THE

BEND BULLETIN,

DAILY EINTION,

BEND, ORBGON,

BATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 10wy,

RANMLL PARR ISH

AUTHOR oF
" THE STRANGE CASE 9 CAVENDISH

e 0

: ¥
[ L NQ  cOPYRIGHT, BY RANDALL | PARRISH

ILLUSTRATIONS
o' ANWEIL

CHAPTER XIL

At the Foot of the Stairs
*No, it will soon be morping. nml
all wny of eseape blocked, Ho is

willing to swear that you sgreed to |

permit Alva to drive yon downtown,
and that yoo actually departed fo-
gether, This charge can perhaps be
answered by the testimony of Krantz,
If he can ke got on the witness stand,
as yvou have told me he accompanled
you on a street car”

“Which I8 true”

“1 accepl your woord, of course, bhut
Hnrris does not, and [ must confess
he has some evidence to create sus.

picion.*”

‘You say that!"

“1 must, 1o be perfoctly honest, 1
will even confess thers hiave been

times when 1 doubted. Let me tell
you—Alva was unidoubtedly killed with
a dageer hatpln, exretly ke that one
in your hat there and I poiuted to
it on the dresser,

Her esyes turved thet wey Io ao
expression of startled surprise. “Kiled
with o baipln like that of wine™

“Yes, there is no doubt as to the
uutire of the wedpon, | Know tnore
about that than Harris even,”

“How are you so sure n lintpln was
the weapon used? The pollee reports
say nothing like that™

“They do wnot know: T do.  The
truth s T was the first to discover
the murder. 1 related to you my
conversation with Harrls, afrer all
othiers had left the foundry, We must
bhave been there alone for an hour,
When we left we sepnratid, helleving
this to be safe, aud 1 walked down
Gana street alone fn the rain. Some
blocks below the foundry 1 enme upon
this ear, bumped up against the curh,
aud apparently abandoned. The rear
door stood wide open, and 1 looked In-
slile, and felt abour, mercly from
curlogity. My fOogers touched some-
thing lying on the foor, wnd, when
L drew it out, nnd looked at It in the
light of a distant street-lnwp, 1 dis-

coverad it to be n dagger hatpin, dis
colored with blood.”

She stared at e in horror,

“Like that one there?"

“Exactly Hke it. 1 hod =een the
one in your hat. and remembered.”

“You thought [t must be ine?
That—that 1 bad murdered Him?*

"1 hardly betieve I thought at all,
But I investignted the froot seat,

and found Alva's body hanging ovér
the wheel, with a gush in the back
of his cont sticky with blood. Then
I Enew.”

“*Knew what?"

“How the mnn had heen killed, 1
believed then you were with him
slone; T bad reaxon to, for 1 over-
beard his invitntion, and your answer.
I recogulred the weapon as one you
had in your possession, My first
thought was thnt [t would utterly con-
demn you if ever found."

“And, even then, yon sought to pro-
tect me? You cared epough for that?"

“1 hardly know ; It must have been
true enough, i srarcely doubted hut
what It was your act—aonly 1 per-
sunded mysell that the man must hive

nttacked yop, nnd that you struck In

“l Would Not Believe You Guilty of
Deliberate Murder.”

gelf-defense. 1 would not belleve you
guilty of deliborate murder, [ moeant
to give you a chance; so I took the
wenpon away with me*

Bhe drew o long breath,

“No one saw yon 1"

"Not m soul; the streef was nhsos
Iutely deserted. T wiped off the hlosd,
nnd Bid the koife Inomy pocket until
I renched the hotel; then 1 eoncenled
it ut the bottom of my velise"

l

]

It 1= st theret
“No;  somelhing
stispeet 1 was not Daly, sl he sot
out to lnvestigate. He had my tele
phone numboer, and euslly loeated both
hotel and room. Walting until 1 left
the ker, he entersd, and went through
the valise In search of auxthing he
could fAind. He came upon the (ngger
hatpin, remembered that you had Just
such a one In your hat that night,
and instantly jumped to the canclusion,
as he had seen the wound, that this
was the weapon of murder. He be-
lieves we were working rogether, aml
this wns why 1 had concesled the

knife”

“And yom? you helleved that?®

“1 believed in you,” I said earnestly.
“At frst I thought it must be yon;
then 1 saw that pin in your hat agnin,

ledd Harrls  te

when 1 knew 1 had one Just like It
hidden at the hotel,  ‘his gave me
new hope, until 1 retumed and dis-

valise stirt open, amd the

I knew of no one who
ct—ar hnd oven-
In an effort to

coversd my
dagger Spne.
would do such an
slon to—exoept  you,
destroy

“Then Inter,
up by Hnrrls ng thnt he
wis the one who got the piog 1 otold him
about your having your own In your
hat at Perond’s, He only lnughed, and
=ald were smart cnouzh o buy
another, as soon 0s the first was
found missing: that doubtiess there
were plenty to be had”

“He's right: there are. At lonst T
know of one shop on lower Hrondway
where they are for sale”  She stopped

evidetice
whon that
ACKpow

was clearad

st

suddenly, with o peculisr  gesture.
“Why, now [ think of it. Sarnh Wal.
dron has one exuctly Hke mire; )
housht it for her™

“Ivan Waldron's wife?”

“Of course; that’s rother odid, 1807t
¥

"It opens up a line of thought, pny-
winy. Conld you find our do vou
suppose. if she has It still?  What

dvoes she koow aboul ber busbuud?”

The zirl laughed soltis,
“Kunw! Less even than I
Imegine. He doesn't show up
oftener than onee o 8lx months,
Sarih nothing from him.
WOl know—why 1™
"Becnuse, after all, 1t might he the
Rusainn: It ic was he wonld lave to
Me to Harcis, and pretemd to know
nothing. You heard how those two
What did you

|!ﬂ, 1
here
and

oels She

talked nt Perond's
meke of 1t

She drew her eyes together, leaving
the marks of a frown on her fore-
heuad.

“That they had planned together to
roh Alva; that Waldron wns to he
hidden somewhere outside, nnd wuas
to wait for Harrfs to siznal him that
the money had been paid over.,”

“Exactly ; Harris fulled to learn
that the money changed hands, and
consaquently  did not  signal. But
Waldron, nevertheless, was outslde
walting; had no doubt spotted Alve's

machine, and was ready to aect. The
one thing we do not know Irf—tilnd{
Alva start home alone; or did one
of the men accompany him? If the
Iatter supposition Is true then that
fellow must have committed the
murder, with Wnldron g possibie
accomplice after the crime. If not
true, then the only other solution Is
that Alva picked Waldron up for com-
pantonship. Were they acquainted st
all"

*I think =0, but am nol sure; you
sald  Waldron first reported  this
chanee to Hoarris"

“So he did; then It {8 quite possible
the two knew each other. Thuat would
make it enxy for the Russian to nsk a
ride.  Whoever struck the hlow was In
the rear seat. This theory fits In all
right with his actions toward Harris"

What da you mean to do¥*

“Shadow Waldron: he s sure to
expose bimself sooner or later.  We
must get away from here, out of the

hands of these fellows, Could you
find your way to the stulrs In the
dark "

“Yes. 1 have heon here aften”

“Then 1 am golng to turn out this
Hght before opening the daoe”

She led the way confldently enough,
moving  silently nlong  the wall, I
keaping close w0 as to touch her, A
few steps hrought us forth Into the
hnll at the head of o Night of stalrea
lending downwurd., My fingers gripped
the banlsters, while she stoold aside
to let me pass,

“You hotter go ahetd now;
flight Ix directly beyond  tils,
ends nt the street dooe,”

“You will follow?"

"Or eourse: I shall keep right be-
hind  yoy"™

We woent down step hy step, not n
utnle erealting, or n @ound londer than
our own Ureathing, 1 reached the
Inst stop, wiirned hy the newel post,
and folt nhend with one geoping foot
to pExure myself of the level heyond
Her fingors grosped my sleove, and

the next

nnd

s nhinost nl oy N \\"hin'n-'n‘.‘ "
barely  amdille warning,
“hook e the rlght! What s tha?

It wns n dull, eed glow, o mera pin:

preiek e the Black. eurtnln, yat It
seetind to ehange In brillinney, ke an
evil eve wipking ot us ont of the
dark,  There was sodiething wnvnnny

phoint the thimg, ylobling e no sugges-
tlott s e what It eonld be, vet
frightening by lts halefil gleam at
thine and place. Then there
10 my nostrlls the falot
sdar of tohaeen simoke: 1L most he a
mnfi &ltting thers smoking ; what
wits the reld Hp of his elgar, |
wee wlip by unheard? 1
I, yor wiliitever Immu'l|v-!.|

stieh 0
was by

wa

s

aite ol s, at least, must escape feom
the  hodse ore any  alnrin was
sonifl, vowns but one chinnee
Ieft—for her to slip  silontly nl-m|||

thuy wther Hight of staivs 1o the street |

doer, while I romndinesd belilnd 1o pro
tect her Might. 1F there Was no alurm,

e notlee  mken of  her  passage,
possibly T might venture o follow
without being  overheard: but  she

must go fiest, her step wns Hght, and
shie was more sure of the way., Do
sides, 1 could block pursalt, by &
fight If necessary, and thus give her
nmple time o which to unchain and
open that front deor. Once without,
these fellows would never fullow.
I put my lps close agninst the girl's
ear,

“It 12 & gunrd there smaking. Don't
but do exactly as 1

try 1o answer,

fay. One of us, at lesst, must get
out; you stamd the better chancw,
with my remaining bebind to hold
these fellows back If there should be
any wlarm,. If there is not, I'I tollow
Do you understnnd =—answer with

your hamb"

1 felt the Orm pressure of her fingers
In qulek response,

“The fellow evidently hasn't heard
anything yet-—yon better go™

1 felr hor creop past me without a
=ound, her hand slipping  from my
griusp as her foor tonched the lewvel
flonr of the hall, She was invisible
no longer even n shadow In the bia
gloom,  Then suddeniy from somewhere
n chatn clunked faintly ; the ednr conld
not determinge from whit direetlon the
sound eaive, yet It was elepr enongh !
to b heurd plainly. The man stowd
atill, a-wh-mlv Hstening; 1 lost siaht |
af the red glow. as thouzh be had re-
moved the elgar from between
Hips. and slowly stralghtened myself |
up, hrueed for any ey, She
had resched the outside Joor, and was
preparing to open i, For an Instant |
nothing. bappened,  Then the -i|l|sr]l.|
resounding  ellek  of *n heavy  lock
echosd up from beneath, like the I:l[bl
of a4 hummer

The fellow  snapped on
triclty. Noading the
uttering o geufl oath, started forwaed
We met face to face. There
nothing elee for It but ta fehe it out |
It 1 ran the net woulldl only sxpose |
her hetore she could dlsianee pursit ;
bestdps that Arst glimpes hnd revenled
my untagonist, and | was glad—It was
"Gentleinun George”™!  He khew me
almost at the sate Instant, spitting
out n curse o8 ke reached Lack for
his gun,

“You, hey! How the h—1 did yon |
det down here!™
But 1 was quicker, the move ready,
gripping the wrist, and twisting the
A hack untll the torture caused bim |
10 drap the wenpon, as we struggied |
bk neross the width of the hall, We
were hoth wenpotiless, relying only on
the efliciey of bare honds, but he |
turned Into o savage, a dangerous |
fighter wha cored only to disable his
apponent in any way possible. It was
HEke buttling with a wild cnt, jnfurl-
atel, erazed with hate and fear, Amd
for the mompent the fellow had me,
driving me huck vzuinst the rail, help- |
lefure  the fierceness of his

Assanlt,

Somne one was coming 1 could henr
a volee, and Hylng steps on the stalrs;
then a woman's screawm somewhers
above, 1 broke away. gettlng o grip
an lils throat, and feeling my feot
firm on the Hoor, He could see whiat
I eouldn't, nnd found volce In splite
of iy throttling,

“It's thar d—d skunk, Severn, got
out. Hit bim, Ivan! Smash In, I've
got the guy—quick now ™

I whirled with him, ducking my own
hend bohind his shoulder, gulolng as |
I 1 s0 one blurred glimpse of Wal-
dron as he swung full at me with
whnt looked Jike the g of a chalr
torrls eanght the full foree of the
hlow Just over hilx eyes and the power
af 1t ndded to the swirl of my arms;
sent him hurtling along the rounled
rill, hendlong down the stalrs,  Wal-
dron stood  purnlyzed, stunned, his

hitnds still on the club, hiv eyes follow.
Ing thut Nylog Ngure, With all my
strengith I drove o st Mot (o bis Tiee,
tnid, ns he reeled, stwnbling baockward,
endenvoring to remnlp his  feer, |
speritg pust, nnd ricel down the steps,

hils

erer

the elee

Inrge hnll, nnd |

wis

less

| delve

| toted It

Without a Doubt but That the Man
Was Dead,

He stopped, as though Just notleing
my appearnnce under the dlm street
lighta

“Yer bin hurt, sir?" he asked solleit-
ously, “Yer cout’s all tore, and thery's
some bhlood on yer face”

“A snall fight, that's all, In n
unloan over west, Aoy place arouml
here whers 1 could wash up?”

“Sure; right In yere; there aln't
nobody Caround to bother. Pl show
roun"

He opened o Hitle shileadoor, nn
1 followed down o nnrrow hallway te
a small washroom, fung off my count
and filled w baxin with water.  The
cablby turned up e Hght, and watchied
He evidently e
Heghted 1o hnve some one to cotpanlon
with at this welrd hour of the morn
ng

ey got ver one good Citn, any
how,"” he remarked.  “Feller  whut
struck Yer must've hed o oeing og tet
mnke (het gash™

me euriously

“Ihere were two of them™ 1 ans
wersd, spliuttering through the wite
T was using lbernily, =I may hive
hnrt opre of the (ellows, so vou Keoy

atill—will you”
“Me!  Shucks, T don't talk abouyt

my fares none.  Thet n 2't buslness

i pleked one up nleht before lamt
own by the wostslde docks, who'd
heen In some Kind of o fencas—nny
how, he wus sure seared  half er
death, Looked ke a forcigoner, an
was dragein’ o grip loug with him
vor off nt dersey ferry, | reckon”

When was that? T wos using the

this i
over the sdge.
“Bout
dowmn thet
havk

el by
lous spenlvr
“Night
I'd hed n
wis

eving the liquae
midnight;
wiy, wn'
when he
Giosh, the

afore last,
fare
drivin’

hollorel o me tu #
1) tumbled In like
ghost after him, an® s 1
lHue b—)"

“Had wogrip with him,

wuw fer

i) he¥

“Yep; bout mmedimm  size,
The follow wasn't overly big himself,
ap® [t wus quite w lug for bl It
bumpd nendnst his legs when he

I wouldn't a thought nothin’

| e “hont it only L ogot hol® of n
| aper, wn' read how there wus o gy
croanked  that same nlght over In

Jersey, It sorter made me think o
this feller, Just heeanse he was sn
d=—1 seared. It wus sorter funny

where he hnd me set him dowo, too
ufter midnight thet wny."

“Where waos thot 3

“Colmor bulldin' on Broand  street,
Wa'n't a darn lzht from top to
bottom,  He didn't et me pull up
there—not by a d—n slght. 1 hnd
ter et him out a Wlock nway, aropod
the comer, But someliow 1 sorter
wanted ter know Just where the bloke
went, so [ slipped off the hox, nn’ took
a peek.  He turned in there, where 1t
win blacker than o stnek o' hlnek
eats, an' thet's the lost 1 seen of him,
S'pose he wus the duck whe did that
Joh sir?™

“He might hnve heen, of course,
g you report It to the polles?”

“Lonl, no: If us fellers told

the

| cops half we know they wouldi't get

I nln’t sed nothin' to
HRendy to go now, sic?’

no slecp at all,
nobody,

(To Be Continued.)

Man Can Make Himaelf,
I the ottty of Instiunces @ man
can o what be plesses with hlmsolf—
enn e swhit he wiants 1o make of

himself.  Things thot get In his poath
are not obstneles unless he choose to
regard them obstacles. Man s his
owin mnker,
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BUTTER

MADE IN BEND

Is & Pare, Wholesome, Sunitury Produet,
deserving of Bend's undivided support,

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR

BEND MADE BUTTER,

It Always Satisfies

Box 157

BEND., OREGON

Well Curbing, Concrete Silos

BEND, OREGON

PERMANENT AS THE PYRAMIDS
Concrete Pipe Company
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THE LAW OFFICE O

W. P. MYERS

4, O Kane Bullding Now  locnted In Rooms  220.8
o MINER BUILDING
Boud, Oragon New Phone No, 253-W,

NOTICE
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Oflice Phone

F. M. BLOOM
Dentist

Rooms 4 and 6,
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direct to your homo amd overs UR }' I':- ()RAY :‘
haul your enr. Specinlty on (gni- NENTIST l

i tlon, genorators and  starting " . & |
i . o HINY 4 4
i motoras All work guarantosd f:--mr.-cl-r-.ndn :::u.ll.;o hi mvf{.f:.. i
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; 1366 Newport 1 !
IR HEe 4o 8
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DR. G. SKINNER

DENTIST

OMes Phone 317

Roomna 13 and 1

R. S. HAMILTON R M

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Bank Dullding,
(Dr. Cos's Former OfMea)

O'Dan

nell Bldg

DODDS & BLOOM

Physicinns and Surgeons

OfMee, Room 16, O'Knne Dldg DE. H, ¢ Dod i "
Phone: Ofeo, Black 235-W Spgag " ToRe; R Fhons
tfice Hourn: § to 12—1 to & e

0 Dr. €, . Blogm, Res, Phone

220-J.
s Hourd: 9 to 12 A, M.; 1 to
T to B evenings,

I

6 First Natlonal
Tal. 61

Tl biwdy Ly st thee hottom motionless,

hudilledd up In sueh fashion os (o
black the door. Without & doulit but
thnt the man was dend, T throst the
form to gane slde, Tenped through the
opening, oml erashod the door belilnd
e,

I turmed (o the left, afenid of the
heighn Hghes, gl the steect-caes, angd
phungesd dnto the depths of the nlley,
I may hnve gone o mile, twisring nnd
turning  before 1 cooe to whnt
avidently was n somll hotel,  Here
1 encountered moeaby nn ol horse cab,
the driver tndf asleop inside,  An ol
thoe oaliby was not Hehle te care who
his fore might be 8o long os g was
well pald,  Foeouraged by thin re
flectlon, I steppod over to the curb,

“Engnged, my man®"

e cows to Hfe In an instant,
tumbling  out  of  his  comfortuble
Quarters o faee e,

Your Shoes will smile
with satizfaction over
the splendid job of re-
pairing they will re-
ceive abt our hands,

Lindeborg & Hanson
120 Minnesota Street

“No sir, | pever hean) you eomin',
sir. o o bl quiet about here 1o-
night.”

CARLSON

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Plumbing and Heating Bupplion
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PHONE

. c
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BEND INQURAN(,E
AGENCY

Writers of il kinds of inw
wat Inaurance Agetcy In Cen

First Natlonal Dank Dide. Bend, Ore
11

NURNONKE

Phone 303-M

MRS. V. A, SMITH

Agont tor the
CORSETS

WL enll by appaolntmont

1060 Columbila St,

P, 0,

ox 40

159-J (.

J. B. MIN

Room 201

Real Estate
MINER BLDG, * -
Bulletin Want Ada bring resulig—

Phone

ER & CO.

ATTORN Y
Room 2006, Miner Bullding

MORGAN

AT AW

420w

Phone 325W
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