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“It could take a couple of years 
before the Supreme Court hears a 
challenge,” Rowan noted. “While 
waiting, Oregonians would be 
deprived of their right to self-de-
fense. In the meantime, those with 
ill intentions are still going to get a 
gun, ignoring the provisions for back-
ground checks and safety training.”

The $65 fee associated with the 
measure won’t cover even half of the 
cost of implementing it, Rowan said. 
The Oregon State Sheriffs’ Associ-
ation estimated the first year cost at 
$40 million. The OSSA opposes the 
measure, and the Oregon Association 
Chiefs of Police might join them, he 
commented.

“If a citizen of Pendleton needs 
a gun for self-defense, who is going 
to provide the services required by 
the measure?” Rowan asked. “City 
police forces lack the time, money 
and staff. The unfunded, mandated 
safe handling and storage instruc-
tion is an attempt to stall people in 
purchasing a firearm.”

Rowan said he prefers applying 
stricter penalties on and enforcement 
of firearms laws already on the books.

“Again, it’s all in how the picture 
is painted,” he concluded. “If it’s 
pitched as stopping gun violence, 
then voters might buy into it. Oppo-
nents must emphasize education on 
the measure’s impact. High-capacity 
magazines are common for legitimate 
purposes. I hope voters don’t repeat 
the errors of Measure 110, but will 
realize what else is in it.”

The initiative does not estimate 
the cost or analyze its impact on small 
local police departments.

The Oregon State Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation estimated even if a person 
could somehow complete the 
required training, the permitting 
process could cost sheriffs almost 
$40 million annually. But nothing in 
the measure provides any funding, 
and the fees included would not come 
close to covering the costs.

“Numerous police departments 
and sheriff’s offices have agreed that 
complying with this measure will 
either be exorbitantly expensive or 
impossible,” Starrett said. “None have 
said they will be offering the train-
ing required to apply for the permit 
to purchase, which sheriffs and local 
police will be tasked with adminis-
tering.”

Mass shootings boost 
initiative drive

In early May, the almost all-vol-
unteer Initiative Petition 17 to get the 
proposals on the ballot had gathered 
less than a third of the required signa-
tures, Oregon Public Broadcasting 
reported. But that changed dramati-
cally after shootings in Buffalo, New 
York and Uvalde, Texas.

Volunteers and donations poured 
in, and the number of signatures 
ballooned, according to OPB. By 
late June, organizers said they had 
collected sufficient signatures to get 
the measure on the ballot. Yet they 
continued the effort to ensure there 
were enough, in case the Oregon 
Secretary of State disqualified some. 
State officials check and validate 
every signature.

The initiative would close the 
so-called Charleston loophole by 
requiring people to pass a back-
ground check before buying a gun, 
The Oregonian reported in May.

Under current federal law, fire-
arms dealers can sell guns without 
a completed background check if it 
takes longer than three business days, 
measure proponents said. That’s how 
the gunman in the 2015 Charleston 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
mass shooting bought the Glock 41 
.45 cal. pistol with which he killed 
nine parishioners.

Critics contend measure 
threatens legal gun owners

The measure would enact a law 
requiring a permit issued by a local 
law enforcement agency to purchase 

any firearm. Applicants would 
have to pay a fee, be fingerprinted, 
complete safety training, and pass a 
criminal background check.

In addition, the applicant must 
complete a hands-on demonstration 
of basic firearms handling to qualify.

“In order to obtain the permit, 
an applicant would have to show up 
with a firearm to demonstrate the 
ability to load, fire, unload, and store 
the firearm,” Williamson, a Salem 
trial attorney specializing in gun 
law, said. “But you can’t get a fire-
arm without the permit. And under 
Oregon’s highly restrictive gun stor-
age laws, no one can legally loan a 
firearm to another. That creates an 
impassable barrier.”

H.K. Kahng of Portland served 
on a   five-person committee to write 
the measure 500-word explanatory 
statement to appear in the voters’ 
guide this fall. Kahng, an engineer 
and National Rifle Association fire-
arms instructor, said the permit 
and training programs create an 
unfunded mandate with no enforce-
ment measures.

“The measure calls upon the 
Oregon State Police to come up 
with these (permitting and training) 
programs, but there’s no consequence 
if they don’t, and there’s no time 
frame for coming up with them,” 
Kahng said during the committee’s 
July 26 meeting.

Williamson also expressed 
concerns the permit system grants 
the Oregon State Police “unfettered 
authority” to inquire into all manner 
of personal information of the appli-
cant and to deny the applicant the 
permit for any reason or for simply 
failing to cooperate.

“No information is off limits,” he 
claimed. “The introduction of highly 
subjective criteria in (the measure) 
allows the government significant 
authority to intrude into the private 
lives of law-abiding citizens wish-
ing to exercise their protected rights 
under the Second Amendment.”

Opponents also argue that 
language describing the magazine 
ban creates confusion.

The measure allows “registered 
owners” of magazines that hold more 
than 10 rounds to retain them so long 
as they were purchased before the 
ban.

“But how do you prove when you 
purchased a magazine?” William-
son asked. “There is no magazine 
‘registration.’ They don’t have serial 
numbers. There’s no way for the aver-
age person to prove they had it before 
the law was passed. That means citi-
zens must prove their innocence.”

Lawfully owned magazines that 
exceed 10 rounds may not be used 
for self-defense outside the home. 
Under the measure, possession would 
be restricted to the owner’s property, 
at a gunsmith, on a private shooting 
range or during a firearms compe-
tition.

“The minute you leave the house, 
that 15-round magazine is now ille-
gal, and you could be arrested and 
charged with a misdemeanor for each 
magazine in your possession because 
you’re not in your home or at a gun 
range,” Williamson explained. “And 
you could be charged multiple times 
for the same magazines since maga-
zines do not contain identifying 
markings.”

“So that could make an otherwise 
legal gun-owner a criminal over-
night,” Kahng commented.

“But they would have time to 
turn those magazines in,” commit-
tee member Margaret Onley 
commented. She’s an Oregon labor 
and employment attorney who 
supports the measure.

In the end, the committee voted 
3 to 2 to adopt the explanatory 
language with minor changes and 
submitted it to the Oregon Secretary 
of State for final approval, leaving 
opponents frustrated.

“I don’t think you’ll find any 
precedent in U.S. history in which 
a citizen has to go through so many 
hoops to exercise Constitutional 
rights,” Williamson said. “This is 
the first of its kind, and if it passes, 
it will wind up in court.”
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Water pools Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, on the 400 block of Southeast 

Dorion Avenue, Pendleton, due to fire hoses running to the blaze at the 

nearby flour mill.

A view from nearby

Arnold Wardwell owns AEW 
Welding and Custom Fabrication, 
514 S.E. Emigrant Ave., inside 
Lapp’s Auto Body Repair across the 
avenue from Grain Craft’s elevator.

“This morning at about 6, I 
saw pictures of the flour mill on 
fire online,” Wardwell said. “I was 
watching when I left for work.”

Wardwell went to school with a 
farmer whom he helps out during 
harvest.

“My son runs the welding shop 
while I’m working harvest,” he said. 
“We had some equipment in the 
shop not covered by insurance, so we 
needed to get it out. Also a friend’s 
trailer.”

That was around 8:30 to 9 a.m.
“We got out before the whole 

perimeter was set up,” he said. “The 
fire department went up on the roof 
to put out embers. My son was there 
when the fire started yesterday after-
noon, with white smoke, before it 
burst into flames early this morning.”

Wardwell said he hopes his son 
could get back to work Aug. 11

“We’ve got some projects that we 
need to get done soon,” he said.

Building integrity  
becomes the question

Buildings at the mill began to 
collapse around 9:30 a.m. Pierotti 
said there was a concern about a full 
building collapse.

“After roof collapse, the build-
ing is burning down from the inte-
rior, which works for us,” he said, 
“reduces threat to exposed build-
ings.”

He added firefighters think the 
full interior collapsed but could not 
confirm because no one has gone 
inside.

Umatilla County Sheriff’s 
Office brought in its search and 
rescue drone to look for hot spots 
and check the integrity of the build-
ing, as firefighters continued to pour 
water on the north side. Resources 
began pulling back around 9:45 a.m. 
and sending outside agencies back 
to their jurisdictions,

“They feel like it’s under control 
enough,” Pendleton Police Chief 
Chuck Byram said at the scene.

Pendleton Fire Lt. paramedic 
Jared Uselman was one of the 
people working with the drone. He 
said the whole building was a shell, 
and on the south side where there’s 
office spaces fires were burning. 
Pendleton fire was not sending in 
people because the risk of collapse 
was too high.

Fire could burn for days

Umatilla County closed the 
courthouse, 216 S.E. Fourth St., 
and the emergency prompted the 
closures of roads in a four-block 
radius around the mill. Umatilla 
County Commissioner John Shafer 
said the county opened the court-
house to rehab firefighters.

The Oregon Department of 
Human Services reported it closed 
its office in the state building at 800 
S.E. Emigrant due to the fire. Staff 
were working remotely and attempt-
ing to contact and/or reschedule 
people with in-person appointments.

Pierotti said the fire could burn 
for days. The building was mostly 
heavy lumber, and even if it rained, 
it would not help much.

There was concern Tuesday and 
early Wednesday morning about 
the risk of an explosion from wheat 
dust, he also said.

A dust explosion and ensuing 
conflagration on July 21, 1947, on 
the second floor of what then was 
the Western Milling Company 
leveled the facility and caused fires 
that threatened a southeast Pendle-
ton residential neighborhood and the 
county courthouse. Pierotti said that 
threat ebbed as Aug. 10 wore on.

But the collapse of the building 
was possible, so crews were keep-
ing a zone clear in case the structure 
came down.

The rest of Aug. 10, he said, fire-
fighters would focus on flare ups.

“We’ll be discussing options with 
the ownership tomorrow,” he said.
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Angela Davis said this chunk of de-

bris from the fire at the Pendleton 

flour mill struck her home at about 

8 a.m. She said she lives about a 

block from the fire and was watch-

ing it from her yard when the hunk 

of metal flew through the air, hit 

the front porch roof and landed 

on the ground.

PENDLETON FLOUR 
MILLS HISTORY

The roots of Pendleton Flour 

Mills reach back to 1910 as 

Fisher Flour. The company sold 

bagged flour in the Pacific 

Northwest. Over the years, 

Pendleton Flour Mills devel-

oped a strong distribution net-

work that evolved to specialize 

in bulk shipments via trucks, 

rail and ocean containers.

The present structure on the 

railroad tracks in Pendleton 

was built in the 1920s.

The mills became known for 

its highly successful Power 

and Mondako brands, plus 

its dedication to providing 

personalized customer service 

and superior products. These 

included premium hard and 

soft wheat flour, and propri-

etary blends manufactured 

specifically to meet customers’ 

needs.

In the 1970s, Kerr Pacific Corp. 

bought Pendleton Flour Mills 

from General Foods Corp. Mil-

ner Milling Co. was formed in 

Georgia in the 1990s. In 2001, 

Milner formed a joint venture 

with the Pendleton operation, 

which also acquired Fisher 

Mills Inc. that year.

Grain Craft was established in 

May 2014, when Milner and its 

partner Pendleton Flour Mills 

acquired Cereal Food Proces-

sors Inc., of Mission Woods, 

Kansas. This brought together 

three of the most prominent 

independent milling com-

panies in the country. The 

company was owned by G&L 

Holdings, a family holding 

company.

Grain Craft, the largest inde-

pendent milling company in 

the U.S., on June 21, 2022, an-

nounced its parent company 

had entered into an agree-

ment to have Redwood Capital 

Investment LLC acquire Grain 

Craft. Terms of the transaction 

were not disclosed, baking-

business.com reported.

Based in Baltimore, Red-

wood Capital Investments is 

a holding company that has 

invested in long-standing, fam-

ily-owned businesses across 

a range of industries. Grain 

Craft will continue to operate 

as an independent business 

following the transaction, the 

company said.

Kathy Aney/East Oregonian

Smoke pours from the Grain Craft flour mill in Pendleton the morning 

of Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, as firefighters work to control the blaze.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  

1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoP
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE

$69

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 


