Saturday, January 22, 2022

REGION

UMATILLA COUNTY COVID-19 TREND - AS OF JAN. 21, 2022

East Oregonian A3

Avg. cases per day

. . 260
Umatilla County cases: 19,497* | Umatilla County deaths: 190 | Oregon cases: 559,960* | Oregon deaths: 5,916 "
TEST POSITIVITY RATE o 220
;-EAEEVI\EIR?\GE Numgr of posgvestests divided by number of people tested) Dec. 13 - Omicron variant emerges in Oregon 2[][]
DEATHS Week of Umatilla County Oregon Nov. 20 - Boosters for all adults approved
LAST10 DAYS** Jan. 16, 2022 37.4% 249% Nov. 3 - Vaccines for ages 5-11 begin ]80
*New case counts are undercounts: rapid at-home tests are Jan 9, 2022 321% 22.0% ]60
rarely reported to public health departments. Jan.2,2022 27.0% 21.6% Oct. 22 - Viaccine boosters begin
**Cases in this time period may not yet be reported
Sources: Oregon Health Authority, Umatilla County Health Percentages may change week to weekas data is updated. Sep. 15 - Pendleton H[)und-ljp ]4[]
T
June 13 - Delta virus emerges in Oregon Aug. 27 - Qutdoor mask mandate 120
T
DbelZ8 Vo RN 0T May 13 - Vaccine approved for ages12-15 Aug.13 - Indoor mask mandate 100
April 30 - "High Risk" 80
Feh.26 - "High Risk" June 30 - Statewide restrictions lifted
April9 - "Moderate Risk” AR A Al A 60
= 40
\/ AR AMMAAMLARL \; 20
\\\\\\\\\\\\\WV V Yv..vvy Yy AR NAL \\\\V\\V\\“\\)\\\ v \\ VV Y Y |
| eb. March April | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. Dec. | Jan.

Andy Nicolais/East Oregonian

In the last seven days, Umatilla County Health reported 1,608 new COVID-19 cases, an all-time high. The previous high-case-count record was the last week of September 2021, with 546 cases
reported in a seven-day period. The test positivity rate of 37.4% this week is the highest ever, indicating COVID-19 is circulating widely in the area.

Harris Park to
oget new bridge

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — Harris
Park is getting a new cross-
ing bridge.

The Umatilla County
Board of Commissioners
at its meeting Wednesday,
Jan. 19, approved a contract
for Harry Johnson Plumbing
& Excavation Inc. to install
the structure at the county
park near Milton-Free-
water. The Walla Walla
company was the low bidder
at $600,397.50, beating out
six competitors. The project
includes $27,600 for bridge
removal and $39,000 for
the installation of a prefab-
ricated steel bridge.

County Public Works
Director Tom Fellows told
the board the funding is
coming through the state’s
bridge program. The county
“writes the check,” he said,
and the state reimburses all
but 10.2%.

The county also could
receive money for the bridge
from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. If that
funding comes through,
Fellows said, the county
would funnel the money into
the state’s bridge program.

The county board also
approved the creation of
two new specialist posi-
tions in the county’s CARE

Umatilla County Commu-
nity Justice.

The funding for the
specialists comes from the
state’s Justice Reinvestment
Program, the state’s effort
to provide counties with
funds for crime prevention
and treatment services with
the goal of cutting down on
Oregon’s prison growth.
The county’s share of the
state program for the 2021-
23 biennium is $342,000.

Umatilla County Justice
and the CARE Program
have entered into an agree-
ment for services related
to Justice Reinvestment.
Under the deal, the CARE
program will provide two
specialists to work with the
county’s corrections clients
to help with their needs.

In a related move, the
board approved the creation
of administrative position in
CARES to assist its direc-
tor, Jenni Galloway. She
told the board in the meet-
ing that some of the Justice
Reinvestment money will
help cover the cost of the
position.

In other business, the
board approved a payment
of $22,600 to the Eastern
Oregon Trade and Event
Center, Hermiston, for rent-
ing bleachers for the 2021
county fair and for parking
management for the 2019

Pilot Rock has new mayor for rest of 2022

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

PILOT ROCK — The
Pilot Rock City Council
appointed one of its own
to fulfill the rest of former
Mayor Virginia Carnes’
term.

Carnes died Jan. 8 at the
age of 77. She was in the last
year of the four-year term.
City recorder Teri Bacus
reported the council at its

meeting Tuesday, Jan. 18,
selected Councilor Randy
Gawith to serve as the interim
mayor for the rest of 2022.

Gawith came on the
council in August 2021 as an
appointment to fill a vacancy,
Bacus said. He is retired and
drives a school bus.

The council also elected
Councilor Raymond Doherty
as council president.

Gawith’s appointment
means there is a vacancy on

the council. Bacus said the
city will advertise that in
time for applicants to apply
by Feb. 9 so the council can
elect anew member at its Feb.
15 meeting.

The council also held a
hearing on the closing out
of the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Hous-
ing Rehabilitation Program
the city participated in since
2018.

Pilot Rock, Pendleton,

Adams and unincorporated
areas of Umatilla County
formed a consortium to apply
for the $400,000 federal grant
to upgrade homes to suitable
living environments.

Bacus said the grant aided
31 people in 14 households,
helping to cover the cost of
replacing old heaters, for
example.

“It helped a lot of seniors,”
she said. “Most of them were
seniors.”

New S|gnal cabinets dot downtown

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian
A new traffic signal cabinet sits at the intersection of South Main Street and South-
east Emigrant Avenue in downtown Pendleton on Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022. The
Oregon Department of Transportation recently upgraded the signal cabinets and
corresponding traffic signals as a part of its paving project on Interstate 84 from
Meacham to Kamela. The $54 million project will upgrade 10 miles of I-84 as well as
provide traffic signal upgrades along state routes in or near the cities of Hermiston,
Pendleton, Umatilla, Stanfield and Milton-Freewater. ODOT anticipates wrapping
up the signal work later this spring with freeway improvements finishing in the fall.

LOCAL BRIEFS

Rockfall closes
Highway 730 east
of Umatilla

UMATILLA — A rock-
fall and and an unstable slope
Wednesday afternoon, Jan.
19, shutdown U.S. Highway
730 on the Washington side
of the border.

The incident closed the
highway in both directions
between the Oregon state
line and Wallula Junction (13
miles south of Pasco). The
Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation did
not have an estimated time
for reopening.

For update conditions in
Oregon, check TripCheck.
com or call 511/800-977-
6368. Outside Oregon, call
503-588-2941. For Washing-
ton Department of Transpor-
tation updates, visit wsdot.
com/travel/real-time/map.
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WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR SINCERE THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS, DECORATORS, PURCHASERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND ALL WHO HELPED OUR EVENT BE SUCH A SUCCESS THIS YEAR!
AUCTION ITEM SPONSORS GENERAL CONTRIBUTORS
The Simmons Agency, Hermiston Kiwanis Foundation, Three Wise Women & a Man, Atkinson Staffing, East Oregonian, Hermiston Herald, Hermiston Plan Center, Greater
Advanced Pediatric Dentistry, Sherrell Chevrolet, Family Health Associates, Bank of Hermiston Chamber of Commerce, AM 1360 KOHU and 93.7 FM “The Q”, David Florea,
Eastern Oregon, Banner Bank, Lamb-Weston, Wheatland Insurance, Roger’s Toyota, HHS Key Club, UHS Key Club, Walmart DC, Cathy Lloyd, Angela Pursel, Echo Ridge Cellars,
Hermiston Walmart Retail Store, A-1 Industrial Hose & Supply, Ivy Med Spa, Jeremy Caprio Cellars, Jordan Ringe, Cooper Wine Company/Neil Cooper, AWS Volunteers,
Larson, DMD, Blake Bros. Construction, Cathy & Tom Wamsley, Wenaha Group Andee’s/Brandi Howard, Lucky Endz/ludy Pederson, HAPO Community Credit Union,
Construction Management & Consulting, Arrow Dental, GSCHF, Heidi Carver Re/Max Two96Main, OMG Burgers & Brew, Nookies/Hermiston Brewing, Midway Bar & Grill,
Cornerstone, Pioneer Commodities, Mrs. Claus, Cliff & Judy Bracher, Greater The Pheasant Blue Collar Grill, Hale's Restaurant, Desert Lanes Family Fun Center,
Hermiston Community Foundation, Desert Lanes Family Fun Center, Swanson Veg Out, La Palma Mexican Restaurant, Wild Goose/Bonnie Greiner, Ray Fields, Emily
Insurance Group, Dr. John Spomer, C & C Construction Services, Inc., Desert Sky Ernst, Kaylene Hendrickson, Griselda Dela Paz, Kim Puzey, Derrick Williams, Hendon
Estates, The Olivas Sisters, Blue Mountain Networks, LLC, Hermiston Veterinary Construction, Galen Merkley, High Performance Signs, Hermiston School District
Clinic, Soroptimist International of Greater Hermiston Area, Hermiston Cinema, LARGE & SMALL TREE DECORATORS
Oreg?n Trail Veterinary Clinic, Cannon Ch|ropr§ctlc, Obie’s Expre;s, The Tannery, Ami Little, JoDee Sharp, Chris & Crystal Klein, Starla Halverson, Cathy Wamsley, Erin
Scott’s Cycle & Sports, Buttgrcreek Salgn, Bellinger Farms, Bend|X.Sen Law, PC,, Petty, Mike Mehren, Kari Christiansen, Staff of Advanced Pediatric Dentistry of Hermiston,
Echo Market, Umatilla Electric Cyoopgratllve, Kopacz Nursery.& Florist, Oregon Kris Bennett, Trixie Ortiz, Mellissa Renner, Kendal Muniz, Tammy James, Angel Edmiston,
School Employee Assoc., Elmer’s Irrigation, Altrusa International of Hermiston, Barb McMahon, Stacy Hunter, Shera Hopper, Britney Ackerman, Katie Fetterhoff, Miranda
Hermiston School Board, Umatilla-Morrow Head Start, K &K Blueberries, Sun Torres, Cailyn Lambert, Roger’s Toyota Design Team, Beth, Becca, Megan, Joselyn, Ashley
Terrace Hermiston, Columbia River Restoration, Tobie Sass, Farm City Pro Rodeo Perkins, Amanda Cooney, Trisha Bayer, Anna Dickman, Meaghan Strey, TziTzi Delafuente,
CARING COMMUNITY SPONSORS Martha Lopez, Elisha Aylett, Liz Marvin, Heidi Carver, Tara Bendixsen
Dance Unlimited, AM 1360 KOHU & 93.7 FM “The Q”, Columbia Harvest Foods, FAMILY HOUR SPONSORS
Dr. Isaac King - Kennewick Family Smiles, Barak & Associates, IRZ, Dr. John Spomer, Farm City Pro Rodeo, 60 Minute Photo, Barnett & Moro, PC., Dr. John Spomer,
CMG Financial Edward Jones: Kacie Levy - Financial Advisor
A FUNDRAISING EVENT HOSTED BY HERMISTON KIWANIS CLUB AND GOOD SHEPHERD COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION
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