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Warnock out as manager
of Dean Oregon Ranches

By BILL BRADSHAW
Wallowa County Chieftain

WALLOWA COUNTY
— A new ranch manager
for the Bob Dean Oregon
Ranches in the Upper Imnaha
area has arrived in the county,
as the outgoing manager B.J.

Oregon Ranches crew before
the snow. After the snow, 34
mother cows have been gath-
ered through the joint efforts
of our crew and the commu-
nity. Of those, 26 were Dean
Oregon Ranches cattle; the
others were owned by neigh-

North Powder schools move to distance learning

By DICK MASON
The Observer

NORTH POWDER —
An outbreak of COVID-19
in the North Powder School
District has forced the school
district to shut down in-per-
son instruction and provide
only online instruction.
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boring ranches.”

Fish said Jan. 14 he still
doesn’t know the number of
rescued or lost cattle involved
in the situation. He said the new
manager is Katie Romero, but
he hadn’t yet met her nor did he
know anything about her.

In a statement received by
email Jan. 17, Warnock said,
“We put in our two-week

The changes are for
Wednesday, Jan. 19, and
Thursday, Jan 20. The North
Powder School District has
four-day school weeks.

“This is what is best
for the health and safety of
everyone,” said North Power
School District Superinten-
dent Lance Dixon.

The move to online
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Warnock has submitted his
resignation notice, accord-
ing to Sheriff Joel Fish and
Warnock.

Fish said in an email Friday,
Jan. 14, that his department’s
criminal investigation into
possible animal neglect is
continuing.

“l am interviewing all
those involved and/or collect-
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ing statements,” Fish said.
“This will take time as I have
many other duties and am short
staffed.”

Warnock said in an email
earlier this month that “When
we began gathering (cattle) in
September, there were 1,613
mother cows on summer
range.”

He acknowledged bovine
casualties during the recovery
efforts, even though he and his
crew were assisted by neigh-
boring ranchers.

“Despite the efforts of our
crew and the community, 10
cows have been found unre-
coverable,” he said, adding
that “1,548 Dean Oregon
Ranches mother cows were
successfully gathered by Dean

notice on Jan. 12. The gath-
ering crew will be done the
end of the month, as well. We
wish the Deans and any future
employees the best of luck
going forward.”

He said he would have no
further statements on the issue.

Fish said in his investiga-
tion he has spoken with Karen
Dean, wife of Bob Dean, who
is ailing.

“The cattle are still under
Dean Oregon Ranches,” Fish
said.

Dean attorney Christopher
Gramiccioni, of South Caro-
lina, said Joseph Law Firm
in La Grande is representing
Dean locally. There was no
response to email and tele-
phone requests for comment
from the firm.

instruction, formally known
as Comprehensive Distance
Learning, was made after
11 students tested positive
for COVID-19 during the
past week. The number of
students who were exposed
via close contact now is being
determined, but Dixon said
the number was large. He
said that doing contract
tracing was getting to be
extremely difficult because
there have been so many
close contacts.

“It was becoming an
organizational nightmare,”
he said.

School districts have the
option of operating a test-to-
stay program, where students
who are exposed to someone
COVID-19 positive can stay
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The Observer, File

An outbreak of COVID-19 in the North Powder School District has forced the school district
to shutdown in-person instruction and provide only online instruction for Wednesday, Jan.
19, and Thursday, Jan 20, 2022.

in school if they test negative
and have no symptoms of the
disease and then test negative
again five to seven days later.

Dixon said the test-to-stay
program was not an option
for the North Powder School
District because it does not
have enough COVID-19 test
kits.

The good news for the
school district is that plans
are in place for students
to be back on campus Jan.
24. Dixon said by that time
North Powder students will
have been away from each

other in school for 10 days,
more than the state’s required
quarantine time after a close
contact or a positive test. The
span was lengthened by the
fact there was no school Jan.
17 due to the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday.

“Thank God (Jan. 17) was
a holiday,” he said.

No online instruction was
given Jan. 18 to give teachers
a day to prepare to provide
online instruction.

Dixon said teachers are
ready to provide distance
learning after giving it for a

portion of the 2020-21 school
year and remaining ready to
make a quick transition to it.

The superintendent said
he believes shutting down
in-person instruction this
week will pay dividends over
the long term because it will
allow the school district to be
in a better position to control
the COVID-19 outbreak
when in-person instruction
begins again on Jan. 24.

“It is the best solution,”
Dixon said, “and will keep
students out of school for the
shortest time possible.”
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Search and rescue locates two teens
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returned them safely to their

general area of the teenag-
ers’ last known location.
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according to a press release. The Filmmakers
Residency Program has been postponed to
2023 while the organization focuses on oper-

Valley Rest Area, at milepost 295.
Their preliminary investigation found that

2 o Tl R ! a westbound Volkswagen Passat, driven by
¢ o dgeattle NN Yl Ky ations at the theater. ) . Karli McKim, 21, of La Grande, struck Luis
L, VAN S K itings [ The organization also is advancing its  Manuel Torres Rivera, 44, of Lynnwood,
PRSI AN i%§7/ 3‘: virtual catalog offerings. In 2022, EOFF will  Washington, who was standing in the freeway.

RN & e be posting encore screenings of the 2021 festi- Rivera died at the scene.
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screenings will be held in person but may also
be viewed online. January’s encore presenta-
tions have begun. For access and full details,
go to www.eofilmfest.com.

Call for entries for the 2022 Eastern
Oregon Film Festival begins Tuesday, Feb. 1.

was on the freeway.
The Baker County Sheriff’s Office, Baker
City Fire Department and Oregon Department

of Transportation assisted state police at the

scene.
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