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CHAPTER 1.
The Message in the Box.
Anticipmting the possibility of my
truin arriving Iate, | had samed the
bour of my mecting with Cummings
a8 three o'clock, and, In consequence

of our reachiing the city exactly on
time, was compellind to lolter Wdly
about the holel for ao bour. However,

In passing through the corridor wy
attention wias attracted by an unique
curlosity shop occupying & small side
rooin, snd, merely to pass the time
ploasantly, § entersd and bogan exsime
lning the strange collection of wures
on display.

There woere several articles 1 lio-
gered over, temptedd to purchiase, bot
drifted on, rather undecided, until my
eyes percelved a very qualnt lneguers)
Jewel box, of n ¢lass of workmanship
quite unususl. The proprietor, per-
celving my Interest, jolned me,

“The Jewel box attracts you,” he
suld pleassully, opening the cuse and
bringing It forth. “You have love for
such thingsT”

“A deep Interest at least,” [ admit-
ted, taking the article from bis hand,
“a collector (0 an amateur way., What
Is the workinnuship—surely not Jup-
anese?”

“No," wmmilingly. “Although post-
tively 1 cnunot answer us to its or-
Igin. The nseription, which can only
be rend with a microscope"—he trioed
with his finger—*“is anclent Arable,
but no wild Arab ever did the lnoquer.”

“Yel 80 strauge a curio must have n
history, an Imaginary oune, at least.
What is the story 1"

“Positively none.” he ndmitted pe-
gretfully. *“The fuct i this artlcle was
found by a chumbermald In one of the
hotel roous, and turned o to the man-
ager. He made evary effort to tree
the guests, only to learn that the;
men, by the way, hnd reglstered
1y. He even ndvertised, but with no
respnse, nnd Nnaily, after thirt
wis persunided to accept my offer for
the article”

“You have put a price on this¥™

*Yes, ritHenlousty low, no doubt
bringing me a good profit.”
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deponit latier of
| yoar onder. Amount
this at once. and
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atid went te bed

{and susgestions for

He named a price, and. still with the |

box {n my hands 1 yielded to the tempe-
tatlon. und bousht it. The articls was
suffleiently small to find lodgment in
an overcont pocket, and, ax Cumimitess
nppeared a lttle Inter, wns soon for
Eotten in the carnstness of our eofy-
versation. We later had dinner
gether, and attended the theater ‘o
company, wy mind so occupled ull'h
other matters that | scarcely o
thought of the strange purchise |
mwade, which remaltivd secyrely
den, It was only after returplng to
wmny own room, thea nearing midonight,
that It was sZain reculled to metnory,

Only an idle curdosity and a feellng
of sleoplosiness induced me to draw
the article forth, and remove Ity wrip-
plngs, bhnt the sight served lmmedi-
ately to Inerease my Interest, It was
certainly a wonderfol find, artlstieslly
bezutiful, and most unusual in design,
There wis & mystery that must have
exercised a strunge spell over my
Imagination, for I drewned of the long-
dend workman who fashioned It for-
getful of the passing night hours. A
clock somewhere In the nelghborhond
struck, and [ counted twelve, arousing
myself, Perhaps 1 was alrendy holf
sleeping, for as I turned to rise my
sleeve siruck the box at the «ldge o
the table, sand before 1 could prevem
the fall, It lay upon the floor at my
feet.

As 1 stooped hastlly to recover the
overturned box, 1 was astounded to
discover the bottom slipped partially
aside, as though some secret spring had
been touched, revealing so narrow a
reée‘ptaqle that the ordinary eye would
pever suspect the possibliity of Its ex-
istence. Not only was there a fulse
bottom, but the opening revesled a
closaly folded paper. 1 grusped this
quickly, a thrill moning through me
What ancient and long-buried message
was ubout to be unfolded?

But na! Thix wax plainly modern—
a olean, white sheet, no folded parch-
ment of old, but some mystery of yes-
terdny. There was writing there, In
Spanlsh, so faintly traced 1 eonld
barely decipher the words, yet elearly
revealed as of this day and generantion,
I kdow Spanish falrly well, having had
a year In Mexico City, yet it required
some time before 1 could puzzle out
the megsage on this sheet. The paper
had been torn, seeiningly sundered
from a much longer letter, and pre-
gorved morely hecause of the specific
nddress and lostructions It contained.
Beyond doubt all else had been de-
stroyed. What remained may have
been sufficient guidance to the party
who ‘Tmd the benofit of what went he
fore In the original epistle, but was
ohseture to anyone else, Yet It was
modern, something relating to this
very thne, & mennce ; something to he
grusped and understood. This convie

hid

to-

| serviee.

tlon absolutely gripped me. | stared
gt the mther sinlster wonds, blindly
groping at what lay hidden behiod

them, Instinctively scenting a conspie
acy of evil which 1 could not deter
mine, Al unintentioned I had stume-
bled Into a clew which migles lead to
startling results. yot it seomingly gave
me no hint of who was jpnvoalved
of Ity real nooure. 1 put the wonls to
gether, welching each on
as to lts exact menning.
over with fners

or

(1

resind bewili

torn fragment I--- . and omdsd b
ruptly : T coulid only guess ut (ts ments
ing, yer the impression left upon my

or god wenacit
e,

mind was ol sial
I wanted to kaow

1M aailed Satunlay fre

as to be no delay
vantes, W
muggest Waton
South A code

That thiz letter wus authentle
no doubt, nor was its
gether obseure in the i
events, Several allusions weee f
e o me and these were what cau
my earller susplefons to erysintlize
probability. 1t bore all the earn
of a plat, a revolutiopary plot, and eone
not yet hrought to eonsummation. To
be sure the note was utdatidd, sl the
box had bheen left at the hotel thirty
days before. Yet the Watoaln was cer-

nto

ke

talnly the name of 4 ship aml to my
memory sugpestind Cetitrnl Amerieun
trude. his did not necessarily In

t the consy s hnd abando

thelr parpose,
not quite rendy In
the sulling duate of that particular =hip
Some delay had ocvarred, and
Lix, event now
overturn all th

HRely they were

ime to operite

] Tt
byt oot to <.

now thonght

ilPvesmnd)

the darkness bhrought

n gy

T wns =tili

Tred [n

my fArst {14 [t
have been to torn 1he i
proper hu-
reau for investigntion, two faects lod
me in another direction—1 wus
clently Foung to sevk adventure,
I desired to verify my susplelons be
fore creating any false uls

A% I rested there, sle

While
shoulil naturally
whole mutter over to the

up at the black . the words of
the stra frogment of letter re |
mained vividly before me. Little by |
firtle 1 » truth, coming finnlly |
| to this conclusion: *108° was, no |
doubt, the recognized nomber of sotne |
agent who had beon dispatehd to

America on n spocinl errand to the
conspirators In this country. He hal
salled Soturdny, o mwonth agn, vp oes,
and must have long sines areived at
some port, bringing with him Instrue-
tions not to be lntrusted to the mall,
and sufficlent money, in form of letters
of credit, with which to flnance what-
ever nefarious scheme revolution
might be contempluted. This money

of

-

Questioned Him Relative to the Mys.
terious Box,

was to he poid out to the muthorized
party through s man nomed Kenntz,
Who was Kruntz? There was o walj.
known bunking firm, Kulb, Krantz &
Co,, In Wall Btreet, anid It was guite
probable these might prove the ones
Invalved, although to my knowledge

they had no outward juntn connees
tiona of thix natare. “Gans" way evi
dently o street, although I eould reeall
none bearing so peculine appellation,
while the pussword was In Itaelf proof
almost poritive a8 to the Seuth or Con.
tral American sympathies of the con

iplrators,

These focis were falely clinr as 1
Thus wedved theas wgether, hut they

were rendered more damning by the
vther e mentloned—Waldoon, 1f
(s was Dvane Waldeow, ¥ hsid good rea

Aot know e fellow, and o con-

ot hls detivittes with any  scheme
tosttned o embureess the governnent.,
He vas o profossionnl aglitator of the

fst pronotteed e s sociinlist pll
ik I the past had openly advo
ated opposition to all law and order,
Morvover, the fellow had g Inpge und
Hesperite following, o whom be was 4
Ho wis roported 1o be o
Russinn birth, bt spoke English
whithour wod 1 felt no doubt
but what o sufliclent amwount of ey
woull engage his luterest In pny des
The desire to “got him"
added mest 1o my lwterest in the afulr.,
If he was aetually ut the head of these
fellows, these plotters agninst the nei-
trality of the Unlted States, the cateh
woild be worth while,

As soon a8 possible next morning 1
suught out Burke, the manager of the
hotel, with whom 1 had a spesking ne-
ftaney, sl without confiding the
extent of my discovery, questioned Wim
relative to the mysterions box, und the
guests who left it bohind. ‘Pwo men,
et wakd, both well dressed, byt with
nothing  particularly o distinguish
hail reglstored together late in
the afternoon of Friday, September 27
and on request o been assignsd to
ane room with twin beds and a bath,
The larger man, who hod serilvs) hilme
self us "L 8. Horner, Detroit,” alone
had n bag: his cowpanton, known te

wh

high-priest
Iy

T Crlse,

thew,

the hotel ns “Gustave Alva, Toledo,
Ohlo,” bolug without bnggage, The
bill was pald the next morning by

Horner, and the two departed together,
It was an hour Inter when the cham
bermald on that floor reported Anding
the box in the room vacated. After
holding It for a day or two In EXPOe
tatlon that It might be called for, no
such Inquiries belng made, the hotel
endeénvored to trace the men, but to
no avall, The fellows had elther falsie
Iy reglsterad, or were entirely unknown
where they eclaimed restidence. The
Arst was the most probnble comlition,
After thirty days, and having exhnust-
ed nll redsonable efforts to find the
rightful owner, the hotel felt legnlly
Justified In selling the trinket. That
was all Burke knew of the matter, and
his interest In It was not keen.

I am inclined to think now that 1
went at the problein without mzech
system, and that uny success achlovid
wis through puore aeccldent. During
the forenoon [ dropped In upon Cleme
cnshlor af the l‘-‘-
3 We had be
i , nd I goneral
called on him \\lrl‘h in the eliy, ]!.]1
tme T led the conversatlon to Kalb,
Krunte &% tse that
B! recelved

o,

on the pre

il

from them relntive
to  some  recommendsd  Investmont,
| Clement knew K well nrd favore-

Jtenl the

1% At

. amd my
th

by birth l-ur a
rither deoply Intere It i
matters. If hls symipnthies at all
ry onnry he  had re-
fratned from stich open oxfires-
o The firm had made n speclalty
--f handling Somh Ameriean huslness
and hsd Intimate tonne et hons
It Rio nnd Bue y The
eon ranked high In  finaoclal
clrele
“The predent wor must have cost
thou u eather heavy bws,”™ T hazarded,
“However, this ls nothing to m Ry
the way, Clemetit, do yon chance to

Enow of o Gung street In this town?"

“Oans? That I& 6 new one on me.
Try the clty et iry—there on the
edge of the desk,”

The name was not to be found, nop
any other appronching It in sound or
speiling. and I floaliy drifeed ont onto
the street,
I first entornd. 1 made one more offort,
howover, telephoning to o detective

J it whom | knew well, us to the
present whereabouts of Tvan Walilron,
The Inst heard of Waldeon, he was In
West Virginin, speaking to striking
tolners; thut was less than a weelk
agn: he had not heon seen in the clty
sinee,

The whole affulr looked hopeless,
About all T could do would be to send
the torn note to the proper suthoritles
In Washington, with a statement of
how It enme Into wy possession, and
let them dispose of the matter |n any
wuy they dectnsd hest. 1 wrole such
4 letter earefully on hotel statlonery,
and went down to mul! It In the loliby.
Before disposing of 1t In the malibox
1 encountersd the manager, Burke, nnd
Stopped for 8 word. We were still
talkiug when a bellboy came up hur-
rledly with a message, Buarke turned,

“What Is It, George?”

“Thut Gans street party Iy on the
wire, sir”

“Oh, all right. Excuse me, Sovern,
but I've been trying to get connestion
for an hour.”

“But wult a minute” my veins tine
gling. “INd be say Gons sirect? Where
Is that? There s o such nome In the
city directo=y."

T ns!
I'm coming."

I thrust the unmalled Jetter tnto my
pocket, und xat down, stiaring st the
erowil In the lobby, but entirely Indif-
forent o thelr presonce. Hers nt lenst
wans fin opening, & chanee—inng ytreet
was In Jersey Clty, Then It was not
nll a dream, T would at least look over
the ground before I gave up In despalr,
for T hod stuwmbled upon s woy out of
the blind alley—LGans strect, Jorsoy
City.

CHAPTER I1.
A Man and a Woman.
It was lute In the nfternoon, the day
dark. with a chilly wind Wowing off

i the river, when I ronched Jetsey ity

- - S g A

renlly no wiser than when !

Why, over In Jorsey, Yes, I

The fest pollcemnn encountered gnve
wie wll nevessary divectlons, so that 1
Allghted] rom a strowl cor within n
block of my destinntion, A ssloon on
the upper corner of the block fur
minhivd e the oecessary  elaw, and,
slig W s o warker, §osuccesdnd i
tricing buck untll satistied | bhad thas
Psifely located "STR" I was s abans
o faetory, bhullt of brick, (wo sto-
rles high, evidently extending over cone
shdernble groumd at the rear, but with
o Trontnge not o exceed forty feel
Tho lower windows w bowrded up,
a number of those in the second story
broken, nod the maln entrance, large
covugh for the passnge of 4 wolor
teuck, was tghtly secured by an L
wiense lron bar. A swaller door (o the
right nlone offered wony possibility of

entranee, although 1K was  tightly
lumianl
To all outward sppenrances  the

plaee hd been unoecupled for months,
nod perhaps years, From the sidewnlk
It wns lmpossible to galp any gllmpse
withln, Oaly one diseovery served to
convines me thut I might be on the
right track—that 1 had oot been en-
tirely deeslved, A small slgn, so covs
I ervd with dust and dirt as to be plmost
unrvadable, was nalled over the smaller
deor,  In the growing dusk | was
obliged to study It intently to declpher
‘ the words, but finully wmade them out
lettor by lotter:

"OFFICE ALVA MALLEABLE IRON
COMPANY.™

Here wns 4 strange eolneldont, 1f
nothlng more, for Gustave Alva hnd
beett otie of the muines signed on the
hotel reglster. Beyond doubt this old
abandoned lron foundry was hls prop-
erty, and what better spot coulil be
selected In which to meet and concoet
u scheme of erime?  Whnt u place to
hide arms for shipment.  Whatever
doubt 1 may have felt reganding my
veuture vublshied in the presence of
thut wnusual name, This waos ungues-
tionably the place namel in the letter
ns & reiidezvous here was where the
reciplent of that letter was to go and
recelve Instructions; where he was (o
use the mysterioes raps, and the coun-
tersign “Cervantes,” in order to gain
ndmittance. The knowledge that |
was sctunlly upon the threshold of
such s discwvery brought with It & de
| termination not to lose the advantage.
But what could 1 do? Whut furthes
steps might be safoly taken aloae?

(To Be Continued.)

NOTICE OF SHERIFIF'S SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON, FOR DES
CHUTES COUNTY

RENSCHER J
Pluintifef i

Y& L]
]

GEORGE

WILCE R THOMAS nd
AMY THOMAB, his wite
Detondunt. )
By wirtue of an oxecution, Judg
t order d decree and order of
gl il the above ontitls
court in the
me directed
of Septemb
ment and 4
ol on th
1921 in favi )
wum of $A88 e
Bt the rate of eight por ceut per ne
uum from and after Feliry
1921, and the Turthe um of
ntrorneys Lo or ecost 1
burs onts taxed and allowed here
In in the sum of §16.59 and the conts |
on and upon sald writ com nding

me to make gale of the [ollowing des
eribed real property situate, lyving
and belng in  the county of Dos
chutes, State of Oregon and more
particularly deseribed i Tollows, to-
wit:

Lote and 28 In bleek 4, Au
brey Helghts, nccording to the duly
recorded map and plat thereof on
file and of record In the office of
the county clerk of sald Déschutes
county. Htute of Oregon
' NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of
| aald execution, Judgment order, de-
eree and order of sale and in com-
! pliance with the commands of sald
writ, T will on Monday the 24th day

Make
The Oregon
~ Your Hotel

WHEN IN
PORTLAND

Papular Spacious Lobby

At the Center of
Everything
BROADWAY at Stark St.
-

We suggast you write, phone or Wire
for reservations,

ARTHUR H. MEYERS, Manager

of Oetober,

1921 ot 10 o'cloek a. m, |docree, Interest, atiorneys fook, eonts
nt the front door of the eonrt house [and neeralng cosis
Démeliutes sounty, regon, Dated nt Dend, thin 23rd

in

| eanh

Interont, which the swithin namoedsdo- |
| Fendanas,
r!ill‘! dwtn
foreclossd

|

hapd,
woll al publie suetion,
.dvllupunm o the Inulu-ul biddey for |

Chregon,
day of Seplombor, 1821

8 E ROBERTSA,
Deseliuion connty,

subjeet to ro

I hand, all the vight, kg upd Shurltt of O

or olither of them had op | B90
of mortignge  heroln Paie of lll sl publication Hoptome.
to-wit: Fohruary 7, 192, bor 34, 182
oF alnee that date, had In and to the Ite of I..--l publication, ODelober
above deseribed promdses (oo satinfy | 15, 1921

exncution, Judgmont order aud S0 10010d8-11%
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Ex-Service Men

who are applying for the loan with
which to build or buy homes in
Bend need not wait? for the mon-
ey from the State,  We have a plan
which will allow immediate posses.
sion of good, modern houses, Titles
guaranteed,

The Shevlin-Hixon Companj_f

“My women folks don't tog up like
they used to on wash day, with all those
mussy aprons and things—**

"l bet l know the reason-
you got a Laun-Dry-Ene?**

“Whar?

“'nl.ﬂ': ALY
wlves!"”

have

How’d you guess it 2*'

we've got une our-

The Lavm. Diry-Fite b the electric waih.
1

at o the  «lothes

Lot ua

1\ AME
Phone No.

machine t
wt P

e L Ul

gve you & de

DEALER'S
Street Address
H .5"

1 A | 7" “" "‘T

| ‘| ' WASHES .AND DRIES WITHOUT/A WRINGER

CARLSON & LYONS

I}I'llrlilnl.tl‘l {ur “u:]'mtr'. Crook and jf!l‘cu wn Countier

“If it hay a wringer
it iam'ta Lawn. liry
Ene™

BUTTER

MADE IN BEND

Is a Pure, Wholesome, Sanitary Produet,
deserving

e
i

of Bend's undivided support.

"‘ Chmmzm&pﬁrm CREAMERY,
BEND. OREGON,

WRLEWN B Y

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR
BEND MADE BUTTER.

It Always Satisfies

SATISFACTION

is the essential factor in

Auto Repair Work

THE BEST WORK FOR
THE LEAST MONEY

That is what you get from us,

We Specialize in Dodge Repair Work
e ———————————

A. W. Bontrager

135 Greenwood Avenue




