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Each morning, he spent 
almost two hours sucking up 
50-70 gallons of water. Finally, 
when the stream showed no 
sign of abating, he brought 
in a sump pump about three 
months after the fl ood started.

The water continues to 
fl ow at about the same rate, 
rain or shine.

Fouquette, former owner 
of Dean’s Athletic Dean 
Fouquette in downtown 
Pendleton, moved to 911 N.W. 
Despain Ave. at age 12 with 
his family in 1965 and eventu-
ally he bought the house from 
his parents. In the many years 
his family owned the home, 
only one other time did a seri-
ous water problem arise.

“Water was streaming into 
the house like it was coming 
out of a hose like it is now,” 
Fouquette said. “Lo and 
behold, it was a broken water 
line. That’s what I think it is. 
The city has tried but I think 
the city is unable with their 
equipment to fi nd the broken 
water line.”

Searching for the source of 
all this water, he considered 
a two-block street project on 
nearby 10th Street, which is 
uphill. He assumed the work-
ers had sliced into a water line.

“The city tore up 10th 
Street from Despain up to 
Furnish, two full blocks,” 
he said. “There were back-
hoes and rollers and pound-
ers and you name it. They 
were digging and digging and 
digging.”

Pendleton Public Works 
Director Bob Patterson said 
Fouquette’s case is unusual. 
Patterson is something of an 
expert on how water flows 
down the North Hill. He brings 
up a topographic map of the 
area onto his computer screen 
and moves his hand down the 
hill and across to mimic the 
underground flow of water 
after heavy rainfall. He circled 
his fi nger around homes on 
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth 
and Ninth streets from Bailey 
Avenue as high up the hill as 
Furnish Avenue. Many of the 
homeowners use sump pumps 

to deal with fl ooding water, 
a problem that seems to be 
getting worse for at least one 
homeowner.

Heidi Zeigler lives on 
Northwest Ninth Street, a 
block away from Fouquette. 
She said her house needed one 
sump pump when she bought 
the house fi ve years ago. Now 
she has three.

“Even in the summer, it 
doesn’t dry up,” Zeigler said. 
“I have a pipe running outside 
my house and it dumps it into 
my yard. Sump pumps go off  
every three minutes.”

This year’s especially wet 
spring didn’t help.

“We have springs that 
develop when we have storm 
events,” Patterson said. 
“We’ve had a very wet winter 
and a very wet spring, we’re 
still seeing these high amounts 
of fl ow on the surface.”

Fouquet te’s  house, 
however, is not normally 
prone to fl ooding.

“Dean’s on a little knob,” 
Patterson said. “His case is a 
head-scratcher.”

City water workers, under 
the supervision of Patter-
son and Water Superinten-
dent Sean Tarter, set out to 
solve the mystery. Listening 
devices called leak loggers 
helped in the search. The 
magnetic, 4-inch-long cylin-
ders are placed near waterlines 
to listen for sound frequency 
that might indicate a leak. 
Information is transmitted 
wirelessly.

City water crews generally 
do electronic listening of the 
waterlines each year during 
the spring to detect problems 
that arise during the winter.

“We listened to the water 
system all across the North 
Hill,” Patterson said. “Sean 
also sent out crews to actually 
check meters and see if we had 
any that were spinning.”

“The devices listen in the 
middle of the night (during 
winter when there is no irriga-
tion) when people are asleep,” 
Tarter said. “The system is 
fully charged, but kind of 
dormant.”

The crews did this at least 
twice in Fouquette’s area to no 
avail.

Fouquette dug up his 
backyard in a quest to fi nd 

the elusive fl ow, hired experts 
to weigh in and had his water 
tested for chlorine. Nothing 
panned out. He still spends 
more time with his shop vac 
than with some of his closest 
friends, many of whom are 
dispensing free advice on his 
fl ooding woes.

“It’s been a team eff ort,” 
he said, grinning.

Though Fouquette is 
frustrated, he hasn’t lost his 
trademark sense of humor. 
After Arne Swanson, of 
Arne’s Sewer and Septic 
Services, inspected the situ-
ation, Swanson had humor-
ous signs printed and planted 
them in Fouquette’s lawn. 
They read “Fouquette’s Spar-
kling Water. A gift from who 
knows where. Our own Arte-
sian Spring. Your bottles or 
Ours. The mystery tonic.”

When I came home from 
playing golf one day, there 
were these signs,” Fouquette 
said. “I laughed when I saw 
it. Neighbors got a pretty 
good chuckle too.”

Patterson said he under-
stands Fouquette’s frustra-
tion and belief that a city 
waterline is involved, but 
has no evidence of that being 
the case.

“Dean said he was getting 
about 200 gallons a day at the 
house — 1-2 cups a minute. 
We would be able to detect 
that kind of leak in our water 
main by listening with our 
devices. We would have a 
crack or a break or a slit or 
a loose fi tting or something 
where water would be spray-
ing and making that hissing 
sound. We did not unfortu-
nately fi nd anything. We’re 
still waiting for things to dry 
out so we can circle back.”

Tarter said the city will 
keep collecting data.

When a resident calls with 
water issue, he said, “we try 
and remedy the problem. We 
don’t let anything go.”

Fouquette said water 
continues to flow into his 
home at the same rate, no 
matter the weather.

“The city’s been cordial. 
Those guys have tried, I 
know they’ve tried,” he 
said. “I just wonder if there’s 
some other better equipment 
that could fi nd it.”
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As he fi nished his set, the 
sunlight faded and the event 
lights blinded nearly every-
one in the city as headliner 
Eric Church saluted Pendle-
ton with his award-winning 
country music. Church’s 
light show only caused the 
crowd to roar even louder.

People from all over the 
West Coast traveled for the 
event, with many comment-
ing on how alive the setting 
felt. 

“It’s awesome, amazing 
atmosphere,” Jack Liles, 
a country music fan who 
drove nearly four hours 
to come to the event, said, 
“Way better (than last 
year).”

“I’ve been coming 
here three years,” Pend-
leton-born and Por t-
land-based photojournalist 
Diana Thompson said, “and 
it gets better and better 
every year.” 

Event manager Corey 
shared that sentiment. Ever 
since it started in 2016, the 

Whisky Fest has grown bit 
by bit, proving the Pendle-
ton Round-Up Grounds are 
suitable for multiple uses.

“The idea of the event 
originally was that we 
wanted to try to make this 
a community event,” Corey 
said. “We wanted to bring 
good music to Pendleton.” 

Community members 
from the Rotary Club to 
the Pendleton High School 
baseball team attended the 
event. Despite the grow-
ing size of the music fest, 
Corey and McAnally try to 

keep everything local. Most 
press staff covering the 
event hailed from Oregon 
or the Walla Walla area. 

That community atmo-
sphere mixed with the many 
people traveling to Pend-
leton to see their favorite 
artists created a fun atmo-
sphere, showing again 
there’s more to Pendleton 
than one of the most impres-
sive large outdoor rodeos in 
North America.

It’s enough to make 
Macklemore see why he 
came out here. 
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Thousands of people gather Saturday, July 9, 2022, at the Pendleton Whisky Music Festi-

val, at Round-Up Stadium in Pendleton.
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Nate Bodsford starts off  the performers Saturday, July 9, 

2022, for Pendleton Whisky Music Fest in Pendleton.
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*Audiotone® Pro not included **Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification.†Our hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are 
always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor. Hearing 
Aids must be returned within 30 days after delivery for a 100% refund. 

Our Quality Is Timeless.
This Price Isn’t!

Another Great Way to Save
Make Your Appointment Today!

~ OR ~

BUY 1 GET 1
50% Off

Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.
Don’t miss out on this amazing offer.

Hurry offer ends

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® representatives. One coupon per purchase. No other offers
or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-5, ME-4, ME-3, 

and ME-2 Solutions Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires

Once in a while I come across a product
I think is excellent, and my Miracle-Ear
hearing aids are one of those things.

Save on one of our
smallest custom digital

hearing aids!

Now Only

$895!
HURRY! Offer ends

Valid on model Audiotone® Pro CIC

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per
purchase. May not be combined with other offers and does not
apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer Expires 
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Miracle-Ear Quality
For $895. Why Wait?
Hearing is believing! Right now, for a very limited
time, you can get a fully digital, genuine Miracle-Ear®

hearing aid for less than $900. This is one of our
smallest, most discreet hearing solutions. Complete
with Miracle-Ear sound quality, custom fitting and a
comprehensive service and warranty program. Don’t

wait, this special offer ends July 31, 2019

Experience the
Brand America Trusts.
At Miracle-Ear, we’ve been helping people hear
better** for over 65 years. So when you visit any one
of our 1200 locations across America, you’re sure to
receive the friendly, professional service and the
personalized hearing solutions we’re famous for.

Getting Started.
It’s Free and Easy.
At Miracle-Ear, we make our process comfortable and
convenient. We also offer you a variety of valuable
services–at no charge.

• Stays charged all day long

• No more hearing aid batteries.

Offered on LI RIC
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Services include:

FREE Ear Canal Inspections†

A miniature camera “tours”
your ear canal. You may not
have a hearing loss, it may be
nothing more than earwax.

FREE Hearing Test†

A complete hearing test that
reveals where you need
hearing help. Recommended
annually.

So Little Can Do So Much!

100% INVISIBLE
Don’t be fooled by the small size.
The Miracle-Ear MirageTM features
amazingly advanced and powerful
micro-technology, all wrapped up
in our tiniest hearing aid ever!

Perfect for active lifestyles
• Noisy restaurants
Plays, movies, recitals
Conversation in the car
Cards & board games
Recreation around water
Talking while exercising
And that’s just the start!
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