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Ezra Meeker Oregon Trail time capsule to be opened June 23

By DICK MASON
The Observer

LA GRANDE — Ezra Meeker,
the famous pioneer who spent the
later part of his life memorializing the
Oregon Trail and reviving memories
of it as storyteller, may have one more
tale to share.

People opening a time capsule
Meeker left in La Grande in 1906
could discover a note or message
from the frontiersman that he wanted
people to see in the future. The time
capsule is set to be opened at 110
Walnut St. at 1 p.m. on Thursday,
June 23. The event will be at the site of
a stone Oregon Trail marker Meeker
dedicated on April 10, 1906, one
which had interior space at its base for
atime capsule. Little is known about
what the time capsule may contain.

“The only thing we know is that
it may have the dedication speech
the mayor of La Grande gave,” said
Ronnie Allen, a La Grande local
historian who has done extensive
research on Meeker’s stone markers
and is a member of the Oregon-Cali-
fornia Trails Association.

Allen has organized the time
capsule opening event with major
help Dale Counsell, of La Grande, a
fellow local history aficionado. Coun-
sell said the Oregon Trail has special
meaning to him because a number of
his relatives came to the Northwest on
the Oregon Trail.

A time capsule of distinction

The stone marker is among 35
Meeker set up along the Oregon Trail
during the three journeys he made
across the United States to promote

Stu Spence, left, the city of La Grande Parks and Recreation director, and Ronnie Allen, a local historian, exam-
ine an Oregon Trail stone marker Friday, June 17, 2022, that Ezra Meeker put up in 1906 on Walnut Street in La
Grande. Parks and recreation will help open a time capsule in the marker on June 23.

no trouble finding it after reading
about it in books and online. Jenni-
fer Boyd said that in the summer
five or six people a week come to
her house asking about the marker.

The Oregon Trail was close to
Meeker’s heart because he had
taken the route west from lowa in
1852 when he was a young man.
He later settled in what is now
Puyallup, Washington, and was the
town’s first mayor.

In the 1880s, he made and lost
a fortune growing and marketing
hops. Meeker then went to Alaska
to look for gold, returned and exper-
imented with dehydrated foods. He
took up writing, producing at least
five books before he died.

Meeker made his 1906 stop in
La Grande while on an eastbound
trip along the Oregon Trail in an
ox-drawn wagon. He made a second
trip across the trail by wagon, and
still later retraced portions of it in
an automobile.

At 94, he made the trip by
airplane. He flew over the trail in a
week. His 1852 journey took seven
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efforts to preserve the overland route.

The stone marker on Walnut
Street may be the only one Meeker
put up that had a time capsule.

“It is the only marker that had
a time capsule, according to his
diaries,” Allen said.

The time capsule will be opened
with assistance from the La Grande
Parks and Recreation Department,
which will be using a backhoe for
the work, according to Stu Spence,
the department director.

Once the contents of the time

capsule are removed they will
be replaced by items Allen and
Counsel have collected for a new
time capsule. They will include an
Oregon Trail brochure, a copy of
the Overland Journal (a quarterly
publication of the Oregon-Califor-
nia Association) plus items that are
or recently have been integral parts
of our daily lives today including two
face masks, a COVID-19 home test
kit, an iPhone, a $2 bill and a quarter.
Allen said he is not sure if all of these
items will fit into the time capsule.

months.
Once the new time capsule items Meeker died in December 1928,
are placed in the stoner marker, it  at the age of 97.

will be reinstalled in the exact place
it is now, Allen said.
The marker is in the front yard of
the home of Jack and Jennifer Boyd.
“I am so excited,” Jennifer Boyd
said of her anticipation of the time
capsule opening.

Attracting
Oregon Trail fans

The stone marker is easy to miss
but many Oregon Trail fans have

Boyd said a story from a 1906
edition of The Observer indicates
that about 600 people attended the
dedication ceremony for the stone
marker on what is now Walnut
Street. She hopes that a crowd at
least that big will be present for the
June 23 time capsule opening.

“Ezra Meeker would be so
thrilled to know that part of the
history he kept alive still excites
people,” she said.
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