drive
Japaneso cotinter with thrust Into
Yunnan prov if Chilna

London RAF bombs Du

burg: Amepitan bombers make
deepest penetration’ Into France.
Allied North African Headgunr
ters Rain Slows. offensivos;
French capture town
land from Tunlsian sast donst
General MacArthur's Head: |
fuarters Allles launch geneiral
attack on Japancse New Gulnea; |
Japanese commander killed in|
ugtion,

CHANGE “DIET" FOR RATS |

Ban Franoiseo, Cal. 11" Owing
to war shortuges, the clty has
b obliged to change the diet|
for rats in I8 rat gxtermiontion
ampadgn.  Formerly they were)|
fed polsoned bacon, but City Phy-|
sivian Gelger stales they now ore
dying with equal facllity on a

| diet of polsoned cheese and cake |
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"Blame the Americans—They Took Your Colonies!"
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The story: Myra Mack and Fay
Rathbane, two Montreal girls, are
invited to spend thelr Christmas
vications as guests of ecoentric
Ferdy Lorton, an artist who has
a cattage in the Laurentian Moun:
taing, One of the guests is Benny
Brien, who acoepts the lnvitation
because It offers a hideaway Tor
Bedano McCluskey, awrestler
Beano s In possesslon of a for
tutie in stolen Jewels, amnd Benny
plans to hide him by having him
appear as Santa Claus in a Mon-
treal department store.

.

NOTSO-GOOD WILL
CHAFTER 111

Christmas is a season of peace
and good will to all men, o season
of snow and Christmas cards, of
stores brilllantly lighted and!
crowded with people and presents
and gay wrappings and glittering
tinsel and enough living replicas
of Santa.Claus to leave in the
mind of the average child a pleas.
ant confusion and a conflrmation
of that gentleman's mirace
abllity to be everywhere at once.

Christmas is also the season of
torture for those most noble of
men whose [ate it Is to imperson:
ate the gentleman who tukes all
of the pralse but none of the
blame for the festive season

Of all the Impersonators of San-
ta Claus Beano suffered most hut
bure it all most nobly. The im-
mense relief of being temporarily
free from the distmacting Influ-
ence of the police bathed his lim-
it brafn with a bilm of peace.
But Beano had no real love for
chitldren. In splte of his size amd
forbidding countenance lh ordin-
ary life he was one of those
rownups that small boys foel
are fair game, Under his disguise
10 por ¢ent of the young custom-
iy who  filed before him did so
with awe and reverence hut
other one per cent, disbelievers
and sabateurs, tonk overy appor
tunity to destroy his neow-found
+of ming, Afler the third day
v had succecdod completely.
Toe favorite teehnique was for
the sabotewrs to approach with
the long line of walting children,
and then as Santa Claus bent over
them to liston to their sccret re-
quests for Christmas, to slip a
thread noose over a few strands
of thi low hanging beard and then
truil the loose end awasy with
them from the dangor zone.

The sahateur would button hole
a raeelclooking ehild and handing
the end of the thread would order
him to count three and pull hard
and gee what Santa Clius would
bring.

The youttiful saboteur would be
away in a trice, walting to  see'
whiat happened and to give o suit

able horse Jeugh 1o add to the dis-
comfiture of Santa Claus,

The trick upset Beano's falth in
the younger generation and  he
counteracted by gently stroking
off his beard after each child pass
ed. But he discounted the inges.
wity of youth and the end chme
quite guickly.

The ellmiux came when one boy
slpped a bent pin under him as he
leuned forward to cateh the whis-
per of @ tiny tot, He patted the
child sifectionately and leaned
bk, Action and veaction were in.
stintaneous. He gave a yelp of

win, and leaped to his feet, lift.
E'u;- Gl ol them sharply to con:|

tact the seat of the pams of the
oliending bay.

Unfortunajely it was the wrong
bay, a boy who was under the
adoring eyve of an amazon of @
mother, She charged lke an ele-
phant defending its young  and
her umbtnella hit Beano hetween
the eyes and sat him Back upon
this pin. His leap back to his feot
wits 8o sudden I accompanied
by so0 lerce an expression that the
mothet was convinced he had e
turned to attnek hor, She seroam
od and defended herwell by i swilt
attack with the umbrella

Under other circumstanoes
Beano might have turned the
other check but he was at the
hreaking point and he turned his
back instead and fled, He was o
man of =ingular simplicity of
mind and it didn't ocour to him
to stop at the office and make ex-
planiations, paricularly as the
woman, lacking originality, had
scremed nfter him, “Stop thief,
stop thief.”

. .
Beano streamed through the
store like & red comet with a

rapidly widening trall of pursuers
and he realtged with horror that
there was more than supposition
in the woman's accusation. The
little sucde lJeather bag of dia:
monids bear against his legs as he
ran reminding him that once in-
vestigation began he might he for-
ever lest. The thought ndded fleet
ness to his fect and o lack of
tleness to his removal of any ope
posion to his progress.

He gained upon the pursult as
the pursuit gained in nurobers and
confusion but any cdoubts  he
might have had about the wisdom
of [light were finally dispelled by
the necessity of disposing of a
dignified and heroic floorwalker
who attempted to interfere with
the directness of his flight. He
wiis compelled to dispose of the
Moarwalker by placing him over
the notions count without e
purd to his dignity or the incon:
venlence of seattering notions all
over the floor.

A tar was pulling awasy from
the curb and with remarkahle
presence of mind Beano {lung
himsell inside

“Ha,"”, id an  unperturbed
volee, "Ch nas his comoe." 4

"Quick.” sald Beano. "The hos.
pital '

With the quick Instinetlve ne
tion that distinguishes the Cinae
dian soldier, the young man in

 FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS v

the c¢ar slipped inta high gear.
“Accident ™ the young
man

sabd

“Punctured in two plices,” sald
Beano gasping for breath.
So it sounds.” mopled  the

young man. He was big and pleas
ant and wore the black beret ol
the armored corps

He turned the car sharply, 4
noring the traffie light, and spod
up the hill. The car swept to a
perfoct landing on the steps of
the hospital

“Here's the hospltal,” snld Liew
tenant Bonson. “Is this really an
emergency call or would you ik
me Lo drive vou back?"

“I'd hate (o rrouble you,” sald
Beano, “But Benny Hrien says (o
mit when I left him, i anything
pocs wirong with your heart, he
sayvs, loak up a specialist by the
pame of Fordy in Undon Avenue.”

At the maention of this name the
young man litkxd his cyebrows,

“Fordy?" he said.

“Yor, dat's it

T knew he was an urtlst at his

LA

| hoedly b the dlvection you sy
Bost,”

Heann hositategd but only fog o
et

Yo Know him 2

TRaow hilm T Why Uiy spending
Christimas with him."

“Well now adn’'t the world smnli
Sooam L What say we ook hiim
up."

Laeutenant Bomson relnxed, This
wits the matural thing to expect
whett one wis a [elend of Ferdy
e Began to turn the cir

Boann snuggled down as much
a5 his bulk would allow, “NMimnl
IC T tume Inoon the polive fadiv
Fhey get some Hderesting  pro
Brams,"

SQuite sald Lleimeant Benson
e was boginning to feel reassunr
od himselt. 11 there was anvihing
I hated, IF was  dull Chiristmas
and be was beginning o feel that
Ferdy would mot let hilm dowi

iTo Be Continued)
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for his global rellef sand recon
styuction; that the project will
requiee several billlon dollaes is
aeknowledped.  (Viee President
Willnee now oxplains that when
sadid the Unbled States would
provide o quiart of milk o overy
o in the waorkd, in a0 spussch Last
May, he was using o fgare
sponch wnd thint this ol f-Jind ob
servition has been misinterpretisd
AT the Tl It owas suppesed | tht
Wallace  wan  an administrntion
spokesmin)
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viding manganese, which will sest
SIH0000,000, Mexteo, Cananda and
South Americn ave sending thers
ey, while Titde attention Is given
to oxpanding mercary mines of
Washington, Oregon and Nevada,
Through nssistinee of REC there
are 100000 tons of fMne tin In
stockpile; yot tin Is so scaree that
canneries, milk condenseries and
packers are belng ratloned. ‘The
entipe sugae erop of Cuba hins als
ey been purchosed apd only
WIS Cargo space to e browght
Into the Lindted State

Others Say...

WHAT WILL WE 1M WITH
THEMY

iSalom Capitol Jowennl)
Fulfilling pre - aotivation  estl
mates of Salem's appeal o e

suldivrs of Camp Ad fully 50
per cent of the servicomen on
leave from the chrgpe over last

werkemd rellable  esthmates
estimuates place thelr oumber ot
S0 plekedd this clty for thelr
holiday, taxing existing facilitlos
for thelr entectalnment and e
commodation far beyond capackly,

Pruringe the business hours of
Satunday alternoon and evening
the stores were jammed with sol

il buying Christmas gifts '
s Homer, “Thyroughout the oven
Ingg, well Into the nlght s

through most of Sunday the ros !

turants and soft delok estiblish

[dob amd w wow with hoarts but timony. Ten counteles am prospments were erowied, The USO

reported o reconl call for Itw wor
vices il publie  danees  weis
packed with men n uniform.

There were soldlers, soldiers
everywhere but not o place 1o
nleep,

Hoteli of all clisses ropart thelr
rooms were ull Gled long before
midnight. "The 200 cols provided
by i Jocal commitiee in S Jou
eph's hall and the Y MO A wWere
st curly, A comparatively low
lucky bBoys found beds in private
homes, Others slept i parked
automoblles, Finally down town
hotels opensd thele lobbles 1o
them and men slept In chalrs and
sprawled out on |-ugutnn the Tl
wrapped in thelr coats.

h‘l!ll\:: palice report, witlked the
streets all might, unable to get
ek to cump for lack of transpot
tntion,

Something  must  be done 1o
retrindy  thiy  condinion Either
Salom must provide better aeonim
modations or « 0 authovithes
must  Ansugurate & system  of
Satippering” leaves throagh the
weok too prevent sueh oroivding
over Suturday and Sunday *
Boys dlan't expeot feathor isds:
they ave willing 1o take thell
vhanees of getling own a vol on
a Hrstcome-firsbserved hasis
Hut the uolucky ones would e
a nlee soft, diy and warm plece
w1 floor space or o woodsn ek
on which to grab o few winks :

They I b back again next Sl
Wrday. What are we gaing 10 o
about e?
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Give her Pearls! A new selec
Hon s Just arrived,
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gifts,
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Fostoria Gifts

Fostoria, Individual

IDENTIFICATION priced from
Roseville Pottery

large shipment of beautitul

BN pleces 35‘

20 PIECE POTTERY SETS

This colored ware makes an ideal gift for Mother
Limited number of sets. Priced at only ,3-95

Gifts That Will Please

® CHINESE amd INDIA ©® MUSICAL POWDER BON
HIGASS ® MUSICAL CIGARET Bnox

® COSTUME JEWELRY ® ZIRCON EAKR RINGS

® SET RINGS 8 CAMEO PINS

® CHAINS ® LOCKETS

B SERVIUE GIFTIS ® EVENING BAGS

® WONDEN BOWLS wl ® COMPACTS
TRAYN ® NOVELTIES

® SI'ODE CHINA ® TOILET SKE1s
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DID YOU SAY A GIRL NAMED
HILDA GRUBBLE WANTED YOU
1O HOLD THOSE SKATES FOR HERT

—
YES --- SHE
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AFFORD TO BUY
== | THEM RiGHT
NOW/

By MERRIL BLOSSER

MADE A 504.| | SHes CRAZY MOMEY ON A PRESEMT FOR HER Boy | 1. HOPE His
DEPOSIT ON ABOUT THEM, FRIEND ! | WONDER IF HELL DD EARS spe
THEM | BUT SHE COULDNT AS MUCH FOR MER? BURNING/ ]
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