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DOUGLAS NO WESTERNER

President Roosevelt has made another appointment to the
supreme court. It is not so good as the last one (Frank-
furter) nor bad at all as was the Arst one (Black) but more on
a par with the one between (Reed). William 0. Douglas iz an
able man, he has shown strength and ability in the chairman-
ship of the Securities exchange commission but his qualifica-
tions as an interpreter of the law have not been demonstrated,
That fact does not stand against him, 1t means, however, that
as a judge and a molder of those constitutional changes neces-
sitated by u changing society he is vet to be tested, There iz
general belief, however, that he will emerge from the test in
wgood fashion.

Some commentators are speaking of the appointment of
Mr. Douglas as meeting the hope that a western man would
this time be named to the court. That stretches the imagina-
tion. The appointee lived for some years in his youth in the
wesl, he attended a western college and married a western girl
(am Oregonian, by the way), but his legal experience has been
entirely in the east (in New York) and his teaching has all |
beefi in eastern law schools (Yale and Columbia).

What the west wants is & member of the supreme court
who has practiced in the west, who knows western water law
and western land law and western mining law, who is familiar
with the forestry and the reclamation and the grazing prob-
lems of the western country, who knows the west. 1f he has
had a good record in a judiciary position in the west so much
the better.

It is entirely probable that in the nearly two years remuin-
ing of his present term President Roogevelt will have another
appointment to the court to make, Next time let's have a west-
erner, taken, not from the senate nor from long service on a
federal commission with residence in Washington, but from
the- bench or the bar of the west.

CONGRATULATING CHIEF RAMEBO
Probably it was an officer’s intuition that resulted in the
arrest of the young prowler who for more than a week terror-
ized Bend with his daring entries of occupied homes, but cer-
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