Saturday, April 23, 2022

OFF PAGE ONE

East Oregonian A9

Andy Porte/Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, File
Patrick Brennan, a “living history restorer” with the 10th
Cavalry Regiment, talks with Harold King and Terry Drinnon
in 2017 about the regiment’s role in the Spanish-American
War during a “Welcome Home to Historic Walla Walla VA” job
and information fair at the Jonathan M. Wainwright Memori-
al VA Medical Center. The Department of Veterans Affairs in
March 2022 released a report proposing to make the center

an outpatient clinic.
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the residential rehabilitation
treatment program housed
there to Spokane, where such
a program doesn’t exist.

According to Walla Walla
VA Medical Center Public
Affairs Officer Linda Wondra,
the proposed changes to Walla
Walla will not lead to any
changes at the local level in La
Grande, which has provided
services to veterans from as
far away as Pendleton.

“At the current time,
we have no knowledge or
concern that the La Grande
clinic will be affected in any
way,” Wondra said. “All our
sites of care are expected to
continue providing care as
before.”

Per the Spokane paper,
relocating services to
Spokane and Richland would
serve a larger number of veter-
ans than the Walla Walla area,
the VA report says. Accord-
ing to an assessment of VA’s
Inland Northwest market,
about 5,000 veterans enrolled
in VA health care services live
within an hour drive of Walla
Walla, while more than 9,100
live within an hour of Rich-
land and nearly 29,000 within
an hour of Spokane.

Not all local veterans
oppose the plan to move to
outpatient services. Vietnam
War destroyer sailor George

Oblisk of Athena said that’s
how he uses the Walla Walla
VA now.

“The change wouldn’t
affect me,” he said. “They just
expanded dental services and
eyeglasses there. They put up
a whole new building.”

And if he needed surgery,
the VA would send him to
Portland or pay for it at St.
Anthony Hospital, Pendle-
ton, or Providence St. Mary
Medical Center, Walla Walla.

“l wouldn’t want to
undergo surgery at the Walla
Walla VA,” he said.

A statement from the
Walla Walla VA stated the
proposals are strictly recom-
mendations, with nothing set
in stone to date. Any potential
changes to the infrastructure
of health care within Veterans
Affairs could be several years
away, depending on congres-
sional decision making.

The Walla Walla VA
is continuing efforts to
strengthen its regional health
care services in areas with a
high volume of veterans, such
as Richland and Yakima.
Moving forward, the Asset
and Infrastructure Review
Commission is set to conduct
public hearings on any new
recommendations heading
into January 2023 — input
and feedback at these hear-
ings could impact the extent
of the recommendations to
the Jonathan M. Wainwright
Memorial VA Medical Center
in Walla Walla.
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Whitman alum Roger
Amerman, who also is a
member of the Choctaw
Nation, helped bring the tribes
and college together.

A kwalk ineet is not seen
off a reservation very often,
let alone at a college campus.
In fact, organizers are saying
this is the first time such a
structure has been built at a
college or university.

Sampson said he hopes the
experience is educational and
helps students at Whitman
learn more about the land on
which they attend school.

History of the
kwalk ineet

The long tent is a struc-
ture used by Plateau Native
American tribes. While they
are made from canvas today,
historically they were made
from tule — or bullrush —
mats.

Sampson said the kwalk
ineet is a very important part
of the native people’s history
in this region.

“This is the lodge where
families gathered and lived
for many years,” he said.

Such structures have had
many uses throughout history.
Larger tents, such as the one
at Whitman, provided a place
to gather.

“It’s a place where fami-
lies live, where teachings are
conducted, where the life-
style of the people occurred,”
he said. “These larger ones
were also used for ceremo-
nial gatherings. When there
were feasts, when there were
namings, when there were
memorial services or funer-
als. These were all conducted
inside of these.”

Long tents were of great
importance during food gath-
ering, Sampson said.

“As the people would
travel by horse or foot, they
would come to the places
they had camped many times
before. They would build a
frame from tepee poles and
would cover it with tule mats,”
he said. “They were tempo-
rary structures that would be
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Don Sampson, executive director of the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, addresses the
gathering Monday, April 18, 2022, at the opening ceremo-
ny of a weeklong Plateau Long Tent event on Whitman Col-
lege’s Ankeny Field, Walla Walla.

used for the season around a
food to be gathered.”

While they are not often
used for permanent living
structures today, Sampson
said, their use for ceremonial
gatherings remain.

They also have an educa-
tional use, showing what life
was like for people here many
generations ago.

Whitman’s
Long Tent project

The project at Whitman
College began Monday,
April 18, with an opening
ceremony.

Sampson, Amerman and
leaders of nearby tribes took
part.

Several hundred people —
mostly college students, but
some community members as
well — attended to check out
the kwalk ineet and listen to
speeches.

Sampson told the U-B
before the event that he hoped
attendees would get a better
sense of the history of the land
and the Waluulapam people,
which greatly predates U.S.

history in the area.

“The Walla Walla Valley
was our homeland long before
any non-natives came here,”
Sampson said. “That was
our homeland, and it still is
today ... [ always hear people
say, ‘Oh, I'm a fifth-gener-
ation farmer.” I say, ‘Well,
you know, I’ve been here for
about 10,000 generations. So
the place where you live is the
place that is my home.”

Still, he said the ceremony
April 18 would not be about
scolding people and would
instead be about reconcilia-
tion and unity.

This held true.

“I think it’s important to
acknowledge our people who
came from this land here for
thousands and thousands
of generations,” he told the
crowd at the ceremony. “But
today, we share this land with
each one of you ... Today, we
can rejoice as one people. We
are all one family, together.
It doesn’t matter what color
your skin is.”

That’s not to say he ignored
negative aspects of history. In
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Through the rest of the
week, educational events
that are open to the public
will be held on the Whit-
man College campus.
Speakers will talk on sev-
eral topics relating to the
local land and its native
people.

More details can be found
at bit.ly/longtentwhitman.
The events all lead up to a
closing ceremony Sunday,
April 24. Details of the
closing ceremony have
not yet been announced.

fact, he connected it to current
events.

“I was watching TV about
people in Ukraine being
invaded,” he said. “And I got
to thinking, ‘You know, it
wasn’t that long ago that our
people saw that same thing
happen to them. It was a diffi-
cult time for us, but we are still
here today. You can see us.”

Other speakers at the
opening ceremony included
Amerman, other native lead-
ers and representatives from
Whitman College.

“As I stand before the long
tent today, I am filled with a
sense of wonder and thank-
fulness,” outgoing Whitman
President Kathy Murray said.
“Increasing our campus’s
connection to the Walla Walla
Valley’s past present and
future has been a real priority
for me.”

Sampson told the U-B he
thinks an ongoing relation-
ship between the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation and the
college can be a good thing,
both for the college and for the
tribes.

“None of our kids can
afford to go to school there,
and now they may offer
scholarships,” Sampson said.
“That’s a gesture of reconcil-
iation, and we are grateful for
that.”

Whitman spokesperson
Gillian Frew confirmed to
the U-B that the college is
working with CTUIR on
scholarships for students
from local tribes.

Losing Your HEARING

or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF! You are invited for a FREE ear inspection using the
latest video technology to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

Now Through April 26, 2022 Mention Code: 22AprLosing
Call for an appointment to avoid waiting! It's ALL FREE!

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor,
so you'll see exactly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

In-The-Canal Advantages
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* Individualized
« Sizes to meet your lifestyle

« Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
» Comfortable to wear

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you’ve been missing and if you
can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries

If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries.
d If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive

8 another FREE Package.

! FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE...and factory
repairs, regardless of make or model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.

Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal

Advanced, powerful technology allows even
more options to wear this more natural sounding
and comfortable hearing aid.

Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal)
provides more targeted sound with a speaker
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:

* Smaller than ever @ 5‘ ‘

* Most models compatible with wireless
Bluetooth® Technology

Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages
GENIUS™ AVAILABLE

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
OPEN FIT TECHNOLOGY

Save on our advanced line

« Utilizes the most advanced technology
* Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
* Rechargeable options

* Most models compatible with wireless
Bluetooth™ Technology

Offer valid on Model ME2400 100%
Digital & 100% Programmable
Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.

Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.
May not be combined with other offer and does not apply to

eliminate feedback and whistling
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50% OFF! 4

1 Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price. All ME-5, | J,
| ME-4, ME-3, and ME-2 Solutions Hearing Aids. -

1 Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other
§ offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-5, ME-4, §
1 ME-3, and ME-2 hearing aids. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. 1

Offer expires April 26, 2022
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* The most versatile model - able to fit most
levels of hearing loss Most models are

. compatible with wireless Bluetooth®
Technology
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Some FEDERAL WORKERS and RETIREES may be eligible for Hearing Aids at NO COST That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee! Most Insurance Plans are accepted including BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD**!

AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING AID CENTERS ONLY!
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!

Hermiston: 955 SE 4th St. Ste. B Hermiston, OR 97838 « (541) 716-5092
Pendleton: 29 SW Dorian Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 « (541) 224-8661

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to adapt
to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment
from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Associa-
tion. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to
specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely
the property of their respective owners. The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement and 100% of the purchase will be refunded.




