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budgets by the next County

Grant County still grappling with $800K shortfall

Blue Mountain Eagle

CANYON CITY — Grant
County officials continue to
grapple with potential cuts
in the wake of an $800,0000
“miscalculation” discovered
in the midst of deliberations
in the 2022-23 budget.

During a contentious
session of the Grant County
Court on May 18, County
Treasurer Julie Ellison
presented multiple options
for attempting to rebalance
the budget.

One option, Ellison said,
would be to cut all general
fund and elected county
employees to 36 hours a
week. The savings, she said,
would work out to roughly
$145,000 a year. If the county
were to cut those positions to
32 hours a week, the savings
would work out to $289,000.

An unidentified county
employee said that would
not come close to filling the
$800,000 hole in the county’s
general fund.

Department heads and
county employees expressed
their frustration with the
County Court over the coun-
ty’s unsettled financial status.

District Attorney Jim
Carpenter told the court that
he is not confident that the
county knows where it stands
financially.

He said he makes a budget
every month for his home
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Grant County District Attorney Jim Carpenter, in the left photo, and Eric Julsrud, Grant County’s watermaster, on the right,
address the county court on May 18, 2022. Grant County officials are considering potential cuts in the wake of an $800,0000
shortfall in the 2022-23 budget.

and did the same thing for
his small business when he
had one. He said he could
walk downstairs and show
the court a printout of his
department’s budget, includ-
ing how much money the
department has and what was
spent. He is not confident the
county could do the same.
Given that, he said, it would
be irresponsible of the county
to ask departments to make

cuts or make any other deci-
sions when they do not know
how much money they have
to work with.

“If you don’t know where
you are,” Carpenter said,
“you don’t know where you
can go.”

Carpenter also said he
would like to see where the
County Court could make
cuts in its own department
budget. (County Judge Scott

Mpyers has said in the past that
the court has made significant
cuts to its travel budget and
that he has not been turning
in requests for mileage reim-
bursement.)

Myers began the meeting
by acknowledging that the
budget problems have caused
some ‘“‘consternation” in the
Grant County Courthouse
lately and by asking those in
the courtroom to show one

another respect.

“If we treated our families
the way we’ve been treating
each other as a family lately
they would be breaking up,”
he said.

County Commissioner
Jim Hamsher suggested that,
since the county does not
have to adopt a budget until
June 30, the county’s depart-
ment heads come back with
recommended cuts to their

Court session.

County officials have been
wrestling with the $800,000
budget shortfall since May 2,
when Ellison sent an email
to the three county court
members and the three citi-
zens who together make up the
county’s budget committee.

Ellison wrote that she had
come across a miscalcula-
tion when reviewing budget
figures and had substantially
reduced the county’s reserve
funds to offset a significant
shortfall.

In an interview May 20,
Ellison traced the begin-
nings of the problem to last
year’s budget cycle, when
the committee voted to dip
into two reserve accounts
that added up to just under
$520,000 in order to plug
holes in the budget. This year,
she said, the county appeared
to be in better financial shape,
so the committee voted to
liquidate with the hope that
the county could use Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act funds
to boost general fund contin-
gency.

But as she was reviewing
the numbers in her proposed
2022-23 budget, Ellison said,
she realized she had miscal-
culated. She said she thought
the accounting error might
have been for ARPA funds,
but she was not entirely sure
because she did not save the
calculator tape.
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Wolf hit by car, not illegally
shot as originally thought

By KALE WILLIAMS
The Oregonian

ENTERPRISE — A wolf
in Eastern Oregon died after
it was hit by a car, not after
being illegally shot as author-
ities first thought, Oregon
State Police reported Tues-
day, May 25.

The wolf, a 2-year-old
female known as OR 106
who was previously part of
the Chesnimnus Pack, was
found dead Jan. 8 on Parsnip
Creek Road about 6 miles
southeast of Wallowa.

State police originally
said wildlife biologists deter-
mined OR 106 had died of a
gunshot wound. Advocacy
groups offered a reward of
more than $16,000 for tips
that led to the person who
killed the wolf, which had
been fitted with a tracking
collar.

An analysis conducted
at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service Forensics Labora-

tory in Ashland showed the
wolf actually died of blunt
force trauma to the chest and
pelvis, state police said.

The wolf’s injuries were
consistent with being hit by a
car, state police said, though
OR 106 also had injuries that
appeared to be the result of a
fight with another wolf and
a gunshot wound to her left
hind leg that was partially
healed when she died.

“(The gunshot wound)
didn’t appear to be debilitat-
ing and was not associated
with the cause of death,” state
police said in a statement.

Oregon’s wolf population
saw only anemic growth in
2021, according to the state’s
annual count of the animals,
with the minimum number
of wolves in the state at 172,
up just two from the previ-
ous count. The report also
showed a spike in deaths
caused by humans.

At least 26 wolves died in
the state last year, up from 10

the previous year, according
to the report.

Humans caused 21 of the
deaths.

Vehicles struck four
wolves and a rancher shot
another. State police inter-
viewed the rancher and he
faced no charges.

At least eight wolves,
including the entirety of
the Catherine Pack, were
poisoned in Union County.
That case remains open and
a $50,000 reward has been
offered for information that
leads to an arrest.

The Department of Fish
& Wildlife also killed eight
wolves associated with the
Lookout Mountain Pack,
including two pups, after
repeated attacks on livestock
in Baker County.

The cause of death was
unclear for four of the
animals, one was killed by
other wolves and another
died of what are believed to
be natural causes.
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Baker School District

workers could get
pandemic bonuses

BAKER CITY — Baker School District
teachers and other employees who have
worked throughout the pandemic could
receive a bonus payment of $860 if they stay
on through the 2022-23 school year.

Employees who worked for one year
during the pandemic and stay for next year

could get $430.

The money would be from a state grant
program designed to reward school employ-
ees who stayed during the pandemic and

IN BRIEF

The Baker School Board voted May 19 to

apply for $242,000 from the state program.
The district filed the grant “in an effort to
retain our contracted teachers, classified and

coordinator.

confidential staff on our payroll who worked
during the pandemic and will continue with
us,” said Lindsey McDowell, the district’s
public information and communications

“To my knowledge, there was no signifi-
cant staff exodus during the pandemic, even

when the vaccination mandate went into

encourage them to continue in their jobs.

place,” McDowell said. “Although we won’t
know probably until August, I am told that
we do expect most staff to return next year.”
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