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Keeping the winning tradition alive

Nixyaawii
players follow
footsteps of
their brothers

By ANNIE FOWLER
East Oregonian

ISSION—One
group of broth-
ers forged the
path. The other
is keeping the tradition alive.

Basketball at the Nixy-
aawii Community School is
a family affair. For the boys
basketball team, everyone
from the smallest of fans
to the elders pack the gym
to watch the Golden Eagles
work their magic.

The 2019 Golden Eagles
put the team on the map,
winning the 1A state title and
posting a 28-2 record.

The team featured play-
ers Mick Schimmel, Moses
Moses and Tyasin Burns, and
won the 1A state title — the
first for the school that put
its first team on the court in
2004.

Fast forward to the pres-
ent, the younger brothers and
cousins of the 2019 team are
headed to state Wednesday,
March 2, through Saturday,
March 5, in Baker City with
visions of a championship in
their eyes.

“I think it sets a high
standard,” Nixyaawii coach
Jeremy Barkley said. “They
want to be winners like their
brothers. There have been a
lot of good teams at Nixy-
aawii, they just didn’t get
it done. It was nice to have
the leadership in that (2019)
group to push them over the
top.”

In addition to Schimmel,
Moses and Burns, the 2019
team also had Deven Bark-
ley, Magi Moses, Dazon Sigo
and Quanah Picard.

The following year, minus
Barkley and Sigo, the Golden
Eagles returned to the state
tournament and finished
third.

Nixyaawii won the 1A
culminating week tourna-
ment last year, but the Oregon
School Activities Association
does not recognize that as a
state title.

This year’s team features
Baron Moses, brother to
Magi and cousin to Moses;
Dylan Abrahamson, brother
to Burns; Aaron Bark-
ley, brother to Deven; Saint
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Jeremy Barkley/Contributed Photo
Members of the 2018 Nixyaawii boys basketball team pose for a photo with their younger brothers after winning the Old
Oregon League district tournament. The younger brothers now are the core group of the 2022 Golden Eagles. Front left —
Deven and Aaron Barkley, Mick and Saint Schimmel, Magi and Baron Moses, Dazon Sigo and Tommy Moore, and Tyasin Burns
and Dylan Abrahamson.

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian

Nixyaawii’s Aaron Barkley (20) drives toward the basket Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022, against the lone/Arlington Cardinals in the
second round of the Oregon School Activities Association Class 1A State Tournament at Nixyaawii Community School in Mis-
sion. Nixyaawii defeated the lone/Arlington Cardinals 68-54.

Schimmel, brother to Mick;
Tommy Moore, brother to
Sigo; and Symon Picard,
brother to Quanah.

Going one step further,
former WNBA player Shoni
Schimmel — sister to Mick
and Saint — stops by occa-
sionally to offer insight and
advice to the players.

“All these kids come from
big family groups,” coach
Barkley said. “Shoni had a
talk with Baron (her cousin)
before the district title game.
It’s good to have her give him
advice. She’s a legend. The
cool thing about Shoni is that
she has always been around.”

The Golden Eagles (23-6)

won the Old Oregon League
district title last month with
a win over Powder Valley,
and earned a spot in the final
eight with a victory over lone/
Arlington last week. Both
games were decided in the
fourth quarter.

“When you are on the
same level and have that
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Schedule subjectto change  1:30 p.m. Kennedy vs. Western Chris- FRIDAY, MARCH 4 pnervs. TBD
Gervais vs.Bandon, 3:15p.m.  tian, 1:30 p.m. Prep girls basketball 3A state tournament: Uma-
THURSDAY, MARCH 3 L : ' P girls basketba .
> Faith Bible vs. Union, East Linn Christian Academy 1A state tournament: Nixy- tilla, vs. TBD
Prep girls basketball 6:30 p.m. vs. Bonanza, 3:35 p.m. aawii vs TBD

1A state tournament: Nixy-
aawii vs. Country Christian,
Baker High School, 3:15 p.m.
1A state tournament: Echo vs.

Lakeview vs. Central Linn,
8:15 p.

Prep boys basketball

m- 6:30 p.m.

Regis vs. Salem Academy,

Heppner vs. Knappa,

vs. TBD

1A state tournament: Echo

2A state tournament: Stan-

College track and field
Eastern Oregon at NAIA
Indoor Championships,
Brookings, South Dakota, TBA

North Douglas, Baker High zﬁasszftaczzg;r;aerzir:its.tliin;’a 815 pm. field vs. TBD College softball

School, 8:15 p.m. North Bend High School, College track and field Prep boys basketball Eastern Oregon at Bushnell
2A state state tournament, 3:15 p.m. Eastern Oregon at NAIA 1A state tournament: Nixy- (2), 1 p.m.

Pendleton Convention Center ~ 2A state tournament, Pendle- Indoor Championships, aawii vs.TBD Clackamas at Blue Mountain
Stanfield vs. Salem Academy, ton High School Brookings, South Dakota, TBA  2A state tournament: Hep- (2),2 p.m.
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team chemistry, you get
those wins,” Barkley said.
“It showed against lone. We
banded together to get that
win.”

First up for Nixyaawii
at state is OOL foe Powder
Valley at 8:15 p.m. Wednes-
day.

“We have shown we can

NIXYAAWII'S
OSAA 1A STATE
APPEARANCES

2007: Lost in the first
round.

2009: Lost in the second
round.

2010: Placed 4th.

2014: Lost in the second
round.

2015: Placed 2nd.
2016: Placed 3rd.

2018: Went 0-2.

2019: Won state title.
2020: Placed 3rd.

play with anybody,” Barkley
said. “To get to the final eight,
you can expect to play a great
team. We play Powder again.
Hopefully we play our game.
We are not looking past this
game. Win or lose, the next
opponent will be good t00.”

Nixyaawii may have one
player who lights up the
scoreboard every now and
again, but most of the Golden
Eagles’ wins have been a
team effort.

“They feed off each other,”
Barkley said. “If someone is
having a tough night, they
pick each other up. Dylan
may have eight points, but
16 assists. It’s good to see
them have a complete game.
I have three kids who aver-
age double figures. They are
doing a good job distributing
the ball.”

Sophomore Baron Moses
leads the Golden Eagles in
scoring with 22.8 points and
8.6 rebounds per game.

“Baron has really grown
this year as a player,” Bark-
ley said. “Mentally, and he’s
blossomed on the floor. He
has learned to keep his poise
and has been a tough player
out there. He played a year up
in AAU and did good things.
think that really helped him.”

Juniors Aaron Barkley
(13.1 points, 5.7 rebounds,
4.6 assists, 4.2 steals) and
Abrahamson (12.8 points,
6.4 assists, 3.4 steals) round
out the players who score in
double figures, while 6-foot-5
junior Coyote Jackson battles
inside and averages 8.9 points
and 5.6 rebounds a game.

Rounding out the starting
five is 6-1 senior Kirk Houle,
whose value goes beyond the
score sheet.

“He’s a hard worker,”
Barkley said. “He gets
rebounds, plays tough D and
makes a shot when he needs
to. He’s that great role player
that teams need.”

Careers that make a difference
Work with people with disabilities!

www.lmpactOregon.careers
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America’s Top 120 Package

190 CHANNELS

6 for12Mos Including Local Channels!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo Code: DisH100

1 '866'373'91 75 Offerends 4/13/22.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
877-557-1912
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Limited Time Offer -

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
Call for Details

GENERAC'

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,

install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!

| (844) 989-2328

*Offer value when purchased at retail.

Solar panels sold separately.

Fl]‘ter BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
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SENIOR & MILITARV TO THE FIRST
DISCou 0 CALLERS!™

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST | Promo Number: 285

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License#
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration#
176447 HIC.0649905 127229 127230 366920918 PC6475 Reg-
istration# IR731804 PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License#
363000022 Licenses 262000403 Licenses 0086990 Registration# H-19114
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YOUR ENTIRE

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE - It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel.

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide
unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's small, lightweight,
clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night,
and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines.

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Call Inogen Today To
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-855-839-0752

Inogen

©2020 Inogen, Inc.
All rights reserved.
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FEEL THE SPEED,
EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.

INTERNET OFFER: Subj
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~— Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and
play throughout your home.”

No annual contract.

E Power multiple devices at once—
D everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.
@ Over 99% reliability.
I EcudesDSL Basedonnetworkavabity.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

888-486-0359
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