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Under the Nazis, every-
one 10 and older had to get 
ID cards. By acting indignant 
when asked if he were Jewish, 
her father managed not to get 
a “J” stamped on his.

Bloomfield had three 
brothers, Claas, born in 1934, 
Bert in 1938 and Tom in 1940.

Their circumstances grew 
progressively worse. Her dad 
kept his job for a while. Shell 
continued to pay him, even 
though he couldn’t work later 
in the war. They suffered 
wartime food and fuel short-
ages and German soldiers 
conducting searches, sweeps 
and roundups. One neigh-
bor was a Dutch collaborator 
with the occupiers.

Family sends her away

Shortages worsened. 
Bloomfi eld’s father made her 
shoes from wooden planks in 
the attic fl oor.

Bloomfi eld said her family 
sent her three times to live 
with strangers. Her parents 
feared the situation in The 
Hague had become too 
dangerous for her and her 
siblings to stay there. They 
might be outed as Jews at 
any time.

Her older brother was sent 
away fi rst. Her parents didn’t 
tell their children the real 
reason why they were being 
sent to the country. They said 
it was for lack of food.

“Imagine how little kids 
would feel,” Paster said. 
“What did we do wrong? 
Don’t you love us?”

The first time, Bloom-
fi eld went south to near the 
Belgian border, to stay with 
a couple without children. 
When it became riskier to 
hide children, they returned 
her home.

“In Eastern Europe, the 
Nazis killed people who hid 
children,” Bloomfi eld said. 
“In the Netherlands, the 
penalty wasn’t always death, 
but the consequences were 
severe.”

Her family decided to send 
her away again, this time to 
a farm up north. There she 
stayed with a family that 
took good care of her. They 
had a daughter about her age. 
Bloomfi eld had never tasted 
pork, but loved it. The rich 
food made the starved little 
girl sick, so she was once 

again sent home. 
Her father was in the 

Dutch Resistance. People 
could enter a library with-
out suspicion, so he became 
a conduit of information 
for the Underground. At 8, 
Bloomfi eld said she carried 
two “newspapers” — fi ling 
cards with intelligence, to 
contacts after dark, but before 
the 8 p.m. curfew.

If out after then, she’d be 
shot.

She saw two men try to 
evade detention by German 
soldiers beneath an under-
pass.

“It didn’t work,” she said. 
“They got pushed up on the 
wall, and they got shot.”

Bloomfi eld made it home 
without being caught, but she 
was too scared to work as a 
courier anymore. Her father 
decided she was no longer 
safe in The Hague.

Leaving a third time

Her mother gave her a coat 
and a fl annel sheet to make 
warm clothing. Her father 
acquired used shoes with the 
toes cut out.

The third time Bloomfi eld 
was sent away, she said she 

went north again to Heeren-
veen on a bus full of other 
children, and a man she 
knew. The bus was bombed. 
The man was bleeding from 
his ear. Her new coat was torn 
in many places, but she didn’t 
get a scratch. She and another 
girl ran from the bus. They 
were let into the third house 
they approached and waited 
until it was safe again.

When she returned to 
the bus, only seven children 
remained, but they resumed 
their journey. By the time 
Bloomfield arrived at her 
new refuge, she had lice and 
was hungry. Food and fuel 
were scarce. In the morn-
ings she would go to the soup 
kitchen for food and warmth. 
There was no way for her to 
contact anyone she knew, so 
she continued to live in fear 
and hunger.

“For a year, from 9 to 10, I 
didn’t grow an inch,” Bloom-
fi eld said.

Hitler was punishing the 
Netherlands for its support 
of the Allies after their liber-
ation of part of the Nether-
lands in September 1944. She 
witnessed the Germans evacu-
ating the Netherlands in 1945.  

The British Army liber-
ated Heerenveen, but it didn’t 
have enough food to share. 
Neither did the Canadians, 
who followed. Bloomfield 
foraged for food. If she found 
a turnip or potato, she dusted 
it off  and ate it raw.

Finally, the Americans 
arrived and took pity on a 
lousy, scrawny girl with 
frightful hair, a coat shot full 
of holes and her toes sticking 
out. They dusted her hair with 
insecticide DDT and told her 
not to wash it for three days.

“The bread with butter 
was the best cake I ever had,” 
she said.

One day, she was told to 
report to a truck. There she 
met her youngest brother, 
now 5, who, unbeknownst to 
her, had also been sent north. 
They returned home together.

Nothing the same
 after liberation

Back with her family, 
Bloomfi eld asked where her 
toys had gone, including her 
scooter. Her parents explained 
she now had a baby sister, 
Henny, but her starved mother 
couldn’t make milk, so they 
farmed out the infant. The 
family that agreed to take her 
demanded all Bloomfi eld’s 
toys.

“It took Anneke three 
years to reestablish a relation-
ship with her father,” Paster 
said. “They took long walks 
together, but she was never 
able to bond with her mother.”

Bloomfi eld said that she 
wasn’t able to eat normally 
until she was 31.

Her older brother was the 
most damaged, she said. He 
kept running away to the 
farm family that had fostered 
him. Then, at 18, he left for 
Alberta, fi nding work as a 
truck driver in Calgary.

When she turned 20, 
Bloomfield also went to 
Canada. She was able to 
track Claas down. Against 
her father’s wishes, she stayed 
in Canada, married a Swede, 
adopted a son and moved to 
Phoenix, Arizona, with her 
family. 

She relocated 19 years 
later to North Hollywood, 
California. Her husband died. 
She eventually retired to the 
Portland area.

“Some people claim you 
can’t be a Holocaust survivor 
without having been in the 
concentration camps,” Paster 
said. “But those who escaped 
capture suff ered as well.”

Survivor:
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This photo on display Tuesday, May 31, 2022, at the Pendle-

ton Public Library shows Holocaust survivor Anneke Bloom-

fi eld as a young girl. Bloomfi eld was a child from the Nether-

lands who hid in safe houses to escape Nazis in World War II.

“The things that I stood 
for, they were also for,” she 
said.

In her campaign, she 
frequently spoke of the 
Hermiston Police Depart-
ment. Following the election, 
she still was talking about it. 
The department, she said, 
needs to add staff  to meet the 
growing size of the city. In 
addition, she said, homeless-
ness needs to be addressed.

“I’m very concerned 
about our homeless popula-
tion,” she said. “I’ve always 
been concerned about them.”

She said that she was 
raised with values that 
include looking after people 
and giving them “a hand up” 
when they need one. Mental 
health assistance, jobs and 
addiction recovery services 
should be high priorities 
when addressing homeless-
ness, she added.

Linton attended the recent 
joint meeting of the Hermis-
ton City Council, Umatilla 

City Council and Umatilla 
County Board of Commis-
sioners, where the local 

governments discussed the 
plan for a facility to assist 
homeless people. She said she 

is looking forward to study-
ing that further.

A native of 
Hermiston returns

Linton was born in Herm-
iston in 1957. She attended 
schools in town until her 
junior year of high school, 
she said. In the middle of 
her junior year, she moved to 
Tacoma, Washington, with 
her mother and stepfather.

After graduation, she 
returned to Hermiston for a 
couple of years, until she was 
laid off  from a job at Lamb 
Weston.

“I moved back to 
Tacoma,” she said. “I got a 
job there, and that’s where I 
stayed until retiring.”

She moved to Geor-
gia to care for a grandchild 
after her retirement, and it 
wasn’t until 2012 that she 
returned to Hermiston. She 
came back to care for a sick 
family member. According 
to Linton, she was glad to be 
here again.

“I’ve been here ever 

since,” she said. “This is 
home, and I’m going to stay 
home until Jesus calls me 
home.”

Work, hobbies 
fi ll her life now

While she lives here, 
Linton said she works at a 
solar power plant in Arling-
ton. It’s a new job, she said, 
and it’s scheduled to end in 
November. After it ends, she 
will look for new employ-
ment, possibly working as a 
substitute teacher, she said.

“I’ll be working doing 
something,” she said. 

She likes to travel at least 
once a year. She said she has 
been to Israel, Germany, 
Mexico and Fiji. She named 
Africa as a place she would 
most like to see next. She said 
she hasn’t been there before. 

“I like traveling to other 
cultures and seeing how 
other people live,” she said.

She said she hopes she can 
bring insights, which she has 
learned from other individu-
als and cultures, to the council. 

History:  
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“Our offi  cers arrive and 
go in,” he said. “It’s not prac-
tical to wait for a team to 
form to eliminate the threat. 
Create a distraction. Buy 
time for kids or customers 
to evacuate. Even if just one 
or two offi  cers, we train to 
enter, fi nd and engage the 
threat, while communicat-
ing with others.” 

Hermiston police has 
three school resource 
officers. Several HPD 
members have received 
Advanced Law Enforce-
ment Rapid Response Train-
ing, Edmiston added. The 
ALERRT Center at Texas 
State University is widely 
considered to offer the 
best research-based active 
shooter response training in 
the nation. And the depart-
ment spends $70,000 per 
officer to make sure they 
have all the equipment they 
need.

“Even allowing $50,000 
for the car, that leaves 
$20,000 for personal gear,” 
he said.

Hermiston offi  cers and 
the Oregon State Police 
SWAT team plan to train 
for three days in late July at 
Rocky Heights Elementary 
School, slated for demoli-
tion, Edmiston said. The 
old Armand Larive Middle 
School previously served 
as a training site prior to its 
demolition.

“It’s a good deal for both 
of us,” he said. “The OSP 
‘ninja’ team gets to practice 
at a real world site, and we 
can learn from them.”

Training together 
essential for 
local police

Boardman Police Chief 
Rick Stokoe echoed his 
colleagues. He said his 
department’s procedure on 
a school shooter and the like 
is to “immediately engage 
the threat.” That applies to 
a school resource offi  cer or 
the fi rst patrol unit to arrive 
at the scene, he said, but the 
situation dictates what the 
engagement looks like.

A shooter who drops 
their weapon, surrenders 
and complies with police is 
likely to end up in handcuff s.

“If they are actively 
shooting, that’s proba-

bly not going to be a good 
outcome,” he said.

Police in that situation 
can “neutralize” — shoot 
and even kill a suspect — 
and Stokoe said that’s about 
minimizing the number of 
people who are victims.

“That’s the way our 
agency trains,” he said, “and 
we do train on it.”

Riverside Junior-Senior 
High School in April 2018
was the site of an active 
school shooter training that 
involved Boardman police 
and local law enforcement 
from throughout the region, 
as well as Oregon State 
Police. Almost 400 people 
in all watched or partici-
pated in the drill, includ-
ing 45 students and 260 
members of the Morrow 
County School District. 
Stokoe stressed the impor-
tance of area law enforce-
ment training and learning 
together.

“In small rural commu-
nities, we have to rely on 
each other,” he said.

Three Boardman police 
personnel were among other 
locals who responded Feb. 7
to Richland, Washington, 
for the deadly shooting at 
a Fred Meyer store. If there 
was a similar shooting in 
Boardman, he said, offi  cers 
from Umatilla County and 
agencies in Washington are 
likely to respond.

Stokoe said Boardman 
police follow the model from 
the I Love You Guys Foun-
dation, which developed its 
Standard Response Protocol 
based on fi ve actions: hold, 
secure, lockdown, evacuate 
and shelter. According to 
the foundation, more than 
30,000 schools, districts, 
departments, organizations 
and cities around the globe 
use the protocol.

But not every agency in 
the area follows the proto-
col, he said, and one element 
of training is to make sure 
different agencies can 
communicate effectively 
with each other during a 
crisis.

“You want everyone on 
the same sheet of music,” he 
said.

Stokoe added he recently 
reached out to the Morrow 
County School District and 
Mark Mulvihill, superinten-
dent of the InterMountain 
Education Service District, 
to do more training for this 
kind of school emergency.
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“THE BREAD WITH BUTTER WAS 

THE BEST CAKE I EVER HAD.”
— Anneke Bloomfi eld, Holocaust survivor

Kathy Aney/East Oregonian, File

Hermiston City Council candidate Jackie Linton introduces herself at a candidate forum 

April 12, 2022, at the Hermiston Community Center. Linton said she is looking forward to 

being part of the council.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**
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PURCHASE*
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST


